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AGENDA 
 

5:30-6:30 pm  Cocktail Hour Sponsored by:  
 
6:30 pm  Dinner: ($45 for ASPE Members $70 Non-Members).   

 RSVPs must be received by 6:00 PM on Monday,  
  February 17th (RSVPs received after this time will be 

 charged  a $5 late fee).  
 
7:15 pm  Manufacturer Spotlight: Navien Tankless Water Heaters    

 by Mark Brickey with Metropolitan Industries 
 
 
7:15-8:30 pm Main Presentation: Firestop 101: A Life Safety Issue by 

Hilti by Mohamed Zabady & Kurt Schlickman with Hilti Chi-
cago. (0.1 CEUs Available!) 

 
 
Please RSVP on the Chicago.aspe.org website in lieu of calling or  

emailing, thank you for your cooperation! 

Chicago Regional Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
Vol. 56, No. 7                                                       February 2025 

ñChapters are not authorized to speak for the Societyò 

MENU: 
 
Main Course: 

¶ Homemade Lasagna 

¶ Spaghetti with meatballs 

¶ Italian sausage with green pep-
pers and onions  

 
Side:  

¶ Caesar Salad 
 
Dessert: 

¶ Assorted Cookies & Brownies 
 
Drinks: 

¶ Craft Beers, Coffee, Tea, Soda 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.hsarep.com/
https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/eUGAXh6jP6PCJs88A
https://bornquist.com/
https://www.noonwhistlebrewing.com/
https://plumberslu130ua.com/
https://www.navieninc.com/
https://bornquist.com/
https://chicago.aspe.org/
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If you would like to present any of these topics or become a meeting  
sponsor, please contact VP Technical, Justin Wroblewski at aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com. 

2024-2025 ASPE Chicago Meeting Schedule 
Date Technical Presentation & Manufacturer Spotlight CEU Location 

Thursday, September 
19, 2024 

Presentation: Hot Water Recirculation: Dealing with Codes and  
Expectations  

Speaker: Chris Wisinski  
 

Mfr Spotlight: Watts Hot Water Solutions 
Speaker: Chris Wisinski  

0.1 
Venuti's 

2251 W. Lake Street 
Addison,IL 60101 

Thursday, October 03, 
2024 

Presentation:   AGS - Lab Gas Saftey 
Speaker:   Chris May  

 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, October 10, 
2024 

Presentation: Design and Sizing Considerations for Oil Separators, Solids 
Interceptors, and Acid Neutralization Tanks.  

Speaker: Gabe Ismert 
 

Mfr Spotlight:  Evergreen Sales/Striem 
Speaker:  Gabe Ismert 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

10/18/2024ð
10/23/2024 

ASPE CONVENTION & EXPO 2024 
 

CLICK TO REGISTER: https://expo.aspe.org/ 

Several 
Hours 
Avail. 

Columbus, OH 

Thursday, November 
14, 2024 

Presentation: Plumbing Installation Demonstrations For ASPE Chicago 
Speaker: Billy Brooks with Local 130 

 
No Manufacturer Spotlight - Extended Demonstration Time 

0.1 

Local 130 Union Hall 
Joliet  

2114 Frontage Road  
Joliet, Illinois 60436 

Thursday, December 
05, 2024 

Presentation: Plumbing Installation Demonstrations For ASPE Chicago 
Speaker: Brandon Harwell 

 
Mfr Spotlight / Vendor Tabletop - Lyall, Thresher & Associates 

0.1 

Plumbers Local 130  
Training Center 

1400 W Washington Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60607 

Thursday, December 
12, 2024 

ASPE Chicago Holiday Party & Toy Drive N/A 
Dave & Busterôs 
601 N Martingale Rd 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

Thursday, January 16, 
2025 

Presentation: Plumbing Installation Demonstrations For ASPE Chicago 
Speaker: Hamaas Ibrahim 

 
No Manufacturer Spotlight - Extended Demonstration Time 

0.1 

Local 130 Union Hall 
Volo 

31855 North U.S. HWY 12  
Volo, Illinois 60073 

Thursday, February 06, 
2025 

Presentation: Advanced BlueBeam Tips & Tricks 
Speaker: Chris Winnie 

 
Mfr Spotlight:  
Speaker:  

0.1 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, February 20, 
2025 

Presentation:  Firestop 101 
Speaker: Mohamed Zabady & Kurt Schlickman 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Navien Tankless Water Heaters 

Speaker: Mark Brickey 

0.1 
Noon Whistle 

800 E Roosevelt Rd 
Lombard, IL 60148 

Friday, March 21, 2025 
 

ASPE Chicago Chapter EXPO and Technical Seminars Co-located with 
ILPHCC EXPO 

0.4 

 
Drury Lane Conference 
Center, 100 Drury Lane, 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL, 

60181  

Thursday, April 17, 2025 

Presentation: Sustainable Pressure Boosting Solutions for Commercial 
Buildings 

Speaker: Irfan Ashrafi 
 

Mfr Spotlight: Grundfos Booster Pumps 
Speaker: Chris Swade & Cody Williams 

0.1 
Grundfos 

3905 Enterprise Ct 
Aurora, IL 60504 

Thursday, May 22, 2025 

Presentation: Wireless Water Leak Detection Systems 
Speaker: Jason Romano 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Watts Build Alert 
Speaker: Jason Romano 

0.1 TBD 

Friday, June 13, 2025 Stephen Triphahn Memorial ASPE Chicago Golf Outing N/A 

St. Andrews Golf & Country 
Club 

2241 Illinois Rte 59, West 
Chicago, IL 60185 

mailto:aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGM3YTJlZjEtMGE2ZC00MDE4LTk0OWItNWJkMmQzMWVlZDQ5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ec3d1974-1c4e-4b01-8dd3-880fe4716e1c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b5fd2984-cccc-4f41-9b7f-300aef8bc0aa%22%7d
https://expo.aspe.org/?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=Paid&utm_campaign=LAL%2024&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwiMmwBhDmARIsABeQ7xQIuUpTqfaiNh6j3Y9ZYQOp3yrZfwvHY2p3lk7Hg0rDYadEnpls1ZgaAmS9EALw_wcB
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTI0MGM0ZTEtMGQ4MC00OGY4LTg5OTMtYmQzZGEyYjRiNGU1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ec3d1974-1c4e-4b01-8dd3-880fe4716e1c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b5fd2984-cccc-4f41-9b7f-300aef8bc0aa%22%7d
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 PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 
Greetings ASPE Chicago! The end of winter is within sight and knock on 
wood, we have gone largely unscathed! 
 
Thank you to everyone that made the trek up to Volo for our January 
meeting at Plumbers Local 130 Training Center for some hands-on 
activities, demonstrations, and facility tours. Thank you to Hamaas 
Ibrahim and all the other Local 130 instructors and apprentices for 

hosting us! 
 
This month we head to Noon Whistle Brewing Co in Lombard, IL for what should be a 
very informative presentation on firestopping, something that seems to get overlooked 
too often. Please see Justin Wroblewskiôs article for more details!   
 
We will have a special guest this month, Stacey Hartman from Feed My Starving 
Children is going to come  rally support for our World Plumbing Day event on March 
14th. Last year, her appearance resulted in a surprise $2,255 donation from one of our 
generous members to purchase an entire pallet of food. Be sure to bring some cash for 
our 50/50 Enhanced Raffle, which will also go to FMSC this month!  
 
Outdoor Curling Social 
 
For anyone that has ever wanted to try out curling, join us for some fun and socializing at 
Itasca Country Club on Tuesday, February 25, from 600-830pm.  Appetizers will be 
provided and the bar will be sponsored by our friends at NIBCO. Members will be asked 
to pay $10 at the door to help offset our costs. Space is limited for those that want to try 
curling, otherwise just come hang out with the ASPE crew! To RSVP CLICK HERE 
 
Check out this WGN story about the setup 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMkv3RE1rI4  
 
World Plumbing Day - Feed My Starving Children Event 
 
Join us for our 4th Annual World Plumbing Day celebration by 
helping pack meals for Feed My Starving Children on Friday 
morning, March 14. This is always a great and fulfilling 
experience that I highly recommend if you have never had the 
opportunity to pack meals for FMSC. Each attendee will 
receive a free T-shirt to wear while we pack meals to show 
the strength of ASPEôs support!  
 
Last year we raised $5,000, which was matched for a total of 
$10,000! Our goal again is to raise enough money to 
purchase at least one (1) pallet of food which costs $2,255. A 
pallet of food will provide7,776 meals, feeding 21 children for 
an entire year. Letôs do it again Chicago! 
 
REGISTER https://forms.gle/7vsEP2cr5wDggeTu7  
DONATE https://give.fmsc.org/team/629929 
 
ILPHCC / ASPE Chicago EXPO 
 
The co-located ILPHCC / ASPE Chicago EXPO will be returning on March 21, at the 
Drury Lane Conference Center in Oakbrook Terrace. We will once again have 4 hours of 
education sessions with a Product Show to follow. More information on the speakers and 
presentations will be available soon.   
 
If youôre an Affiliate Member who has not registered for a booth for the show and would 
like to participate, ALL manufacturer registrations are handled directly through the 
ILPHCC website, www.ilphcc.com/expo.   
 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT 
Chris Rohan, CPD 
The Engineering Studio, Inc. 
847.795.8810 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT TECHNICAL 
Justin Wroblewski, CPD 
AMS Mechanical 
630.969.7000 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT LEGISLATIVE 
Chris Winnie, P.E., CPD 
SmithGroup 
847.400.6017 
aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Phil Traynor, CPMR 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.vpm@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT AFFILIATE 
Darren Rich 
Friedman & Dorrans Sales, Inc. 
224.833.6023 
aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Lindsey Lehman, CPD 
ME Engineers 
847.668.3900 
aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
Chris Swade 
Lyall Thresher 
847.857.1554 
aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com  
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Erik Fridlund 
Kohler 
847.363.5980 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
PRODUCT SHOW CHAIR 
POSITION OPEN 
aspe.chicago.pschairman@gmail.com 
 
ASPE CHICAGO JOBS PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 
aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com 
 
HISTORIAN 
Joe Ficek, CPD, GPD, ASSE 12080 
Grumman/Butkus 
847.316.9222 
jficek@grummanbutkus.com 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR/  
WEBMASTER  
Jeff Gallagher, P.E., CPD 
Viega, LLC 
224.407.1813 
aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com 
 
AYP LIAISON 
Robert Thomm 
Evergreen Sales 
608.339.1185 
aspe.chicago.ayp@gmail.com 
 
WOA LIAISON 
Judith Torres 
Epstein Architecture, Engineering & 
Construction 
jtorres@epsteinglobal.com 
 
AMBASSADOR 
Phil Traynor 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR 
Eric Cottrell 
aspe.chicago.social@gmail.com 
 
WEBSITE 
http://chicago.aspe.org/ 
 
FOLLOW US ON: 

Continued on Page 4 

https://forms.gle/5hFxQ71eBmj9S6N3A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMkv3RE1rI4
https://forms.gle/7vsEP2cr5wDggeTu7
https://give.fmsc.org/team/629929
http://www.ilphcc.com/expo.%20%20%0d
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPM@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.PSchairman@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com
mailto:jficek@grummanbutkus.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.AYP@gmail.com
mailto:jtorres@epsteinglobal.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.social@gmail.com
http://chicago.aspe.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE, CONTINUED... 
 
We do not receive any of the booth revenue from ILPHCC, but we do have expenses to cover for us to participate in 
this event, therefore, we are asking our Affiliates to please consider being a sponsor at one of our 4 partner/
partnership levels. Details will be sent out soon. 
 
Caleffi Meeting/Tour & Cubs @ Brewers  
 
On Friday, May 2, Caleffi will host the ASPE Chicago Chapter at their facility in Milwaukee for a 
non-proprietary technical session on hot water recirculation (0.1 CEU) and facility tour, followed by 
a Cubs vs Brewers game in the evening. Thank you to Lyall, Thresher & Associates for helping put 
this event together. Space is limited and will be first come first served. This opportunity is open to 
ALL Chicago Chapter members.  
 
You are welcome to drive yourself, but group transportation will be available for those that are inter-
ested for a small fee ($20/person max). The meetup location is TBD but will be in or near the Rose-
mont area. We plan on departing for Milwaukee around 1230pm and return to Chicago around 1030pm. To RSVP 
CLICK HERE. RSVP no later than February 28th. 
 
ASPE Chicago Board Elections 
Coming in May, we will be having our Board Elections. All board positions are available to 
any active ASPE Chicago member, except for President. We do require that the President 
position be filled by someone who has served as VP Technical first. There will be multiple 
positions available to those that are interested. It is always good to get new blood on the 
board, bringing fresh ideas and insight to the table. Please reach out to any board mem-
ber if you have any questions or to have your name added to the ballot. 
 
CPD Exam ï REGISTRATION OPEN! 
 
The 2025 Certified in Plumbing Design (CPD) Exam Registration is officially OPEN! The exam dates will be April 7-18, 
2025, with a registration deadline of April 1, 2024. CLICK FOR MORE INFO. 
 

Shoot the  with ASPE Chicago! 
 
On Friday, February 14th, and on the 2nd Friday of each month, we will be hosting a very casual, laid back, open con-
versation for about 30 minutes during the lunch hour starting at 12pm. Topics for future Shoot the $h!t meetings could 
include REVIT, industry frustrations, design strategies, anything industry related. What do you want to talk about? 
Send us any ideas you may have! The point of this is to have fun and generate some good conversation. Mark your 
calendar now for our next Shoot the $h!t meeting! Use the link to join the meeting https://meet.google.com/mbv-yjrk-
etc 
 
ASPE Chicago gets Social! 
 
Did you know that ASPE Chicago is also available via social media? Be sure to tag ASPE Chicago in your posts to 
help generate more views using the following social media accounts: 
 
 
While you are connecting to ASPE Chicago, please also follow ASPE National here:  
 
 
 
 
Hope to see you at our February meeting at Noon Whistle! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chris Rohan, CPD 
Chicago Chapter President 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePYkzlcd0UppUIM3RZXrdjrfCFBGlh4PepH_hoOUr0PM90YQ/viewform
https://aspe.org/education-credentialing/cpd/exam/
https://meet.google.com/mbv-yjrk-etc
https://meet.google.com/mbv-yjrk-etc
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-society-of-plumbing-engineers/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanSocietyofPlumbingEngineers/
https://www.instagram.com/aspe_org/
https://twitter.com/ASPEorg
https://www.aspe.org/
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                                 TDH GOES TO VOLO 
 
I hope this finds you well already a month into 2025. For 
those of you who do the resolution thingé.still going 
strong? Good luck with that! January saw us take the TDH 
show to Lake County, IL ï Volo to be exact. NEXT time up 
there, I will leave early enough to spend some time at the 
museum. If you attended the meeting, did you take some 
extra time to visit the museum? 
 

Our TDH gathering took place before the meeting. We met at Volo Quality 
Meats ï cool meat market with some seating and barely two minutes from the Local 130 Hall. We had some really 
good conversation that started with how we deal with confrontational people. Some people are just looking for the fight 
or argument. That led to us talking about how we need to surround ourselves with ñgoodò people. We all likely have 
relationships, some that may even be toxic, that are one-sided where we give WAY more than we get. Personally, for 
the past couple of years, I have been trying to put up higher boundaries with those people. Besides, who doesnôt pre-
fer to spend their time with those who fill their soul? 
 
We also talked about doing more for ourselves. You work hard and deserve to TREAT YO SELF (like Donna and Tom 
for you Parks and Rec fans)! Those treats might be going on the fishing trip or ski trip that youôve been putting off be-
cause of deadlines or whatever other reason. Treating yourself might also be spending a day vegging out on the couch 
flipping between shows, or taking the time to go get that pedicure you desperately need (I do it for the massage chair). 
Whatever brings you joy, think about trying to work those things more into your life. You will benefit. Your loved ones 
will benefit. And WORK will benefit! The only one that might NOT benefit is your bank account. Thatôs okay ï you will 
work to replenish it. 
 
Kind of a sidebar on that ï some of the good things you want to do for yourself take time. Hopefully you work some-
where that they give you paid time off (PTO). Use it! There are no prizes for the one who dies with the most PTO 
saved up. And do not let ANYONE make you feel guilty for taking your PTO. If work was willing to give it to you, they 
should also expect you to use it. And you are the ONLY one who decides when you take it. If there is an upcoming 
deadline, plan for it. If you are part of a team, others can fill in for you while you are away. Of course, you have to ex-
pect to also be there for them when they need their time ï itôs the circle of work life. 
 
We finished our gathering, I donôt recall if being near the museum was the inspiration, by talking about dream cars. 
That was a spirited conversation that really helped us finish on an up note.  
 
We talk about all things at TDH. So far, no topics have been avoided. Our next TDH gathering will be before the ASPE 
Chicago meeting on February 20 at Noon Whistle in Lombard. We will start around 5pm. Thatôs a pretty loud place ï 
we will try to meet in the Barrel Room before it gets filled up with people. If you want to join our February TDH gather-
ing, please drop me a line at JMcDonaldASPE@gmail.com. Hope to see you there. 
 
 
Be well! 

 
Jason McDonald 
ASPE Chicago Past President 
jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com; 847.316.9258 

 

https://www.volocars.com/attractions
https://voloqualitymeats.com/
https://voloqualitymeats.com/
mailto:JMcDonaldASPE@gmail.com
mailto:jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com
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https://www.bemismfg.com/
https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/
mailto:aspe.aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
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https://www.caleffi.com/en-us
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePYkzlcd0UppUIM3RZXrdjrfCFBGlh4PepH_hoOUr0PM90YQ/viewform
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VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL: TECHNICALLY SPEAKING 
 
Last month we visited the Local 130 in Volo to enjoy some great food and good company. During our 
visit at the Volo location our members were able to see first year apprentices working on soldering 
joints, assembling PEX loops, pressing different fittings, and we as a Chapter were able to participate 
in all stations. Although the venue was further than our typical meeting locations we still did have a 
good turnout.  
 
This month we are visiting a Noon Whistle in Lombard on Feb 20 @ 5:30 PM   

  800 E Roosevelt Rd, Lomard, IL 60148 
 

Manufacturer Spotlight: Navien Tankless Water Heaters by Mark Brickey with  
 

Bar Sponsor: Chris Wisinski & Finn Kliebhan with 
 

Main Presentation: Firestop 101: A Life Safety Issue by Hilti 
Presented by:  Mohamed Zabady & Kurt Schlickman ï Hilti Chicago.  
 

 

Presenter Bio: Mohamed Zabady studied Mechanical Engineering and holds an MBA from the University of Bolton in 
the UK. With 12 years of sales experience in construction, Moe have been with Hilti for 9 years, including 6 years as a 
Fire Protection Specialist in both Qatar and Chicago. During his time at Hilti, he has successfully supported various 
projects contributing to enhanced safety and compliance with industry standards. Moeôs profession-
al philosophy centers around proactive problem-solving and collaboration to achieve the highest 
standards of safety and site productivity. 
 
Kurt Schlickman attended Illinois State University where he graduated with a BA in Psychology. He 
has worked in sales for the past 21 years with the last 12 years spent at Hilti in a couple of different 
roles, including Key Account Manager for 9 years and then Fire Protection Specialist for the past 3 
years.  During his time at Hilti, his roles have been to help support metal/stud & drywall customers, 
provide technical expertise and support of Hiltiôs Firestop products and support the largest and most 
complex projects here in Chicagoland to ensure that customersô problems are solved, and timelines 
are met. Kurtôs philosophy is that it is never to early to be involved or talk about possible productivity enhancements 
and project pitfalls. His involvement helps identify inefficiencies and possible issues, the earlier we can make neces-
sary changes to ensure the project is finished on time without cost overruns and delays.  

Thank you, 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Justin Wroblewski, CPD 
Chicago Chapter Vice President, Technical 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Noon+Whistle+Brewing/@41.8621611,-88.0028266,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x880e4d9d6678f2cb:0x9875eb0367d2a351!8m2!3d41.8621611!4d-88.0006379
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
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WOMAN OF ASPE 
 
Happy  February, Valentine's Day is around the cornerða great opportunity to keep spreading love, 
friendship, and kindness.  
 
As the Women of ASPE Liaison, I encourage all members to keep a lookout for an upcoming survey to 
help plan our special event for April/May. Your input will be invaluable in making this event meaningful 
and impactful. 
 
Next month, we celebrate Women's History Monthða time to recognize the incredible contributions of 

women in engineering and beyond. Did you know that only about 16% of engineers in the U.S. are women? Despite 
this, women have played key roles in advancing engineering, from Emily Warren Roebling, who helped complete the 
Brooklyn Bridge, to Dr. Ellen Ochoa, the first Hispanic woman in space and an engineer herself. Letôs take this time to 
celebrate and empower the women shaping our industry! 
 
As we move forward, we encourage all members to actively participate in our events, share their insights, and contrib-
ute to the growth of our industry. Together, we continue to elevate the field of plumbing engineering and make a last-
ing impact on our communities. 
 
For more information on upcoming events and initiatives, visit Women of ASPE or contact me at judytorres-
leal@gmail.com 
 

Best, 
 

Judith Torres 
WOA Liaison 
judytorresleal@gmail.com 

https://aspe.org/membership-global-community/membership/special-interest-groups/women-of-aspe/
mailto:judytorresleal@gmail.com
https://fanddsales.com/
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VICE PRESIDENT, LEGISLATIVE 
 
Greetings Chicago Chapter Members!  
In this section of the newsletter you will hopefully find insight into plumbing engineering thought pro-
cesses and considerations. Over the last 3 years, these newsletters have been my outlet to dissemi-
nate knowledge and share my experiences. If thereôs ever a topic youôre itching to test your own theo-
ries, please feel free to reach out via email or at meetings and I would be more than happy to share it 
out here with my own thoughts included. 
 
Discussion between varying and contradicting ideas is the only way for us to get better. I encourage 

each of you to become the best you, you can be. 
 
What kind of jargon do you hear? Do you know.. 

¶ The difference between grease traps and grease interceptors? 

¶ The difference between drain tile and sub-soil drainage? 

¶ The difference between a lift station and a sewage ejector? 
 
In this monthôs newsletter I want to go over a few of these terms to bridge the gap. Feel free to share this snippet of 
the newsletter with a coworker who may be new to the industry to help them out and maybe theyôll see value in joining 
the ASPE community? Who knows, but you never know until you share the resources youôve provided for yourself! 
Also, if your parent/partner/kid has no idea about plumbing engineering and design, this could help them out ï right? 
 
Grease trap vs grease interceptor: This is a contentious topic that Iôll give my take on after sharing a couple Iôve 
heard (1) the person selling these products will call it whatever you call it (2) the Owner and Architect will call the de-
vice one term and no matter how many times you correct them on its proper name, they will revert back to the term 
they thought it was to begin with. My take on it is that a grease trap is located under a sink and is supposed to be the 
water trap that separates the occupied room/kitchen from the odors that live in the sanitary system. Meanwhile, a 
grease interceptor is a device that collects greasy waste from one or more fixtures, but it does not serve as the water 
trap for that fixture. 
 
Drain tile vs sub-soil drainage: This comes as a preference that could vary because of region or occupation. I have 
seen both terms used on drawings from the 1960s (different engineers), so I doubt to achieve any sort of consensus 
with my authoring of this passage. Drain tile, sub-soil drainage, farm tile, under slab drain, under drain, de-watering 
drain, foundation drain, and perimeter drain all are trying to describe the same thing with the various terms maybe de-
scribing a different function for the same system. For each of these, youôre required to provide pipe with perforations in 
the soil, and it is highly recommended to provide geo-textile fabric around the pipe so there is no soil erosion. 
 
Lift station vs sewage ejector: A lift station can describe any number of pumps such as sewage ejector, sump pump, 
or elevator pit pump. However, a sewage ejector most directly defines a pump that lifts sanitary sewer waste up and 
ejects it to leave the building. 
 
Plenum vs the volume above a ceiling: The use of plenum used to only refer to return air plenums that the HVAC 
engineer might be using for their ductwork and system design. Whereby any material installed in a return air plenum 
must meet ASTM E 84 requirements, which is a flame and smoke spread test to assure any fire that gets to the ceiling 
does not continue to spread to other portions of the building. Nowadays, folks who say plenums are actually only trying 
to refer to the volume above a ceiling where a ducted return may be used. If anyone asks me, our industry should 
bring this difference back to the foreground. And I wonder if anyone in the industry shows return air plenum areas de-
fined on their plumbing drawings. 
 
Propress fittings vs press fittings: The difference is similar to the difference between Kleenex and tissue paper. 
Propress is a registered trademark of Viega while press fittings can be used for all manufacturers selling the fittings it 
is trying to describe. 

Curtainwall vs windows: We all know what windows are ï right? Well curtainwall is a description to define a wall of 
windows that create a sleek, continuous exterior appearance. There is a lot of heat transfer through the curtainwall, but 
this isnôt a newsletter for ASHRAE so youôll need to find another source to understand the problems with too much 
heat transfer. As for plumbing, the owner and architect are not generally happy if a plumbing pipe or riser is placed 
close to a curtainwall. So study your floor plans to identify where walls and curtainwalls are. 
 
Air break vs air gap: These terms are mixed often, and Iôm not perfect but I wanted to explain the difference here as 
best I can ï but refer to your local code for how they want your drain to terminate into the sewer system.  
 

Continued on Page 13 
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