
 

1 

 
 

 

Chicago Regional Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
Vol. 57, No. 4                                                       December 2025 



 

2 

 
 
 
 
  

If you would like to present any of these topics or become a meeting  
sponsor, please contact VP Technical, Chris Winnie at aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com. 

2025-2026 ASPE Chicago Meeting Schedule 
Date Technical Presentation & Manufacturer Spotlight CEU Location 

Thursday, September 
18, 2025 

Presentation: óSimplifying Grease Interceptor Specificationsô The im-
portance of proper sizing, durability, and code compliance 

Speaker:  Sean Molen 
 

Mfr Spotlight: Schier Products 
Speaker:  Sean Molen 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

Sept. 24, 2025 thru 
Sept. 28th 2025 

ASPE TECH SYMPOSIUM 
 

CLICK TO REGISTER 

Several 
Hours 
Avail. 

Orlando, FL 

Thursday, October 16, 
2025 

Presentation:  Design of Polymer Special Waste Piping Systems and Neu-
tralization 

Speaker:  Paul Galvin 
 

Mfr Spotlight: Georg Fischer's Pure Water Solutions - Venturi In-line Flow 
Diverters (IFD) and more 
Speaker:  Rick Bradbury 

0.1 
La Villa 

3638 N Pulaski Rd 
Chicago, IL 60641 

Thursday, November 
20, 2025 

Presentation:  Instantaneous Water Heaters: Considerations for Their Suc-
cessful Application; Discussing Electric, Gas, and Steam Energy Sources 

Speaker: James Dipping 
 

Mfr Spotlight: PVI Water Heaters 
Speaker: Chris Wisinski 

0.1 
Venuti's 

2251 W Lake St 
Addison, IL 60101 

Wednesday, December 
03, 2025 

Hot Water Return Engineering: Theory, Practice, and Future Trends 
 

Hosted By: Christoph Lohr with IAPMO 
0.1 

Virtual Meeting 
12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, December 
11, 2025 

ASPE Chicago Holiday Party & Toy Drive N/A 
Dave & Busters 

601 N Martingale Rd 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

Thursday, January 15, 
2026 

Presentation: Water Heaters 
Speaker: Ryan Schewe from A.O. Smith 

 
Manufacturer Spotlight : RepCo Sales 

Speaker: TBD 

0.1 
Moretti's 

6727 N Olmsted Ave 
Chicago, IL 60631 

Wednesday, February 
11, 2026 

Revit Tips & Tricks Virtual meeting. 
Still need a couple more presenters, 5 minutes per person. Showcase your 

modeling "hack" you would care to share 
0.1 

Virtual Meeting 
12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, February 19, 
2026 

Presentation:  
Speaker: Lance MacNavin with the Plastic Pipe Institute 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TBD 
Speaker: TBD 

0.1 
Noon Whistle 

800 E Roosevelt Rd 
Lombard, IL 60148 

Friday, March 20, 2026 
 

ASPE Chicago Chapter EXPO and Technical Seminars Co-located with 
ILPHCC EXPO 

0.4 

 
Drury Lane Conference 
Center, 100 Drury Lane, 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL, 

60181  

Thursday, April 16, 2026 

Presentation: Rainwater Harvesting by Rainwater Management 
Speaker: Gordon Plocher 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Mitsuibishi Chemical Group's FRP tanks 
Speaker: Hiroaki (Harry) Hasebe with Mitsubishi Chemical 

0.1 Goose Island 

Thursday, May 21, 2026 

Presentation: Medical Gas 
Speaker: Mathis Carlson 

 
Mfr Spotlight: 
Speaker: 

0.1 
Church Street Brewing 
1480 Industrial Dr Unit C 
Itasca, IL 60143 

Friday, June 12, 2026 Stephen Triphahn Memorial ASPE Chicago Golf Outing N/A  

mailto:aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com
https://aspe.org/2025-aspe-tech-symposium/
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 PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 
Greetings ASPE Chicago Chapter Members: What a great meeting at 
Venutiôs in Addison. James Dipping gave a wonderful presentation and 
with all the wild acoustics in that room, everyone was pretty quiet so we all 
could hear. I want to thank all of the members who came out and joined us.  
 
A huge thanks to Chris and Finn from Bornquist who provided the 

manufacturer spotlight. An extra thanks to Bornquist for sponsoring the Cocktail Hour  
 
Chicago Chapter December Booster Night Holiday Celebration (December 11, 
2025):  
Time is just rapidly ticking away to the annual Holiday Booster Night. We do hope to see 
you in a few short days on Thursday Dec 11

th
 at Dave and Busters. We are following up 

the fun from last year with a repeat performance. We will have more prizes this year and 
are once again offering this for free for membership. So please give a big thanks to all of 
our Sponsors, without whom this would not happen. And donôt forget to bring an 
unwrapped toy for Toys for Tots.  
 
Chicago Chapter Annual Toys for Tots collection:  
We are continuing our traditional collection of new unwrapped toys for 
the holiday season. Please bring a new toy with you to kick of the 
season of giving.  
 
March Volunteering:  
Once again in March we are volunteering at Feed My Starving Children. This new annual 
tradition has exceeded expectations each year with the generosity of time and money to 
help feed the worldôs hungry children.  Over the next coming months, we will be providing 
more opportunities to help out.  
 
ASPE Connect: 
Have you contributed to ASPE Connect at all? Do you have questions that you want 
some professional guidance on, whether it is a design approach, a type of fixture or 
general questions about engineering? ASPE Connect membership is active and 
engaging. So, if you have not yet signed in, please go check it out. The information inside 
is vital, and the membership is eager to assist with anyone looking for guidance, 
answers, or just to share some information. Better yet its free for all ASPE members. But 
if you know someone who is not yet an ASPE member but is curious about ASPE let 
them know that they can get a temporary free account to see what it is all about. Click on 
this link for access. https://connect.aspe.org/home 
 
ASPE gets Social: 
Did you know that ASPE Chicago is also available via social media? 
You can follow us on the following accounts.  
 
 
While you are connecting to Chicago ASPE, please also follow ASPE here. 
 
 
 
 
See you at our Holiday Party at Dave & Busterôs! 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT 
Scott Jagodzinski, CPD, GPD 
847.513.4809 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT TECHNICAL 
Chris Winnie, P.E., CPD 
SmithGroup 
847.400.6017 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT LEGISLATIVE 
George Yonke, EIT, CPD 
SmithGroup 
815.355.8528 
aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Claire Connors 
Mid-Continent Marketing 
aspe.chicago.vpm@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT AFFILIATE 
Darren Rich 
Friedman & Dorrans Sales, Inc. 
224.833.6023 
aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Lindsey Lehman, CPD 
ME Engineers 
847.668.3900 
aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
Kevin Lamech 
WT Group 
aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com  
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Emmanuel Aguilar 
Wight Co. 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
PRODUCT SHOW CHAIRMAN 
Chris Rohan, CPD, GPD 
The Engineering Studio 
847.795.8810 
aspe.chicago.pschairman@gmail.com 
 
ASPE CHICAGO JOBS PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 
aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com 
 
HISTORIAN 
Sean Allard 
McGuire Engineers 
sallard@mepcinc.com 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR/  
WEBMASTER  
Jeff Gallagher, P.E., CPD 
Viega, LLC 
224.407.1813 
aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com 
 
AYP LIAISON 
Robert Thomm 
Evergreen Sales 
608.339.1185 
aspe.chicago.ayp@gmail.com 
 
WOA LIAISON 
Judith Torres 
Epstein Architecture, Engineering & 
Construction 
jtorres@epsteinglobal.com 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR 
Chris Rohan, CPD, GPD 
The Engineering Studio 
847.795.8810 
aspe.chicago.social@gmail.com 
 
WEBSITE 
http://chicago.aspe.org/ 
 
 
 
FOLLOW US ON: 

Scott Jagodzinski, CPD, GPD 
ASPE Chicago Chapter President 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 

https://connect.aspe.org/home
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPM@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.PSchairman@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com
mailto:sallard@mepcinc.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.AYP@gmail.com
mailto:jtorres@epsteinglobal.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.social@gmail.com
http://chicago.aspe.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-society-of-plumbing-engineers/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanSocietyofPlumbingEngineers/
https://www.instagram.com/aspe_org/
https://twitter.com/ASPEorg
https://www.aspe.org/
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TDH RETURNS 
 
After a brief hiatus in October, TDH returned before the November ASPE 
Chicago meeting. It was a small, but thoughtful gathering. There was 
also some discussion, aka bar talk, before the gathering that offered 
some interesting insights as well. Some of what was discussed over the 
course of the evening includes (and please note that the vast majority of 
the discussion that follows is my own ï I cannot speak for the Chapter or 
for anyone who attended): 
 

Generational differences in work ethic/OT ï For some ñold-timersò (me included), it 
was a given that extra hours would be put in including on Saturdays. Today, many  
employees are saying NO to that. Not speaking for anyone other than myself, I think it is healthy to have those bound-
aries even though we should all understand that the nature of our industry sometimes requires us to put in some extra 
hours. 
 

¶ Saying NO ï just said it above. We all need to decide when it is acceptable to say yes or no. There is sometimes 
a fine line between doing what we need to do to get a project out the door and making the break between work 
time and personal time.  

¶ Being stretched too thin ï speaking from my own experience, we sometimes need to be careful about how much 
we take on (see Saying No above). Some things we bring on ourselves. Sometimes we are afraid to tell someone 
no. We can only do what we can do, and we need to protect ourselves at all costs. If this is something you are 
struggling with, talk with me next time you see me, and I will tell you about some difficult decisions Iôve made re-
cently to protect me and my mental health.  

¶ Importance of using PTO ï Iôve mentioned this before. Never be afraid of using your PTO and donôt let ANYONE 
make you feel bad about using it. It is YOURS. If you were not expected to use it, then they should not have given 
it to you. Yes, we sometimes need to make arrangements to handle things at work while we are away, but if we 
need to take our PTO (hopefully with some forewarning), thatôs what we need to do. 

¶ Work slowdown during the holidays ï We are getting to that time of year where some Clients are trying to 
spend all their money by the end of the year. The next couple of weeks can be frenzied for some of us. And then, 
people start taking some time off, work slows WAYYYY down as the year ends, and then it may take some time to 
get rolling again in the new year. Enjoy the slowdown. Use that time for yourself. Use that time to clean up ï may-
be file some emails? That is a goal for me as I try to get my inbox back UNDER 16,000 emails! Make good use of 
the downtime and recharge your battery so you will be ready for when work gets crazy busy again. 

 
Our next gathering will be REALLY soon ï Thursday December 11 before the ASPE Chicago Booster Night/Holiday 
party. I anticipate we will be chatting about the chaos and stress that comes with it around the holidays. We gathered 
at the party venue last year and it was REALLY loud. Weôre thinking about gathering somewhere nearby 
(Schaumburg) that might be a little quieter. A location has not been selected. However, if you are thinking about joining 
us (hoping we start by 4:30pm) and/or you have a location in mind, please let me know! Heck, we can even meet in-
side the mall! Ooooh, holiday shopping trip before TDH!??! Just kidding! Note that even at this time of year, TDH still 
stands for Total Dynamic Head and NOT Those Dang Holidays! 
 
Hope to see you soon and please be well. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
. 

 

 

Jason McDonald 
ASPE Chicago Past President 
jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com; 847.316.9258 

mailto:jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com
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