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Chicago Regional Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
Vol. 56, No. 4                                                       November 2024 

AGENDA 
 

5:30-6:30 pm  Cocktail Hour Sponsored by:  
 
6:30 pm  Dinner: ($45 for ASPE Members $70 Non-Members).   

 RSVPs must be received by 6:00 PM on Monday,  
  November 11th (RSVPs received after this time will be 

 charged  a $5 late fee).  
 
7:15 pm  Manufacturer Spotlight: No manufacturer spotlightð

 extended demonstration time! 
 
7:15-8:30 pm Main Presentation: Live Demonstration covering water 

hammer arrestors vs air chambers, seismic bracing, lead 
joints, return loops, system balancing, group tours of the 
Joliet facility by Billy Brooks with Local 130 (0.1 CEUs 
Available!) 

 
 
Please RSVP on the Chicago.aspe.org website in lieu of calling or  

emailing, thank you for your cooperation! 

 
MENU: 

 
 

Starters: 
Fresh baked rolls / House salad 
 
Main Course: 
Pot Roast with Roast Veggies 
 
Dessert: 
Cookies & Brownies 
 
Drinks: 
Light Beer/Blue Moon, Soda, &  
Water 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 ñChapters are not authorized to speak for the Societyò 

https://www.hsarep.com/
https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/XuZHd6BmuW8XxU8b7
https://striemco.com/
https://www.kohler.com/en
https://www.kohler.com/en
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If you would like to present any of these topics or become a meeting  
sponsor, please contact VP Technical, Justin Wroblewski at aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com. 

2024-2025 ASPE Chicago Meeting Schedule 
Date Technical Presentation & Manufacturer Spotlight CEU Location 

Thursday, September 
19, 2024 

Presentation: Hot Water Recirculation: Dealing with Codes and  
Expectations  

Speaker: Chris Wisinski  
 

Mfr Spotlight: Watts Hot Water Solutions 
Speaker: Chris Wisinski  

0.1 
Venuti's 

2251 W. Lake Street 
Addison,IL 60101 

Thursday, October 03, 
2024 

Presentation:   AGS - Lab Gas Saftey 
Speaker:   Chris May  

 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, October 10, 
2024 

Presentation: Design and Sizing Considerations for Oil Separators, Solids 
Interceptors, and Acid Neutralization Tanks.  

Speaker: Gabe Ismert 
 

Mfr Spotlight:  Evergreen Sales/Striem 
Speaker:  Gabe Ismert 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

10/18/2024ð
10/23/2024 

ASPE CONVENTION & EXPO 2024 
 

CLICK TO REGISTER: https://expo.aspe.org/ 

Several 
Hours 
Avail. 

Columbus, OH 

Thursday, November 
14, 2024 

Presentation: Plumbing Installation Demonstrations For ASPE Chicago 
Speaker: Billy Brooks with Local 130 

 
No Manufacturer Spotlight - Extended Demonstration Time 

0.1 

Local 130 Union Hall 
Joliet  

2114 Frontage Road  
Joliet, Illinois 60436 

Thursday, December 
05, 2024 

Presentation: Plumbing Installation Demonstrations For ASPE Chicago 
Speaker: Brandon Harwell 

 
No Manufacturer Spotlight - Extended Demonstration Time 

0.1 

Plumbers Local 130  
Training Center 

1400 W Washington Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60607 

Thursday, December 
12, 2024 

ASPE Chicago Holiday Party & Toy Drive N/A 
Dave & Busterôs 

601 N Martingale Rd 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

Thursday, January 16, 
2025 

Presentation: Plumbing Installation Demonstrations For ASPE Chicago 
Speaker: Hamaas Ibrahim 

 
No Manufacturer Spotlight - Extended Demonstration Time 

0.1 

Local 130 Union Hall 
Volo 

31855 North U.S. HWY 12  
Volo, Illinois 60073 

Thursday, February 06, 
2025 

Presentation: Advanced BlueBeam Tips & Tricks 
Speaker: Chris Winnie 

 
Mfr Spotlight:  
Speaker:  

0.1 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, February 20, 
2025 

Presentation:  Hilti Fire Stopping 
Speaker: Mohamed Zabady 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Navien Tankless Water Heaters 

Speaker: Mark Brickey 

0.1 
Noon Whistle 

800 E Roosevelt Rd 
Lombard, IL 60148 

Friday, March 21, 2025 
 

ASPE Chicago Chapter EXPO and Technical Seminars Co-located with 
ILPHCC EXPO 

0.4 

 
Drury Lane Conference 
Center, 100 Drury Lane, 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL, 

60181  

Thursday, April 17, 2025 

Presentation:  
Speaker:  

 
Mfr Spotlight: QuantumFlo Domestic Water Pressure Booster Systems 

Speaker: RoseAnn DeSantis/Dave Bogot 

0.1 TBD 

Thursday, May 22, 2025 

Presentation: Wireless Water Leak Detection Systems 
Speaker: Jason Romano 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Watts Build Alert 
Speaker: Jason Romano 

0.1 TBD 

Friday, June 20, 2025 Stephen Triphahn Memorial ASPE Chicago Golf Outing N/A 
Makray Memorial Golf Club 
1010 S. Northwest Hwy. 
Barrington, IL 60010 

mailto:aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGM3YTJlZjEtMGE2ZC00MDE4LTk0OWItNWJkMmQzMWVlZDQ5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ec3d1974-1c4e-4b01-8dd3-880fe4716e1c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b5fd2984-cccc-4f41-9b7f-300aef8bc0aa%22%7d
https://expo.aspe.org/?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=Paid&utm_campaign=LAL%2024&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwiMmwBhDmARIsABeQ7xQIuUpTqfaiNh6j3Y9ZYQOp3yrZfwvHY2p3lk7Hg0rDYadEnpls1ZgaAmS9EALw_wcB
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTI0MGM0ZTEtMGQ4MC00OGY4LTg5OTMtYmQzZGEyYjRiNGU1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ec3d1974-1c4e-4b01-8dd3-880fe4716e1c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b5fd2984-cccc-4f41-9b7f-300aef8bc0aa%22%7d
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 PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 
Greetings ASPE Chicago! Itôs been a crazy few weeks between the early 
meeting and ASPE Convention in Columbus.   
 
Thank you to everyone that came out last month to Westwood. We had a 
pretty decent crowd despite the early meeting date. We also managed to 
collect 52 cans of food for our food drive, which I dropped off at the 
Wauconda / Island Lake Food Pantry. Thank you to all those that 

participated!   
 
A big thank you goes out to Evergreen Sales for sponsoring our cocktail hour, and to 
Striem Co for participating in our Manufacturer Spotlight. Gabe Ismert from Striem Co 
provided a great presentation on Oil Separators, Solids Interceptors, and Neutralization 
Tanks while battling through some technical issues the venue was having that evening.  
 
ASPE Convention & Expo: 
 
It was great to see so many Chicago Chapter members in Columbus! These events are 
always rewarding for me, and I am grateful for the opportunity afforded by our Chapter. 
These events are not only great for education but building comradery among fellow 
Chapter members. I am excited about the future of both our Society and the Chapter 
after spending almost a week with fellow members. We held the Chicago Chapter Dinner 
on Saturday evening, attended a lot of vendor events, including a tour of The Ohio State 
Buckeyeôs football stadium, and some of us attended a Blue Jackets vs Toronto Maple 
Leafs hockey game as well. Be sure to check out the photos and write-ups of our 
experiences further into the newsletter! 
 
Congratulations to Chicago Chapter members in addition to the Chicago Chapter for 
being recognized by Society at the ASPE Convention & EXPO in Columbus in October. 
Although we were not recognized for Membership Growth this year since they only 
honored the Top 3 (Central Florida, Raleigh, and New York City), our Chapter showed 
outstanding growth this past year and we hope to continue the trend this year. Below is a 
summary of the awards given out: 
 

¶ James Dipping, PE, CPD, GPD, LEED AP BD+C, ARCSA AP, FASPE was 
inducted into the ASPE College of Fellows ï One of the highest honors that Society 
bestows upon members. 

¶ Mathis Carlson ï Special Award of Achievement for his contributions with helping 
members gain medical gas training and certification 

¶ Josh Pedraja, ASSE 6060 ï Special Award of Achievement for his contributions to 
ASPE education and the advancement of the plumbing engineering profession 

¶ The Chicago Chapter received two Chapter Awards ï The ASPE Award of Merit and 
The ASPE Membership Retention Award.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year the Chicago Chapter was represented by 10 Delegates and 2 Alternate 
Delegates. The Chicago Delegation voted on six (6) Bylaw changes, including a change 
that will result in Chicago having 11 Delegates in 2026 if our membership numbers hold. 
We also saw for the first time in 22 years, a nomination from the floor to fill a Society 
Board of Directors position, in this case the Region 4 Director position. There were 4 
contested positions this year, including President, VP Education, VP Affiliate, and 
Treasurer. Congratulations to Bryan Hutton, CPD, MBA, FASPE (President), Chicago 
native Jonathan Franzese, PE, P. Eng, CPD, GPD (VP Education), incumbent Tom 
Sharp (VP Affiliate), and Greg Swafford, CPD, GPD, ASSE 12080 (Treasurer) on their 
victories in addition to the rest of the Board of Directors who were elected by 
acclamation. 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT 
Chris Rohan, CPD 
The Engineering Studio, Inc. 
847.795.8810 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT TECHNICAL 
Justin Wroblewski, CPD 
AMS Mechanical 
630.969.7000 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT LEGISLATIVE 
Chris Winnie, P.E., CPD 
SmithGroup 
847.400.6017 
aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Phil Traynor, CPMR 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.vpm@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT AFFILIATE 
Darren Rich 
Friedman & Dorrans Sales, Inc. 
224.833.6023 
aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Lindsey Lehman, CPD 
ME Engineers 
847.668.3900 
aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
Chris Swade 
Lyall Thresher 
847.857.1554 
aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com  
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Erik Fridlund 
Kohler 
847.363.5980 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
PRODUCT SHOW CHAIR 
POSITION OPEN 
aspe.chicago.pschairman@gmail.com 
 
ASPE CHICAGO JOBS PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 
aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com 
 
HISTORIAN 
Joe Ficek, CPD, GPD, ASSE 12080 
Grumman/Butkus 
847.316.9222 
jficek@grummanbutkus.com 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR/  
WEBMASTER  
Jeff Gallagher, P.E., CPD 
Viega, LLC 
224.407.1813 
aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com 
 
AYP LIAISON 
Robert Thomm 
Evergreen Sales 
608.339.1185 
aspe.chicago.ayp@gmail.com 
 
WOA LIAISON 
Judith Torres 
Epstein Architecture, Engineering & 
Construction 
jtorres@epsteinglobal.com 
 
AMBASSADOR 
Phil Traynor 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR 
Eric Cottrell 
Viega LLC 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
WEBSITE 
http://chicago.aspe.org/ 
 
FOLLOW US ON: 

Continued on Page 4 

mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPM@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.PSchairman@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com
mailto:jficek@grummanbutkus.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.AYP@gmail.com
mailto:jtorres@epsteinglobal.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com
http://chicago.aspe.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE, CONTINUED... 
 
Chicagoôs very own, Jason McDonald wrapped up his 2 terms serving as VP Membership. Thank you to Jason for all 
his efforts to grow membership, which broke records during his tenure and put ASPE on a great trajectory moving for-
ward. Membership was around 6,000 when Jason took over in 2020 and is now over 7,600 members!  Jason was also 
able to bring TDH national! I was privileged to be able to join the first TDH meeting outside of the Chicago Chapter. It 
was great to listen to others talk about their work stress and how they try to cope. If you have not been able to partici-
pate prior to our monthly meetings, I highly recommend it. Please see Jasonôs article later in the newsletter! 
 
Chicago Chapter Annual Toys for Tots Collection starts THIS MONTH: 
 
We are continuing our traditional collection of new unwrapped toys for the holiday season to donate to 
the Toys for Tots organization run by the US Marine Corps. Hopefully we will be able to have a few 
Marines attend our December meeting to pick up the toys after a couple of years of some bad luck. 
We always start this collection at our November meeting, so please bring a new toy with you to kick off 
the season of giving. 
 
2024 Holiday Party / December 12th 
 
This year we will be changing things up, and host our holiday 
party at the brand new Dave & Buster location in Schaumburg at 
the Streets of Woodfield from 530-930pm. We will essentially be 
taking over the second floor where attendees can play games, 
win great prizes, eat, drink and socialize. All attendees will re-
ceive a $25 power card to use towards ticketed games and will 
have unlimited access to non-ticketed games. Tickets won will be 
able to be turned in for raffle prizes at the end of the night.  
 
All ASPE members will be FREE if they RSVP on time, significant 
others of ASPE members will be $45. Non-Members will be $100 
but can be FREE if they register to be an ASPE member. Infor-
mation for sponsorship opportunities and registration will be out 
soon 
Shoot the $h!t with ASPE Chicago! 
 
On Friday, November 8, and on the 2nd Friday of each month, we hosted a very casual, laid back, open conversation 
for about 30 minutes (which turned into an hour) during the lunch hour starting at 12pm. We had a great conversation  
that went a lot of different directions in October. Topics for future shoot the $h!t meetings could include REVIT, indus-
try frustrations, design strategies, anything industry related. What do you want to talk about? Send us any ideas you 
may have!  The point of this is to have fun and generate some good conversation. Mark your calendar now for our next 
Shoot the $h!t on Dec. 13th! Use the link to join the meeting https://meet.google.com/mbv-yjrk-etc 
 
Alfred Steele, PE Scholarship: 
 
Each year, Society awards up to $5,000 in scholarship monies to qualified applicants. The applicants are limited to 
ASPE members and their immediate family members. The scholarships are for students who plan to attend a college, 
university, or technical school on a full-time basis and enrolled in an engineering program. Applications must be re-
ceived by January 31, 2025. There are very few applicants each year (16 last year, 3 awarded), so take advantage of 
this great ASPE Member benefit! CLICK HERE for more information. 
 
ASPE Chicago gets Social! 
 
Did you know that ASPE Chicago is also available via social media? Be sure to tag ASPE Chicago in your posts to 
help generate more views using the following social media accounts: 
 
 
While you are connecting to ASPE Chicago, please also follow ASPE National here:  
 
Hope to see you in November at Local 130!! 
 

 
 
 

Chris Rohan, CPD 
Chicago Chapter President 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 

https://meet.google.com/mbv-yjrk-etc
about:blank
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-society-of-plumbing-engineers/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanSocietyofPlumbingEngineers/
https://www.instagram.com/aspe_org/
https://twitter.com/ASPEorg
https://www.aspe.org/


 

5 

TOTAL DYNAMIC HEAD (TDH) LOCAL ROOTS BUT GOING NATIONAL 
 

Our October TDH gathering took us back to Westwood in 
Schaumburg, the site of our very first gathering a year ago. We 
talked about work prioritization and how we will handle the work-
load while away at the ASPE Convention. Someone needs to 
pick up the slack while we are gone, right? Not necessarily. We 
found that some of us will have to get some actual work done 
while at the Convention or it wonôt get done. Others were more 

confident that their teams would handle things while away ï a more ideal situation. 
We also strayed away from work stresses and talked a little bit about health 
stresses, something a lot of us deal with and never talk about.  
 
Going national, you say? We introduced TDH to the rest of ASPE at the Conven-
tion. We had a Friday gathering before everything got going ï this was attended by Society Board members and dele-
gates. We also had a Tuesday gathering when the Convention was almost over. This opened it up to other attendees 
and Expo exhibitors. TDH has some traction, and we learned that some of our members are really struggling with bal-
ancing work and their lives ï not a good thing. Stay tuned for an article somewhere soon about this. Honestly, we are 
trying to figure out how to frame it in a way to not irritate employers and where exactly to publish it.  
 
Staying more local, the next ASPE Chicago TDH gathering will be at 5pm on November 14 prior to the technical meet-
ing at Local 130 in Joliet ï see the cover of this newsletter for more information on this location which is new to ASPE 
Chicago. Not knowing the facility, we donôt yet know where we will do our TDH. If you think you will be joining us, 
please drop Jason McDonald a line at JMcDonaldASPE@gmail.com so that we can make sure to share more TDH 
gathering location info as the day nears. 
 

Be well and hope to see you November 14. 

 
Jason McDonald 
ASPE Chicago Past President 
jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com; 847.316.9258 

mailto:JMcDonaldASPE@gmail.com
mailto:jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com
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VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL: TECHNICALLY SPEAKING 
 
Ohio Convention Write up: When asked why I participate in ASPE, I respond that it is for genuine con-
nection you make with colleagues on trips and at our local meetings. At the convention this year our 
membership numbers were strong and we all have a shirt to commemorate the experience.  I have to 
say though the Chicago Chapter had one of the largest number of members at the convention this 
year.  It is a long trip with a lot of commitments but in the end the convention this year did not disap-
point.   
 

From dinner at the Hyde Park Steak house to late night pizza from the restaurant across the street from the hotel, or a 
stop at the local links course to shoot 78 on a very cold morning, we had a fantastic time.  For those that shared in the 
experience I encourage you to promote it to your colleagues that you see day to day.  During our time out in Ohio, 28 
of our Chicago Chapter members went to see the Columbus Blue Jackets kick the crap out of the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. If that is going to be their goalie for the season, boy the Leafs are in for a long season! 
 
To those new members that have just joined the chapter, participating in the free trip is a great way to meet new peo-
ple in the industry and see new and upcoming products being showcased.  I saw a few new water monitoring features 
from Watts, and a nanobubbler that I found very cool at the product show!  And as a final note, you can see below we 
eat pretty good on these trips!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On to the Fun stuff.! This month we are visiting a new location in the Southwest Suburbs. 
 
November 14

th
 @ 530 PM 

 
Local 130 Union Hall Joliet 2114 S. I-80 Frontage Road Joliet, Illinois 60436 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Continued on Page 7 
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VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL: TECHNICALLY SPEAKING, CONTINUED... 
 
Bar Sponsor ï  Eric Fridlund 
 
Main Presentation:  Live Demonstration topic will cover water hammer arrestors and air chambers.  This will show a 
working demo of each and the benefits of using water hammer arrestors over air chambers. 
 

¶ Seismic bracing piping protection 

¶ Lead joint pouring from above a slab-decking/horizontal joint and the spacing required to install 

¶ A small return loop with return pump 

¶ Show how to properly balance a system with different circuit setters 

¶ Small group tours of the Joliet Facility 
 
Presented by:  Billy Brooks  
 
Presenter Bio: Full time instructor in service for 1

st 
to 3

rd
 year apprentices. Dedicated foreman with teaching experi-

ence, implementing training learned at the JAC to on-job applications. Strong history of managing teams of journey-
men and apprentices, with ability to adapt to different learning and leadership needs. Passionately committed to our 
craft and ability to extend the knowledge to others, and eager to explore new technologies and practices that will bene-
fit our trade.   

 
Thank You, 
 
 

 
 Justin Wroblewski, CPD 

Chicago Chapter Vice President, Technical 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 

mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
https://www.kohler.com/en?id=ps_goo_kbus_dtc_2023_628654926165_f03&gclid=CjwKCAjw586hBhBrEiwAQYEnHeqZMB_gIqAQ4Go2m3C4xpVthi8jFnYqBrx-bNZbYkb4NLFvUJCkMBoCVUkQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


 

8 

2024 ASPE CONVENTION PHOTOS! 
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THE 2024 ASPE CONVENTION EXPERIENCE!! 
 

I was selected to attend the ASPE 2024 Expo in Columbus, OH and I truly appreciated being a delegate for the great-
est chapter in ASPE. I enjoyed seeing familiar faces, meeting new colleagues, and witnessing the legacy Chicago 
Chapter has in ASPE. 
 
Moving onto the business meetings, I applaud our board for having a walkthrough and prepping us with ample infor-
mation of the new bylaws/procedures for the meeting. During the first day, we were able to run through a short agenda 
and openly discuss bylaws/board elect speeches. Sitting with our chapter board and glancing at our detailed excel 
sheet helped me understand what was going on. We then began listening to each candidateôs speech, (even if running 
un-opposed), and explanation of bylaws.  
 
Day two was a big one, where we got to use our expensive I-clicker (taking me back to college) and cast our vote for 
bylaws/board members. Everyone on the floor can come to the mic and speak upon the presented bylaws to state if 
they are for/against the change.  As for the board member voting, I feel confident that we should have a great board 
moving forward. I surely felt I walked in with enough applications reviewed to make a vote and became swayed a new 
direction from their speeches/chatting after day one.  
 
Since becoming a proud member of ASPE (4 years), I have only been able to attend two Tech Symposiums, but never 
the Expo/Convention (Indianapolis 22ô). This Expo was 10 times bigger and felt overwhelmed but excited to see new 
things coming in our industry. With bigger floorplan layout, I noticed that manufacturers were making more demonstra-
tions, and I was inclined to just ask questions. It does take a day or two to get through everything and took advantage 
of the buddy system on the second day and felt that was just as impactful. I am happy that I chose to do both options 
to get a perspective of it. 
 
Tech sessions were also sprinkled in before/after show floor walking. I was mostly happy with my selections, but doing 
research on selected topics beforehand is crucial, or you might sit in a session that did not have content that was very 
helpful. 
 
To conclude, I think my favorite part of the Expo was seeing the bond this chapter built and continues to build upon. 
The evening parties were awesome to cap off the long days and the hockey game was a fun time. Each night brought 
its own twist, from roaming around the Center of Science & Industry, roaming around a collegiate football stadium 
(Ohio State Univ) and almost roaming a minor league baseball field (Cleveland Guardians AAA affiliate), all while 
catching up within a relaxed environment. Thank you again for selecting me to attend this Expo as the experience urg-
es me to devote my time to make more of an impact for our chapter in the foreseeable future. 
 
Manny Aguilar, CPDT 

 

ASPE Convention 2024 ï Through the Looking Glass - I want to start by giving a shout-out to our favorite National 
VP of Membership, Jason McDonald. His investment of time and care into the chapter goes far beyond the work life 
we all know and love him for. I highly recommend checking out TDH (Total Dynamic Head) at one of our future meet-
ings! 
 
The time spent with our chapter members and friends from near and far during this year's national conference was 
wonderful. From discussing how we can improve the chapter and grow our student outreach to enhancing our quality 
of life with TDH, ASPE 2024 did not disappoint. 
 
As a delegate for the second convention in a row, I can say that, as a father of four, it can be difficult to be away for as 
long as we are. Video chats at bedtime donôt quite replicate the feeling of falling asleep while reading Charlotte's Web 
to your kids at home. However, if you prepare for this time and invest in your relationships when youôre home, itôs an 
experience that is not to be missed. 
 
One of my most memorable moments from this year was having the chapter dinner on Saturday night and sharing 
many laughs with both old and new friends. In addition to all the fun, groups like Membership and AYP hold wonderful 
committee meetings that foster meaningful conversations, benefiting chapters both big and small. We want to ensure 
that older members feel recognized while also working to attract younger membership. If you have any thoughts, 
please share! I am incredibly grateful to have been allowed to join the team again in 2024 and look forward to the next 
convention in OKC. Till next time! 
 
Philip Traynor CPMR 
 Continued on Page 10 
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THE 2024 ASPE CONVENTION EXPERIENCE...CONTINUED!! 
 
Attending the ASPE 2024 Expo & Convention in Columbus was an amazing experience that exceeded all my expecta-
tions. The event brought together plumbing professionals from across the country, creating a vibrant atmosphere filled 
with innovation, learning, and networking. 
 
One of my favorite highlights was the exhibit hall. It was exciting to explore the newest plumbing products and technol-
ogies from numerous exhibitors. I was particularly impressed by the innovations in sustainable plumbing solutions, 
which are becoming increasingly important in our industry. Engaging with new/old manufacturers and suppliers al-
lowed me to ask questions and learn about the features and benefits of their offerings. 
 
Networking opportunities were abundant, and I had the chance to connect with both seasoned vets and newcomers in 
the industry. These conversations were invaluable, as they allowed me to share experiences, exchange ideas, and 
forge new professional relationships. 
 
Overall, the ASPE 2024 Expo & Convention was a fantastic experience. It provided me a wealth of knowledge, a plat-
form for connection, and a glimpse into the future of the plumbing industry. Iôm already looking forward to the next 
event! 
 
Kevin Lamech 
 
 
It was great to see old friends who I had met through previous conventions and past President meetings for the region. 
It was also great to meet new and energetic individuals who attended the convention for their first time such as our 
own Charlie Carroll, and Emmanuel ñMannyò Aguilar. Hopefully they will run for a position on the board next year. We 
need great individuals like them to keep the Chicago chapter going strong in the future. 
 
There were many highlights of the convention this year. One of the great things is the Chicago dinner on Saturday 
night that was hosted by our chapter to all attendees that made it down to the convention. Second is the Sunday wel-
come party that was held at the center of science museum. 
 
The business meeting is always interesting with bylaws being up for changes. Our parliamentarian kept the meeting 
short and sweet keeping the nonsense to a minimum (past delegates know what Iôm talking about). 
 
Also, the education committee meeting which talked about the last two years and the future events that will be forth-
coming. 
 
Another event that took place was my Birthday. Chris Rohan purchased tickets to the Columbus Blue Jackets hockey 
game (which we all paid for separately). The game was great with me receiving a puck (thanks COBRA) for being a 
first-time attendee. The Blue Jackets won the game by a score of 6 to 2é I THINK! After we celebrated and went for 
birthday cake and drinks. 
 
The seminars I attended had some interesting things that I never knew would be considered in the design process. 
I met a lot of vendors who I will be contacting that can help with some of the projects I am currently working on. Rain-
water harvesting, siphonic storm drainage, and special fire suppression systems are some of the design options going 
forward on my projects, that I was able to discuss with the manufacturers at the convention. 
 
This was a great opportunity for me to once again meet great people and learn about new products. Also, I had the 
opportunity to bring Linda (my better half) and she was able to see the camaraderie and the networking involved by 
attending the convention. She was impressed, to say the least. 
 

Mark Mannarelli 

Continued on Page 11 
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THE 2024 ASPE CONVENTION EXPERIENCE...CONTINUED!! 
 
 
From the descriptions I read and heard about, I knew the 2024 ASPE convention & exposition would be one of the fin-
est of our society. I submitted my article on why I wanted to be a delegate and got chosen. Even though I was an alter-
nate, I was treated with full respect and camaraderie. I decided to drive to Columbus instead of flying, because of my 
hip arthritis, walking through airports was not going to work for me. 
 
So on Friday, October 18

th
, at 8 AM I started my journey to Columbus. The drive was quite easy, with 2 rest/fuel stops 

to the Hotel. I was greeted warmly by the hotel valets with my 1979 Thunderbird, they havenôt seen a car like mine in 
many years. The hotel, the Hilton Columbus downtown, was connected to the convention center, which will become a 
great convenience for me. There were many dining choices within the hotel, and the prices were higher, but you pay 
for the quality and convenience.  
 
I went to the convention center after I checked into my room, the convention center service dept, had electric scooters 
available for rent. In my handicapped condition, this was going to make my stay so much better. The best part, I can 
take this up to my room in the hotel. I should have chosen a handicap room, but I found out using my cane I can keep 
the door open to leave the room in my scooter. Nice! 
 
The business meeting was shorter than last convention. Not as many amendments to the bylaws, the two meetings on 
Saturday and Sunday went easily. Best part was the expo, all the major manufacturers were there, and I reacquainted 
myself with the reps of these companies and learned of new items in the plumbing industry. I got a lot of free promo 
items, and lunch was free for all convention registrants. 
 
I want to thank the Chicago chapter for allowing me to be a delegate, because as a delegate, I was reimbursed for my 
expenses. My convention registration, hotel, meals and mileage costs were all complementary. This was my first multi 
day vacation in over a year, so it was nice to get away. Weôre A.S.P.E., and we know our sh*t! 

Mike Imaoka 

 

 

I would like to give a big thank you to the ASPE Chicago Chapter for allowing me the opportunity to represent the 
Chapter once again this year as a delegate. This was my fourth ASPE Convention and proud to say this was my 3rd 
consecutive time attending the convention as a Chicago Chapter Delegate!  

What I was most excited to see at the Convention this year was the camaraderie and close bond among both sea-
soned members and newer faces of the Chicago Chapter! I really enjoyed spending time with our Chapter members 
throughout the week and was excited to see our Chapter being one of the best represented Chapters in the country! 

There were many memorable highlights of the convention but the three that really stood out was the time spent bond-
ing with old and new members at our Chicago Chapter dinner on Saturday night and again on Monday night for those 
of you that joined us at the Viega customer appreciation dinner (thank you!). Lastly we had a great time at the hockey 
game on Tuesday night where the Blue Jackets trounced the Leafs. 

I also enjoyed the opportunity to  re-connect with my Viega work colleagues around the country that I donôt get to see 
very often and mingle with old and new friends at our Viega booth. I spent some time exploring the expo and take in all 
the new products that are out there that can benefit engineers/owners on future projects. The week of activities was 
capped off by attending several great seminars to further my knowledge on where the plumbing industry is headed in 
the future. 

For those of you that have yet to experience a trip like this I highly encourage you to make it to the next one as there 
are so many ways this experience can benefit you personally and professionally from networking with like minded pro-
fessionals to learning about new products and taking advantage of the continuing education that is available! Thank 
you once again to the Chicago Chapter for the opportunity I am truly grateful and look forward to the next convention in 
OKC!  

 

Jeff Gallagher 

 
Continued on Page 12 
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THE 2024 ASPE CONVENTION EXPERIENCE...CONTINUED!! 
 
 
Inspiring Experience at the 2024 ASPE Convention: I had the incredible opportunity to attend the 2024 ASPE Conven-
tion & Expo in Columbus.  
 
From engaging panel discussions to innovative workshops, this yearôs event was a fantastic showcase of the latest 
trends and advancements in our industry. It was enlightening to connect with fellow professionals, share insights, and 
explore how we can collectively push the boundaries of whatôs possible in the engineering world. 
 
A huge thank you to the ASPE team for organizing such a remarkable event, and to all the speakers and attendees 
who contributed to the dynamic conversations.  
 
I came away with not only valuable knowledge but also a renewed sense of purpose and excitement for what lies 
ahead. 
 
The presentations were timely and informative, a few highlights are: 
 

¶ The largest PFP and MG Expo in the world 

¶ High Purity Water for Healthcare 

¶ Siphonic Drainage 

¶ The National Institutes of Health (NIH) Design Requirements 

¶ Water Management 

¶ Code Updates 
 

Iôm looking forward to the 2025 ASPE Tech Symposium in Orlando. 

Frank Sanchez 

 

I just wanted to say to Lindsey Lehman and Chris Rohan thank you so much for inviting me to the 2024 ASPE National 
Convention and Expo. I had an amazing time, and I truly feel I was able to get quite a lot out of this experience. I was 
incredibly lucky to have Chris Wisinski walk around with me on both days of the expo. I was able to ask Chris so many 
questions and I learned a great deal about all of the products they had on display.  
 
I was able to take many classes in Medical Gas Design, Compressed Air Design in Hospitals, Domestic Waste and 
Vent Piping Materials and Heat Pump Water Heaters. I got to meet so many wonderful people in the Chicago Chapter 
of ASPE and I had so much fun with all of you at the Chapter Dinner, the Vendor sponsored events and the business 
meetings as well.  
 
I truly feel like I was able to grow immensely from this experience and I am so grateful that I can now call all of you 
dear friends. I look forward to the next time we get together at an ASPE Event and I would love to get more involved in 
ASPE in the future.  
 
Charlie Carroll 

Continued on Page 13 
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THE 2024 ASPE CONVENTION EXPERIENCE...CONTINUED!! 
 
 
A few weeks ago several members of the ASPE Chicago Chapter made our way to Columbus, Ohio for the 2024 
ASPE Convention & Expo. This was only my second time attending the full conference, but the moment I stepped in-
side the convention center it felt like I was home. The first day started with committee meetings, where various aspects 
of ASPE, such as Membership and Education, were discussed. With so many great minds all converging, there were a 
lot of great ideas and insights shared. In the afternoon we reconvened as a whole group to hear our candidatesô 
speeches for the ASPE Board of Directors, and where, for the first time in 20 or so years (so I hear), we had a nomina-
tion from the floor. It was an exciting process to be a part of. Our day was topped with a spectacular dinner with the 
Chicago delegates and a couple of our past presidents, and even a past member who has since moved on to another 
chapter. It was definitely a great start to our time together. 
 
Sunday morning began with more meetings, where we voted on proposed changes to our bylaws as well as our next 
ASPE Board of Directors. We got lucky and made it through all of our delegation early, which meant we had time to 
attend the various hospitality events put on by vendors. We concluded Sunday with the annual NIBCO Sunday Night 
Party, where we took over the Center of Science and Industry. There, ASPE members and guests ate, drank, danced, 
explored the exhibits, and some even seized the opportunity to ride a unicycle on a tightrope! I can confidently say that 
a good time was had by all! 
 
As our time in Columbus wore on, more member of our chapter joined us in attending the Expo on Monday. I spent my 
day slowly making my way through the convention center, where I was introduced to innovative products, forged new 
relationships, and was even approached about having my B&G System Syzer earrings featured in a marketing post. 
The day concluded with a variety of parties at venues around the convention center, including a nightcap at the local 
minor league baseball stadium.  
 
On Tuesday and Wednesday, we had the opportunity to sit in on seminars spanning a variety of topics from Siphonic 

Drainage to On Site Water Reuse. ASPE members were able to earn several CEUs to help keep on track with certifi-

cations such as the CPD. It was a valuable learning opportunity, which I have had the pleasure of being able to bring 

back to my colleagues. Overall, it was an incredible experience, and I am already looking forward to the next one!  

 

Lindsey Lehman 
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VICE PRESIDENT, LEGISLATIVE 
 
Greetings Chicago Chapter Members!  
 
We have returned from the ASPE Convention in Columbus. It was a great time socializing, discovering 
the city, voting on our bylaws, learning about new products on the floor of the Exposition and taking in 
technical sessions. If you have any opportunity to go to a Symposium or Convention, I highly recom-
mend it! 
 
Letôs talk about what I learned and most enjoyed at the Convention Expo and Technical Sessions: 

Meeting the Regional Directors and other National Society Board members: This is my fourth journey to these events 
representing you all as Vice President Legislative, and now Iôve finally kicked the butterflies to the side to talk to any-
one at these events. Iôm extroverted in small crowds, but clam-up and overthink to walk up to someone and start a 
conversation on the fly. Coming to these conventions is a great way to break down whatever boundary you may have 
to increase your social ability to go along with the learning component. 
 
The marathon: I am not sure who knew, but on Sunday of the Convention the streets outside hotel were closed so 
folks could run a marathon. A couple people in our entourage were able to catch glimpses. 
 
The Center of Science and industry: We are in Chicago and have the best museums, for instance our Museum of Sci-
ence and Industry has a submarine in the basement! That being said, the Columbus Center of Science and Industry 
(COSI) was fun; they had different experiences and experiments on display. My two favorites were riding a unicycle on 
a rope across the atrium and balancing on a boogie board. 
 
The hot water heaters: I didnôt particularly find these cute, but they sure were hot water heaters! It seemed every man-
ufacturer that has a line of water heaters decided to arrive with their own heat pump water heater. Many different re-
frigerants and many different configurations; mostly air cooled but a couple water cooled heat pumps were on display. 
 
The vacuum jacketed piping: I am always curious on how liquid nitrogen from dewars or other vessels is distributed. 
These liquid gasses are ~-200ÁF. If it was a common copper pipe, the outside surface would ice over in the blink of an 
eye. So vacuum jacketing means that there is a space between two layers of pipe, and this blank space is under a 
vacuum. Heat transfers from the outside pipe to the inside pipe only through radiation in a vacuuméno conduction or 
convection.  
 
Storage tank options! I have a rainwater harvesting project, and seeing the selection of polyethylene tanks and corru-
gated steel tanks was great to hone in on the tank I need to use for a current project. 
 
Venturi valves cut open that I could hold: I have used venturis to size my pure water systems with far fewer diaphragm 
valves. At the Convention, I got to hold the venturi and see how the ports are located and to see how the balancing 
occurs with the internal plunger. 

Holding a Metraflex SS braided expansion loop: These things are big, but smaller than I had envisioned. It was nice to 
get a frame of reference on how they bend. I have yet to specify expansion loops on a water distribution loop, I would 
be curious to work on a building long enough where expansion loops are needed! What about you? How do you do 
expansion loops? Design it in-house, or defer to the installer? 
 
Vortex filter: I have that rainwater harvesting project mentioned already, it was nice to see the thing cut open so I could 
inspect its size and insides for the flow profile. 

Digital mixing valves: What was ité10 years ago? The Armstrong Brain was everywhere for digital mixing, largely be-
cause there was no competition in this space. Fast forward to now, and there must be at least 5 manufacturers with a 
digital mixing valve  
 
SuperPEX: I couldnôt find anything too unique about this product, except maybe about how it applies the color as a 3

rd
/

outside layer for hot & cold pipes. But the newsletter master for this monthly article was in Columbus and observed 
superPEX with me, so letôs see if this gem gets through to final distribution! 
 
Voidforms for expansive soils: In parts of the country where land was a swamp is so terrible that the soil will do large 
swells and reductions based on rainfall; you should consider these voidforms. When it rains, if the soil has no place to 
go, it could push the floor drains and floor cleanouts up through the floor causing alarming amounts of damage. Be 
careful out there with expanding soils. 

 
Continued on Page 18 
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