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Chicago Regional Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
Vol. 56, No. 9                                                       April 2025 

MENU: 
 
Main Course: 

¶ Pulled pork with rolls   

¶ Fried Chicken 
 
Side:  

¶ Baked Beans 

¶ Chunky Cole Slaw 

¶ Vegetables 
 
Dessert: 

¶ Assorted Cookies & Brownies 
 
Drinks: 

¶ Non-Alcoholic soft drinks, Water 
 

 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

5:30-6:30 pm  Socializing and Plant Tour Hour 
 
6:30 pm  Dinner: ($45 for ASPE Members $70 Non-Members).   

 RSVPs must be received by 6:00 PM on Tuesday,  
  April 15th (RSVPs received after this time will be 

 charged  a $5 late fee).  
 
7:15 pm  Manufacturer Spotlight: Grundfos Booster Pumps 
  by Chris Swade with Lyall Thresher & Cody Williams with 

 Grundfos 
 
7:15-8:30 pm Main Presentation: Sustainable Pressure Boosting Solu-

tions for Commercial Buildings by Irfan Ashrafi with Grund-
fos (0.1 CEUs Available!) 

 
 
 
 
 
Please RSVP on the Chicago.aspe.org website in lieu of calling or  

emailing, thank you for your cooperation! 

https://www.hsarep.com/
https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwj9pb2NoNeMAxVwR_8BHRtLIX4YABADGgJtZA&co=1&ase=2&gclid=CjwKCAjw5PK_BhBBEiwAL7GTPViGtCB-yj24tz7ZQPBSQPlD2lMBsXmTPRTDLMmyNSlTHoqtffbMbxoCU-YQAvD_BwE&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESVuD2n15QrLF2gAH-aeAG1
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwj9pb2NoNeMAxVwR_8BHRtLIX4YABADGgJtZA&co=1&ase=2&gclid=CjwKCAjw5PK_BhBBEiwAL7GTPViGtCB-yj24tz7ZQPBSQPlD2lMBsXmTPRTDLMmyNSlTHoqtffbMbxoCU-YQAvD_BwE&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESVuD2n15QrLF2gAH-aeAG1
https://chicago.aspe.org/
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If you would like to present any of these topics or become a meeting  
sponsor, please contact VP Technical, Justin Wroblewski at aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com. 

2024-2025 ASPE Chicago Meeting Schedule 
Date Technical Presentation & Manufacturer Spotlight CEU Location 

Thursday, September 
19, 2024 

Presentation: Hot Water Recirculation: Dealing with Codes and  
Expectations  

Speaker: Chris Wisinski  
 

Mfr Spotlight: Watts Hot Water Solutions 
Speaker: Chris Wisinski  

0.1 
Venuti's 

2251 W. Lake Street 
Addison,IL 60101 

Thursday, October 03, 
2024 

Presentation:   AGS - Lab Gas Saftey 
Speaker:   Chris May  

 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, October 10, 
2024 

Presentation: Design and Sizing Considerations for Oil Separators, Solids 
Interceptors, and Acid Neutralization Tanks.  

Speaker: Gabe Ismert 
 

Mfr Spotlight:  Evergreen Sales/Striem 
Speaker:  Gabe Ismert 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

10/18/2024ð
10/23/2024 

ASPE CONVENTION & EXPO 2024 
 

CLICK TO REGISTER: https://expo.aspe.org/ 

Several 
Hours 
Avail. 

Columbus, OH 

Thursday, November 
14, 2024 

Presentation: Plumbing Installation Demonstrations For ASPE Chicago 
Speaker: Billy Brooks with Local 130 

 
No Manufacturer Spotlight - Extended Demonstration Time 

0.1 

Local 130 Union Hall 
Joliet  

2114 Frontage Road  
Joliet, Illinois 60436 

Thursday, December 
05, 2024 

Presentation: Plumbing Installation Demonstrations For ASPE Chicago 
Speaker: Brandon Harwell 

 
Mfr Spotlight / Vendor Tabletop - Lyall, Thresher & Associates 

0.1 

Plumbers Local 130  
Training Center 

1400 W Washington Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60607 

Thursday, December 
12, 2024 

ASPE Chicago Holiday Party & Toy Drive N/A 
Dave & Busterôs 
601 N Martingale Rd 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

Thursday, January 16, 
2025 

Presentation: Plumbing Installation Demonstrations For ASPE Chicago 
Speaker: Hamaas Ibrahim 

 
No Manufacturer Spotlight - Extended Demonstration Time 

0.1 

Local 130 Union Hall 
Volo 

31855 North U.S. HWY 12  
Volo, Illinois 60073 

Thursday, February 06, 
2025 

Presentation: Advanced BlueBeam Tips & Tricks 
Speaker: Chris Winnie 

 
Mfr Spotlight:  
Speaker:  

0.1 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, February 20, 
2025 

Presentation:  Firestop 101 
Speaker: Mohamed Zabady & Kurt Schlickman 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Navien Tankless Water Heaters 

Speaker: Mark Brickey 

0.1 
Noon Whistle 

800 E Roosevelt Rd 
Lombard, IL 60148 

Friday, March 21, 2025 
 

ASPE Chicago Chapter EXPO and Technical Seminars Co-located with 
ILPHCC EXPO 

0.4 

 
Drury Lane Conference 
Center, 100 Drury Lane, 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL, 

60181  

Thursday, April 17, 2025 

Presentation: Sustainable Pressure Boosting Solutions for Commercial 
Buildings 

Speaker: Irfan Ashrafi 
 

Mfr Spotlight: Grundfos Booster Pumps 
Speaker: Chris Swade & Cody Williams 

0.1 
Grundfos 

3905 Enterprise Ct 
Aurora, IL 60504 

Thursday, May 22, 2025 

Presentation: Wireless Water Leak Detection Systems 
Speaker: Jason Romano 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Watts Build Alert 
Speaker: Jason Romano 

0.1 
Morettiôs 

6727 N Olmsted Ave,  
Chicago, IL 60631 

Friday, June 13, 2025 Stephen Triphahn Memorial ASPE Chicago Golf Outing N/A 

St. Andrews Golf & Country 
Club 

2241 Illinois Rte 59, West 
Chicago, IL 60185 

mailto:aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGM3YTJlZjEtMGE2ZC00MDE4LTk0OWItNWJkMmQzMWVlZDQ5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ec3d1974-1c4e-4b01-8dd3-880fe4716e1c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b5fd2984-cccc-4f41-9b7f-300aef8bc0aa%22%7d
https://expo.aspe.org/?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=Paid&utm_campaign=LAL%2024&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwiMmwBhDmARIsABeQ7xQIuUpTqfaiNh6j3Y9ZYQOp3yrZfwvHY2p3lk7Hg0rDYadEnpls1ZgaAmS9EALw_wcB
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTI0MGM0ZTEtMGQ4MC00OGY4LTg5OTMtYmQzZGEyYjRiNGU1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ec3d1974-1c4e-4b01-8dd3-880fe4716e1c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b5fd2984-cccc-4f41-9b7f-300aef8bc0aa%22%7d
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 PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 
Greetings ASPE Chicago! April showers bring May flowers? I wish it 
actually felt like April, but here we are! For those of you with children 
playing spring sports, you know exactly what Iôm talking about!  
 
Thank you to everyone that came out to the Co-Located ILPHCC / ASPE 
Chicago Expo in March, especially our technical session presenters. We 
had around 70 people attend the technical sessions based on the sign-in 

sheets. Thank you to all our ASPE Supporters this year! Their support allowed us to give 
away over $2,500 worth of door prizes (19 prizes) to engineers in attendance. We had at 
least 50 door prize entries. Please see Administrative Secretary, Chris Swadeôs article for 
the winners and prizes given away. Our goal is always to improve on ASPEôs 
involvement and visibility at the show each year. If you have any feedback on ASPEôs 
involvement in the Expo, please reach out 
 
This month, we are headed out to Grundfos in Aurora, IL. Thank you to Grundfos for 
hosting our meeting. I know this meeting is a bit remote for some people but hope you 
can make it out. Please see VP Technical, Justin Wroblewskiôs article for more 
information. 
 
ASPE Chicago Board Elections 
Coming in May, we will be having our Board Elections. All board positions are available 
to any active ASPE member, except for President. We do require that the President 
position be filled by someone who has served as VP Technical first. There will be 
multiple positions available to those that are interested. It is always good to get new 
blood on the board, bringing fresh ideas and insight to the table. Please reach out to any 
board member if you have any questions or would like to have your name added to the 
ballot. Our current Chicago Chapter Board roles and candidates running in May are as 
follows: 
 

 
 
World Plumbing Day - Feed My Starving Children Event 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered their valuable time and/or donated to the 
Feed My Starving Children cause! We had 45 volunteers on hand this year to help pack 
49,248 meals in our session, which will feed 134 children for a year! Thanks to your 
support, we were able to raise $1,126, which is enough money to feed 11 more children 
for a year!  

Chapter Officer Current Board Position 2025-2027 Candidate(s) 

Chris Rohan President Scott Jagodzinski 

Justin Wroblewski VP Technical Chris Winnie 

Chris Winnie VP Legislative George Yonke 

Phil Traynor VP Membership OPEN 

Darren Rich VP Affiliate Darren Rich 

Chris Swade Administrative Secretary Kevin Lamech 

Lindsey Lehman Treasurer Lindsey Lehman 

Erik Fridlund Corresponding Secretary Emmanuel Aguilar 

President Appointed Positions 

Lauren Barraza Golf Committee Chairman   

Rob Thomm AYP Liaison   

Jeff Gallagher Newsletter Editor / Webmaster   

Judy Torres WOA Liaison   

Mark Mannarelli Education Chairman   

Eric Cottrell Social Media Director   

Chris Rohan Product Show Chairman   

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT 
Chris Rohan, CPD, GPD 
The Engineering Studio, Inc. 
847.795.8810 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT TECHNICAL 
Justin Wroblewski, CPD 
AMS Mechanical 
630.969.7000 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT LEGISLATIVE 
Chris Winnie, P.E., CPD 
SmithGroup 
847.400.6017 
aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Phil Traynor, CPMR 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.vpm@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT AFFILIATE 
Darren Rich 
Friedman & Dorrans Sales, Inc. 
224.833.6023 
aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Lindsey Lehman, CPD 
ME Engineers 
847.668.3900 
aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
Chris Swade 
Lyall Thresher 
847.857.1554 
aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com  
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Erik Fridlund 
Kohler 
847.363.5980 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
PRODUCT SHOW CHAIR 
POSITION OPEN 
aspe.chicago.pschairman@gmail.com 
 
ASPE CHICAGO JOBS PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 
aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com 
 
HISTORIAN 
Joe Ficek, CPD, GPD, ASSE 12080 
Grumman/Butkus 
847.316.9222 
jficek@grummanbutkus.com 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR/  
WEBMASTER  
Jeff Gallagher, P.E., CPD 
Viega, LLC 
224.407.1813 
aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com 
 
AYP LIAISON 
Robert Thomm 
Evergreen Sales 
608.339.1185 
aspe.chicago.ayp@gmail.com 
 
WOA LIAISON 
Judith Torres 
Epstein Architecture, Engineering & 
Construction 
jtorres@epsteinglobal.com 
 
AMBASSADOR 
Phil Traynor 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR 
Chris Rohan, CPD, GPD 
aspe.chicago.social@gmail.com 
 
WEBSITE 
http://chicago.aspe.org/ 
 
FOLLOW US ON: 

Continued on Page 4 

mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPM@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.PSchairman@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com
mailto:jficek@grummanbutkus.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.AYP@gmail.com
mailto:jtorres@epsteinglobal.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.social@gmail.com
http://chicago.aspe.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE, CONTINUED... 
 
Although we fell short of the goal this year to purchase a pallet ($2,255), the generosity of this Chapter always im-
presses me! If you would still like to donate to the cause, you can do so here https://give.fmsc.org/team/629929 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2025 Stephen Triphahn Memorial ASPE Chicago Golf Outing ï NEW LOCATION 
Mark your calendar for Friday, June 13th! This year we will be hosting the golf outing at St. Andrews Golf & Country 
Club in West Chicago with a shotgun start at 9:30am. REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!: https://chicago.aspe.org/2025-
golf-outing.html 

Shoot the  with ASPE Chicago! 
On Friday, May 9th, and on the 2nd Friday of each month, we will be hosting a very casual, laid back, open conversa-
tion for about 30 minutes during the lunch hour starting at 12pm. Topics for future Shoot the $h!t meetings could in-
clude REVIT, industry frustrations, design strategies, anything industry related. What do you want to talk about? Send 
us any ideas you may have! The point of this is to have fun and generate some good conversation. Mark your calendar 
now for our next Shoot the $h!t meeting! Use the link to join the meeting https://meet.google.com/mbv-yjrk-etc 
 
ASPE Chicago gets Social! 
Did you know that ASPE Chicago is also available via social media? Be sure to tag ASPE Chicago in your posts to 
help generate more views using the following social media accounts: 
 
 
While you are connecting to ASPE Chicago, please also follow ASPE National here:  
 
 
 
Hope to see you at our April meeting @ Grundfos! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Chris Rohan, CPD 
Chicago Chapter President 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 

https://give.fmsc.org/team/629929
https://chicago.aspe.org/2025-golf-outing.html
https://chicago.aspe.org/2025-golf-outing.html
https://meet.google.com/mbv-yjrk-etc
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-society-of-plumbing-engineers/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanSocietyofPlumbingEngineers/
https://www.instagram.com/aspe_org/
https://twitter.com/ASPEorg
https://www.aspe.org/
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 TDH MORNING GATHERING  
 
I hope this finds you well. For the second straight year, the 
TDH group gathered for breakfast before the Product 
Show. Breakfast was delicious and the coffee flowed 
freely. Great way to start the day. 
 
With a long day of ASPE ahead of us, we talked about vol-
unteering. If you have ever volunteered for ASPE or any-
thing else, your pay was probably the same as ours ï zilch. 

But you do it because you care. Right? All too often, though, we volunteer to 
serve because no one else wants to, or because someone asks us to, or the 
worsté.we are volunTOLD. No matter the reason, if you volunteer for some-
thing, you should be prepared to do the work. If you know that you will not 
be able to put in that work or donôt WANT to put in that work, then donôt vol-
unteer. I think it is really that simple. Maybe sometime down the line, you will 
learn that you have both the time and the desire to step in. Itôs volunteering ï there will very likely be a position for you 
to fill regardless of the organization or cause. 
 
This is a nice segue into something else we discussedé.what to do when you know you need to make a change. Letôs 
use volunteering as an example. You volunteered to be on a committee. Your life is getting busier and more hectic. 
Your kid has the flu. You are swamped at work. You have no time for yourself. You need to get out of this. Recogniz-
ing that you need to make a change and actually making that change are COMPLETELY different things. I look at it 
like this ï you need to always look out for #1. You MUST advocate for yourself. Yes, you can get others to help. But it 
starts with you. This is not easy for some people. Often, if you handle your exit well, you will not burn any bridges and 
that place or something else might be there in the future should your situation change. Our example is volunteering. 
But this goes for work, relationships, and so much more. If you KNOW you need to make a change, be brave, talk with 
someone you trust if you need to, and make that change.  
 
The last thing we talked about was how overwhelming personal struggles can be and how helpful employer support 
can be. Sometimes life, health, and other personal issues can be so encompassing that they affect you EVERY-
WHERE - home, in the car, at work, and everywhere else. You may feel like that rain cloud keeps following you. If this 
is the case, talk with your supervisor, boss, or whatever you call them. You can let them know that you are dealing with 
some stuff that you are trying to overcome. You are in total control of how little or how much you share ï set that 
boundary before you talk. Any business worth anything will do its best to understand and to support you. If they donôt, 
then maybe they donôt deserve you.  
 
This is probably a good time to issue a disclaimer. The words in these TDH articles are my own, and do not necessari-
ly reflect the views of ASPE Chicago. TDH is a mission. It's a mission to help my fellow ASPE members to find bal-
ance, to have healthy work boundaries, to have somewhere to share the things they are struggling with (or champion-
ing) at work or otherwise, and to be the very best versions of themselves that they can be. TDH is leading us to some 
really in-depth conversations. Sure, some of our chats are not so deep, as well. There are still no limits to what we will 
discuss. Most importantly, we are there to support each other. No judgement. And nothing personal leaves the group. 
If you want to join us, just let me know (my contact info is below). Weôd love to have you.  
 
Our next TDH gathering will be before the ASPE Chicago meeting on April 17. TDH will meet in Naperville around 

4:00pm before the meeting at Grundfos in Aurora. To get the TDH location, you need to let me know that you plan 

to be there, and then the location will be shared. Otherwise, we will see you at Grundfos. 

 
Be well! 

Jason McDonald 
ASPE Chicago Past President 
jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com; 847.316.9258 

 

mailto:jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com
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https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/
mailto:info@inlandsalesgroup.com
https://www.mcwane.com/
https://abifoundry.com/
https://www.anaco-husky.com/
https://www.tylerpipe.com/
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https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/
https://www.leonardvalve.com/
https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/
https://www.leonardvalve.com/
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VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL: TECHNICALLY SPEAKING 
 
**NEW LOCATION ALERT** 

We will be visiting the Grundfos Facility in Aurora on Thursday April 17th.  This will be a little bit of a 
different meeting this month.  We will be getting a mini tour of the Grundfos facility followed by a 
presentation on Sustainable pressure boosting solutions.  

April Meeting Location ï Grundfos 3905 Enterprise Ct, Aurora, IL 60504 

Manufacture Spotlight:  Grundfos Booster Pumps ï Chris Swade & Cody Williams 

Due to having a tour as a part of this month Alcohol will not be served.  

Main Presentation: Sustainable Pressure Boosting Solutions for Commercial Buildings 

Presented by:  Irfan Ashrafi 

Irfan Ashrafi is a dynamic and experienced Technical Sales Manager, Sustainability Consultant, and Business Devel-
opment expert based in Canada. With over a decade of experience in the engineering and sustainability sectors, Irfan 
has a proven track record in driving sales, expanding business opportunities, and fostering sustainable solutions 
across multiple markets, including the USA and Canada. 

Currently working at Grundfos, a leading global water technology company, Irfan has held several key roles over the 
past 12 years. His current position as Technical Sales Manager focuses on providing ad-
vanced water and energy-saving solutions to clients in North America, leveraging his ex-
pertise in technical sales, business development, and sustainability consulting. 

Before taking on his current role, Irfan served as District Sales Manager for the United 
States, where he successfully led sales initiatives and built strong relationships with cus-
tomers across diverse sectors. From January 2020 to October 2022, he also worked as a 
Senior Business Development Manager in Saudi Arabia, focusing on commercial buildings 
and services, where he significantly contributed to the companyôs growth in the Middle 
East. 

Irfan holds a Bachelor of Engineering (B.E.) in Mechanical Engineering from Osmania Uni-
versity, which laid the foundation for his technical expertise in engineering, electrical engineering, and energy efficien-
cy. 

At Grundfos, Irfan has been a key advocate for energy-efficient solutions, such as proportional pressure technology in 
water boosting systems, and he frequently engages with industry professionals to promote sustainable practices. He is 
passionate about creating smarter solutions that contribute to both energy savings and enhanced system perfor-
mance. 

Beyond his professional expertise, Irfan is fluent in English and Hindi and is endorsed for his strong skills in engineer-
ing, electrical engineering, and business development. 

 

May Meeting - New location ï Morettiôs ï Edison Park  

 

Thanks, 

 

 

Justin Wroblewski, CPD 
Chicago Chapter Vice President, Technical 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 

https://www.google.com/maps?rlz=1C1FKPE_enUS1153US1154&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBggAEEUYOTINCAEQLhivARjHARiABDIICAIQABgWGB4yCAgDEAAYFhgeMggIBBAAGBYYHjIICAUQABgWGB4yDQgGEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgHEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgIEAAYhgMYgAQYigXSAQgyOTY2ajBqN6gCA
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=6727%20Olmsted%2C%20Chicago%2C%20IL%2060631&query_place_id=ChIJ_-V00aDJD4gRS1VP_L-SHVw
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
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https://www.mcmsl.com/
https://www.josam.com/
https://www.mcmsl.com/
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