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Chicago Regional Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
Vol. 55, No. 5                                                        January 2024 

Plenty of free parking! 
  

  

Venuti’s Ristorante 
And Banquets 
2251 W. Lake Street 
Addison, IL 60101 

Chicago Chapter General Meeting  
Thursday, January 18, 2024 

AGENDA 
 

5:30-6:30 pm  Cocktail Hour Sponsored by:  
 
                           
 
6:30 pm  Dinner ($45 for ASPE Members $70 Non-Members).   

 RSVPs must be received by 6:00 PM on Monday,  
  January 15th (RSVPs received after this time will be 

 charged  a $5 late fee).  
 
7:15 pm  Manufacturer Spotlight: Hycleen Automation System for 

 Centrally Controlled DHW Balancing by Edwin Gonzalez 
 with GF Piping Systems 

 
 
7:30-8:30 pm Main Presentation: CPVC Piping Systems for Plumbing 
  Applications by Edwin Gonzalez with GF Piping Systems 
  (0.1 CEUs Available!) 

 
 

Please RSVP on the Chicago.aspe.org website in lieu of calling or  
emailing, thank you for your cooperation! 

MENU: 
 
Starters: 

Creamy Tomato and Basil Soup 
Ceasar Salad  

  
Dinner: 

French Cut Pork Chop W/garden 
fresh medley and Potatoes Lyon-
naise 
 
Vegetarian option – Eggplant 
(Please specify when registering!)  

  
Dessert: 

Ice Cream Sundae  
 
Drinks: 
Coffee, Soda, Tea 

 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/2251+W+Lake+St,+Addison,+IL+60101/@41.9527714,-88.047583,17z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x880fadae023abb99:0xfe96d32129f86170
https://www.hsarep.com/
https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://www.georgfischer.com/en.html
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If you would like to present any of these topics or become a meeting  
sponsor, please contact Justin Wroblewski at aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com. 

2023-2024 ASPE Chicago Meeting Schedule 
Date Technical Presentation & Manufacturer Spotlight CEU Location 

Thursday, September 
21, 2023 

Presentation: 13 Pitfalls of Heat Pump Water Heaters 
Speaker: Robert Svidron 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Intellihot Tankless Water Heaters 

Speaker: Robert Svidron 

0.1 
Church Street Brewing 

1480 Industrial Dr, Unit C,  
Itasca, IL 60143 

September 28 - October 
1, 2023 

ASPE Technical Symposium 
 

CLICK TO REGISTER: https://www.aspe.org/2023-tech-symposium/ 
 Bellevue, WA 

Thursday, October 19, 
2023 

Presentation: Smart Restrooms for Smart Cities 
Speaker: Gordon Tai - TOTO 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TOTO Eco Products 

Speaker: Gordon Tai - TOTO 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

Thursday, November 16, 
2023 

Presentation: Commerical Heat Pump Water Heaters 
Speaker: John Brody - LAARS 

 
Mfr Spotlight: LAARS commercial solutions 

Speaker: John Brody - LAARS 

0.1 
Noon Whistle Brewing Co 

800 E Roosevelt Road 
Lombard, IL 60148  

Thursday, December 07, 
2023 

Presentation: Mixing and Balancing Valve Selection Considerations: What 
Are the Key Criteria? 

 
Speaker: Kevin Freidt - Caleffi Hydronic Solutions 

0.1 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, December 14, 
2023 

Booster Night Holiday Party & Casino Night 
 

N/A 
Noon Whistle Brewing Co 

800 E Roosevelt Road 
Lombard, IL 60148  

Thursday, January 18, 
2024 

Presentation: CPVC Piping Systems for Plumbing Applications 
Speaker: Edwin Gonzalez, CPD, GPD, ASSE 12080 - GF Piping Systems 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Hycleen Automation System for Centrally Controlled DHW 

Balancing 
Speaker: Edwin Gonzalez, CPD, GPD, ASSE 12080 - GF Piping Systems 

0.1 
Venuti's 

2251 W. Lake Street 
Addison,IL 60101 

Thursday, February 01, 
2024 

Presentation: The Importance of Backflow 
Speaker: Ryan Moore - MIFAB 

0.1 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, February 15, 
2024 

Presentation: Guide to Siphonic Drainage 
Speaker: Brennan Doherty 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Siphonic Drainage 

Speaker: Brennan Doherty 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

Friday, March 22, 2024 
ASPE Chicago Product Show and Technical Seminars Co-located with 

ILPHCC  
Drury Lane Conference Center, Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois 

0.4 

 
Drury Lane Conference 
Center, 100 Drury Lane, 

Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois, 
60181  

  

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

Presentation: New Innovation in Med Gas Piping 
Speaker: Mathis Carlson - MediTrac 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TBD 

Speaker: Mathis Carlson - MediTrac 

0.1 
Noon Whistle Brewing Co 

800 E Roosevelt Road 
Lombard, IL 60148  

Thursday, May 16, 2024 

Presentation: Plumbing Installation Demonstrations 
Speaker: Frank Borkowski 

 
No Manufacturer Spotlight - Extended Demonstration Time 

0.125 

Plumbers Local 130  
Training Center 

1400 W Washington Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60607 

Friday, June 14, 2024 Stephen Triphahn Memorial ASPE Chicago Golf Outing N/A 
Makray Memorial Golf Club 

1010 S. Northwest Hwy. 
Barrington, IL 60010 

mailto:aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com
https://www.aspe.org/2023-tech-symposium/
https://chicago.aspe.org/12723-virtual-meeting-rsvp.html
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTI0MGM0ZTEtMGQ4MC00OGY4LTg5OTMtYmQzZGEyYjRiNGU1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ec3d1974-1c4e-4b01-8dd3-880fe4716e1c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b5fd2984-cccc-4f41-9b7f-300aef8bc0aa%22%7d
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 Thank you for your support! 

https://www.georgfischer.com/en.html
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 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Happy New Year Chicago Chapter! I hope everyone has had a safe and 
happy holiday season this year! I am looking forward to seeing what 
2024 has in store and hopeful that we can maintain the forward 
momentum not only seen with the Chicago Chapter, but Society as a 
whole.  
 
I am beyond grateful for our membership and the amazing support we 

receive for our events. We once again had amazing and possibly record-breaking 
support for our 2023 Holiday Party at Noon Whistle Brewing Co. We had 50 individual 
sponsors this year across all our sponsorship levels! We cannot put on these sorts of 
events, let alone for free, without the amazing support we get from our Affiliates! THANK 
YOU! We once again had over 90 people show up and collected close to 200 toys for 
Toys for Tots. Unfortunately, the Marines were unable to attend due to some unexpected 
circumstances, but our members always come through with a great amount of toy 
donations!  Thank you to our VP Affiliate, Darren Rich, for doing all the prize shopping for 
the party, and for soliciting all the sponsorships.  
 
This month we head back to one of our favorite traditional locations, Venuti’s Italian 
Restaurant in Addison, IL.  This month’s technical presentation will be on CPVC Piping 
Systems for Plumbing Applications by Edwin Gonzalez of GF Piping Systems. Please 
see Justin Wroblewski’s article for more details! 
 
Virtual Meeting on February 1st: 
 
We had 41 members in attendance at our December Virtual Meeting and will be hosting 
another Virtual Meeting on February 1st from 12pm-1pm.  Ryan Moore with MIFAB will 
be presenting on “The Importance of Backflow”. See VPT Justin Wroblewski’s article for 
more information. 
 
ASPE Membership Milestone Anniversary – FREE Dinner 
 
In our effort to continue to celebrate ASPE Membership, starting January 2024, any 
member celebrating a milestone anniversary of 20, 30, 40, and 50 years, will receive a 
FREE Dinner for the month of their Anniversary. If your anniversary falls in a month 
without a meeting, you can use it at the next meeting. For instance, a June, July, or 
August Anniversary could use their free dinner at the September meeting.  
 
But wait, there’s more! You will also receive ten (10) 50/50 Enhanced Raffle tickets for 
the same meeting! 
 
Please see the VP Membership article each month for anniversary announcements! 
 
Congrats to our newest CPDT! 
 
A big congratulations goes out to Steven Wuthrich of the Syska Hennessy Group, who 
recently passed the Certified in Plumbing Design Technician (CPDT) exam!  
 
Chicago Chapter Membership Drive 
 
Are you ready to help the Chicago Chapter get 
over 300 Members and stay ahead of Dallas/ Forth 
Worth and Boston? We have incentives for both 
Affiliates and Engineers! 
 
Affiliates: 
 
If you get just one (1) new member registration, you will get one (1) FREE Full-Page ad 
in our newsletter ($200 value). If you sign up more, you will get more months of FREE 
advertising. To keep track of new member registrations, Affiliates will need to self-report 
to our VP Affiliate, Darren Rich, aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com. For more information, 
please see Darren’s article!   
 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT 
Chris Rohan, CPD 
The Engineering Studio, Inc. 
847.795.8810 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT TECHNICAL 
Justin Wroblewski, CPD 
AMS Mechanical 
630.969.7000 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT LEGISLATIVE 
Chris Winnie, P.E., CPD 
SmithGroup 
847.400.6017 
aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Phil Traynor, CPMR 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.vpm@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT AFFILIATE 
Darren Rich 
Friedman & Dorrans Sales, Inc. 
224.833.6023 
aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Lindsey Lehman, CPD 
ME Engineers 
847.668.3900 
aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
Chris Swade 
Lyall Thresher 
847.857.1554 
aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com  
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Erik Fridlund 
Kohler 
847.363.5980 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
PRODUCT SHOW CHAIRMAN 
Scott Jagodzinski, CPD, GPD 
Virtual Energy Solutions 
815.513.4809 
aspe.chicago.pschairman@gmail.com 
 
ASPE CHICAGO JOBS PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 
aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com 
 
HISTORIAN 
Joe Ficek 
Grumman/Butkus 
847.316.9222 
jficek@grummanbutkus.com 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR,  
WEBMASTER  
Jeff Gallagher, P.E., CPD 
Viega, LLC 
224.407.1813 
aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com 
 
AYP LIAISON 
Robert Thomm 
Evergreen Sales 
608.339.1185 
aspe.chicago.ayp@gmail.com 
 
WOA LIAISON 
Judith Torres 
Epstein Architecture, Engineering & 
Construction 
jtorres@epsteinglobal.com 
 
AMBASSADOR 
Phil Traynor 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR 
Eric Cottrell 
Mid-Continent Marketing 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
WEBSITE 
http://chicago.aspe.org/ 

Continued on Page 5 

about:blank
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPM@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com
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mailto:jficek@grummanbutkus.com
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mailto:aspe.chicago.AYP@gmail.com
mailto:jtorres@epsteinglobal.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com
http://chicago.aspe.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, CONTINUED... 
 
Engineers: 
 
This month, we are introducing an incentive for Engineers! For each new member registration, Engineers will receive a 
FREE Dinner, twenty (20) 50/50 Enhanced Raffle Tickets, and the Engineer with the most new member registrations 
by June 30, 2024 will receive a FREE ASPE Membership for 1-year. Engineers will need to self-report new member 
registrations by emailing me at aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com. 
 
SAVE THE DATE! World Plumbing Day - Feed My Starving Children Event 
 
Mark your calendars for Friday morning on March 8, 2024, for what has become our annual tradition 
of packing meals for Feed My Starving Children in celebration of World Plumbing Day (March 11). 
Each attendee will receive a free T-shirt to wear while we pack meals to show the strength of ASPE’s 
support!  
 
Last year, one of our great affiliates challenged other affiliates in attendance to donate towards the 
purchase of a pallet of food, which costs $2,250 and will feed 21 children for an entire year. This 
year, we are going to accept donations in advance towards this great cause. There will be no obliga-
tion to donate, this is just a way to help increase and show the impact ASPE Chicago Chapter has. 
Please be on the lookout for e-blasts.  
 
ILPHCC / ASPE Chicago EXPO 
 
The co-located ILPHCC / ASPE Chicago EXPO will be returning on March 22, 2024 at the Drury Lane Conference 
Center in Oakbrook Terrace. We will once again have 4-hours of continuing education classes with the product show 
to follow. Stay tuned for more information and watch for e-blasts.  
 
If you’re an Affiliate Member who has not registered for a booth for the show and would like to participate, please 
reach out to our Product Show Chair, Scott Jagodzinski, for more details jagz1337@gmail.com. ALL manufacturer reg-
istrations are handled directly through the ILPHCC website, www.ilphcc.com/expo 
 
CPD Exam Registration is OPEN 
 
The 2024 Certified in Plumbing Design (CPD) Exam Registration is officially OPEN! 
The exam dates will be April 15-26, 2024, with a registration deadline of April 1, 
2024.  
 
 CLICK HERE for more information. 
 
 
ASPE Chicago gets Social! 
 
Did you know that ASPE Chicago is also available via social media? Be sure to tag ASPE Chicago in your posts to 
help generate more views using the following social media accounts: 

 
 
 
 

While you are connecting to ASPE Chicago, please also follow ASPE National here:  
 

 
 
 

 
Hope to see you at Venuti’s! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Chris Rohan, CPD 
Chicago Chapter President 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 

mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
mailto:jagz1337@gmail.com
http://www.ilphcc.com/expo
https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/registration-for-the-2024-certified-in-plumbing-design-cpd-exam-is-open/
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-society-of-plumbing-engineers/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanSocietyofPlumbingEngineers/
https://www.instagram.com/aspe_org/
https://twitter.com/ASPEorg
https://www.aspe.org/
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TOTAL DYNAMIC HEAD (TDH) MOVES INTO THE NEW YEAR 
 

TDH now have three gatherings under our belt and we are ready to move into 
2024. How were your holidays? Did you struggle with family time or something 
else? Family and the holidays can be very stressful for some. And it’s a different 
stress than we have at work. 
 

Speaking of work, how was it coming back after a break (if you took a break)? 
Overwhelmed by all the emails waiting for you? Come on, you didn’t CHECK your email while on 
break, did you?? We have been talking about things like that recently – being reachable 24/7 either 
because others abuse that or you bring it on yourself. 
 

How about everything else? If you want to chat, get something off your chest, or just want to listen 
to others share their stories while you try to get comfortable enough to share your own, please join 
us for our next conversation at the ASPE Chicago meeting on January 18 at Venuti’s in Addison – 
2251 W Lake Street. We will plan to start at 5pm. However, I intend to be there by 4:30pm if any of 
you want to come early. We will meet in the bar (walk into the building and turn left) first and if we 
need to relocate, we will.  
 

Two final things – this is not a b.s. group. We are there to give support to each other for whatever 
each are going through and anything personal shared will not leave the group. We hope to see you 
on January 18. If you plan to sit with the TDH group, please drop me a line so we know to look for 
you. 

 
 
 
 

Jason McDonald 
ASPE Chicago Past President 
jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com; 847.316.9258 

mailto:jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com


 

7 

 
 

 

https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://www.bradfordwhite.com/
https://www.anaco-husky.com/
https://www.abifoundry.com/
https://addedsales.com/
https://deltapcarver.com/
https://www.caleffi.com/en-us
https://elbi.net/
https://www.eemax.com/
https://www.gesafety.com/
https://htareps.com/
https://ftipumpsandcontrols.com/
https://fanddsales.com/
https://lyall-thresher.com/
https://www.lochinvar.com/
https://www.intellihot.com/
https://buymeinc.com/
https://www.mcguiremfg.com/
https://www.mcmsl.com/
https://www.nibco.com/
https://www.oasiscoolers.com/
https://www.syncroflo.com/
https://www.sloan.com/
https://www.raypak.com/
https://www.watts.com/
https://www.victaulic.com/
https://www.tylerpipe.com/
https://www.jrsmith.com/home
https://www.zoeller.com/
https://www.watts.com/products/drainage
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https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/
mailto:info@inlandsalesgroup.com
https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/inland/
https://www.boilersource.com/
https://www.bornquist.com/
https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/
https://mifab.com/
https://www.viega.us/
https://www.repcoassociates.com/
http://www.kastmarketing.com/
https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://www.hsarep.com/
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https://www.centrotherm.us.com/
https://www.grundfos.com/us
https://www.kohler.com/en
https://www.charlottepipe.com/
https://www.evergreensls.com/
https://mcwaneplumbingtechservices.com/
https://www.rheem.com/
https://micronicsflowmeters.com/
https://paxtoncorp.com/
https://www.milwaukeevalve.com/
https://www.tjhiggins.com/
https://zurnelkay.com/
https://uspumpcorp.com/
https://chicago.aspe.org/
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VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL: TECHNICALLY SPEAKING 
 
Greetings ASPE Chicago Chapter Members, 
 
I want to start off by saying thank you to our sponsors who made Booster Night possible. Without their 
help and support our chapter would not be where it is today.  We finished with 50 different sponsors 
for our Booster Night, which might be a record!  Lia’s catering again did a wonderful job, and I thought 
the food was great!  
 

I want to give a thank you to Kevin Freidt for our virtual presentation last month.  It was very beneficial to our member-
ship for future mixing and balancing considerations when designing a project.  If you have further questions on the top-
ic please reach out to Kevin directly @ kevin.freidt@caleffi.com 
 
Our next meeting will be at Venuti’s: 
 

Manufacture spotlight: Hycleen Automation System for Centrally Controlled DHW Balancing 
Presented by: Edwin Gonzalez, CPD, GPD, ASSE 12080 

CPVC Piping Systems for Plumbing Applications 

Presented by: Edwin Gonzalez, CPD, GPD, ASSE 12080 
 

 

 

CPVC piping systems have been successfully used in commercial and industrial applications for decades. However, 
copper still dominates our industry as the most specified material in many piping systems. Growing challenges faced 
by copper piping, such as price instability and supply shortages, has led to engineers, contractors, and owners looking 
for a substitute that can provide both the value and performance required for demanding commercial/institutional pro-
jects. This course will discuss the history, design considerations, and benefits of providing Sch. 80 CPVC piping sys-
tems for potable water distribution.  

Presenter:  Edwin Gonzalez, CPD, GPD, ASSE 12080: Edwin Gonzalez is an Application Specialist, 
Commercial Water for GF Piping Systems and has over 30 years of experience in plumbing design, 
project management, and solution provider. He is former President and Education Chair for the Central 
Florida ASPE Chapter, and holds professional certifications in plumbing design (CPD), green plumbing 
design (GPD), and Legionella water safety (ASSE 12080). He is also a contributing member for the 
IAPMO Manual of Construction Practices for Potable Water committee. 

Join us for our next Virtual meeting on February 1st: 
 

The Importance of Backflow  
by Ryan Moore - MIFAB 

  
Click here to join the meeting 

 
ASPE Chicago Virtual Zoom Meeting: 

When: Thursday, February 1, 2024 @ 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM 
 

This course outlines how crucial backflow preventers are in a plumbing system and how they are used. The course 

also outlines different types of backflow devices and how they are assembled.  

Ryan Moore – National Sales Manager.  - MIFAB - Nashville, TN.  
Ryan is a veteran of Desert Storm in the United States Navy.  He holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
from the University of Tennessee.  He has 23 years of experience in the mechanical and plumbing 
industry.  He worked as a estimator and project manager for The Comfort Group Mechanical and 
Plumbing in Nashville. Ryan worked as a District Manager in the Southeast US for Victaulic Company.  
He also worked in the Eastern US for NIBCO, Inc as a Commercial Sales Manager.  He is currently 
with MIFAB as the National Sales Manager.  He has been published in MCAA and Plumbing Engineer-
ing Magazines.  He resides on a farm outside Nashville, TN with his wife, Erica and their three daugh-

ters. 

Continued on Page 12 

file:///C:/Users/gallagherje/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/LTEIWOAJ/kevin.freidt@caleffi.com
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTI0MGM0ZTEtMGQ4MC00OGY4LTg5OTMtYmQzZGEyYjRiNGU1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ec3d1974-1c4e-4b01-8dd3-880fe4716e1c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b5fd2984-cccc-4f41-9b7f-300aef8bc0aa%22%7d
https://www.georgfischer.com/en.html
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VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL: TECHNICALLY SPEAKING, CONTINUED… 
 
2023-2024 Chapter Meetings and Beyond 
 
After a pretty good year of success using the QR Code for meeting evaluations, this year we intend to eliminate the 
use of paper evaluation forms. In addition to the QR code, we will send out an e-blast each Friday to all meeting at-
tendees that will include a link to an evaluation survey. Just like last year, you will be able to scan the QR codes that 
will be located at each table. If you require a paper evaluation form, they will be available at the sign-in table. You can 
scan the code by either using your smartphone camera, which will automatically detect the code (depending on the 
age of your phone), or by using a QR Code scanner app on your phone. The QR Code will take you to a Google Form 
to fill out an evaluation. Your meeting evaluations are very important in helping us plan for future meetings and presen-
tations. Please take a minute or two to provide your feedback.  
 
Future Special Event Opportunity: If you are an Affiliate that has access to mobile product demonstration trailers, 
please reach out to me at ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com. We are looking at the possibility of hosting a special 
outdoor event in the future and I would like to get an idea of what is available and the interest level. If you have an idea 
for a technical presentation you want to see, or you have a great technical session you want to present, please reach 
out to me and we can look to get you or your topic on the list for the Expo or for the meeting season next year. We are 
also looking to lock in Manufacturer Spotlights and Cocktail Hour sponsors as well if you have an interest.  

 

Stay safe! 

Justin Wroblewski, CPD 
Chicago Chapter Vice President, Technical 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 

mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
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VICE PRESIDENT, LEGISLATIVE 
 
Greetings Chicago Chapter Members!  
 
Hot off the Press!!!! Wisconsin Administrative Code Changes, the first in 14 years  
The entire list of Plumbing code changes can be found here: Business Information (wi.gov) 
 
Some of these changes may look familiar for those that have worked in states following the Internation-
al Codes. It’d be so great if was only one code for the country to follow, but maybe that’d make our ca-
reers too easy? 

 
Second HOT UPDATE! State of Michigan Code Updates 
The new Michigan Codes have been announced and they will be adopting the 2021 International Plumbing (IPC), 
2021 International Mechanical, and 2023 National Electric Codes effective March 12, 2024. Here is a link to the 2021 
IPC changes:  ars.apps.lara.state.mi.us/Transaction/DownloadFile?FileName=FinalRule%28s%
29.pdf&FileType=FinalRule&TransactionID=1415&EffectiveDate=3%2F12%2F2024&ReturnHTML=True 
 
State of Illinois Updates 
Illinois has adopted the 2021 International Energy Conservation Code with amendments, effective January 1, 2024. 
Please be aware and get familiar with the new code as it applies to your projects. To keep up on scheduled IDPH 
Events, the regularly updated calendar can be found here: Search Results (illinois.gov)  
 
Please reach out to me if you have any code questions, code updates, ideas for topics of discussion, or you are look-
ing for any interpretations and I will try and include pertinent information in future newsletters.  
 
Please email me at aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com with any options you want to learn more about and I’ll figure out how 
to get the content out. Feel free to expand upon the suggestions and/or create your own suggestion! 

City of Chicago Updates  
To stay up to date on the happenings of the City Council and Committees, you can find the regularly updated calendar 
here Office of the City Clerk - Meetings (legistar.com)  
 
Selecting Hot Water Recirculation Balancing Valve(s) For Your Project 
Of the six standard (DWV, water, storm) plumbing systems in our buildings, hot water return design has become the 
most critical in recent years. Water-saving fixtures have proven to be effective at saving water, but it has been a part of 
the decreasing water quality in potable water systems. Stagnant and slow moving water is bad for your plumbing sys-
tems. As members of the plumbing community, we must be aware of this and do our part in maintaining water quality. 
 
A couple questions to ask when designing the hot water return system: Where does the hot water supply system sepa-
rate from the hot water recirculation system? What controls the amount of water recirculating through each circuit? 
 
Would you agree that a balancing valve is the point of separation between hot water supply and return systems? 
Would you agree we systematically oversize the hot water return pipes and the recirculation pumps? 
 
My point? 
 
We select balancing valves to serve the circulating hot water system. Their purpose is to direct/balance water flow to 
maintain a consistently elevated temperature throughout the hot water supply system and keep water moving back to 
the water heater. Increasing the number of daily passes through the entire circulation system will improve water quali-
ty. 
 
Also included in the circulating system are: supply piping, return piping, water heater and the recirc pump. The sizes of 
pipe impacts the velocity of water moving through the system while the size of the recirc pump impacts the flow rate of 
the circulation system. The water heater is sized to maintain a temperature in the system based on both water usage 
and standby losses. 
 
You should be asking, “How many types of balancing valves are there?” and “Which one serves me best?” In my opin-
ion there are five types: 
 

• Ball/Multi-turn valves; pressure dependent 

• Thermostatic Balancing Valves, fixed-cartridge 
 
 

Continued on Page 17 

https://dsps.wi.gov/Documents/SignificantPlumbingCodeUpdatesPlainLanguage.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ars.apps.lara.state.mi.us/Transaction/DownloadFile?FileName=FinalRule%28s%29.pdf&FileType=FinalRule&TransactionID=1415&EffectiveDate=3%2F12%2F2024&ReturnHTML=True
https://ars.apps.lara.state.mi.us/Transaction/DownloadFile?FileName=FinalRule%28s%29.pdf&FileType=FinalRule&TransactionID=1415&EffectiveDate=3%2F12%2F2024&ReturnHTML=True
https://dph.illinois.gov/search.html?q=calendar&contentType=event
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com
https://chicago.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
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VICE PRESIDENT, LEGISLATIVE, CONTINUED... 
 

• Thermostatic Balancing Valves, adjustable 

• Venturi-type valves 

• Electronically Actuated Balancing Valves 

 
Ball/Multi-turn valves are the historically most used balancing devices. These devices are well known. The ball valve 
types are a cheap alternative to any other valve but they are limited in their abilities while the multi-turn valves offer 
better control on the pressure drop as supply water is returned back to the recirc pump. 
 
Thermostatic Fixed cartridge balancing valves are devices ordered from the manufacturer with no adjustment on-site 
possible. These valves have a pre-set temperature the flow is balanced around. If the designer wants a 120°F balanc-
ing valve rather than a 130°F valve, these would be specified and ordered separately through an approved submittal. If 
the wrong valve is received on site, the valve would need to be sent back to the factory for a replacement. They oper-
ate by throttling the opening as temperature at the valve changes, as temperature increases the valve will close and as 
temperature drops, the valve will open. 
 
Adjustable thermostatic balancing valves are devices that operate in the same manner as the fixed cartridge valves, 
but the field team is able to manually adjust the temperature the valves are set to. This then would not require shipping 
from the factory if a different temperature set point is required. It does, however, allow the users to adjust the tempera-
ture set point after building turnover. 
 
Venturi valves are devices that are put into the hot water supply line in series. They divert some water to circulate 
through a room and then the diverted water is directed back to the supply line. There is added pressure drop to the 
system that the recirculation pump will need to compensate for and as such, the manufacturers will give guidelines 
regarding how many venturi balancing valves you can design with in series. In the product data I’ve seen for these, the 
manufacturer had recommended the use of these valves as HW distributes across a floor, and to pair it with a thermo-
static balancing valve at the HWR riser. 
 
Electronically actuated balancing valves are the newest to me. Previously I had thought the only way to control balanc-
ing with solenoid valves and sensing probes would be to require a control point or two and tie it into the Building Man-
agement System (BMS). This would be costly. At the ASPE Technical Symposium, a manufacturer introduced a sys-
tem where all of the balancing valves in a building are daisy-chained together with a control wire running through the 
building and back to a “brain”. This brain has a display screen showing the water temperature at each valve and re-
quired only one control point to the BMS. The temperature readings can be trended and saved for your client’s use 
should a lawsuit regarding legionella arise. It is the most expensive hot water balancing option, but if your client is sen-
sitive to lawsuits originating from issues with the hot water allowing bacteria growth, the associated premium might be 
acceptable. 
 
Which balancing valve strategy do you want to use? Do you know how flow and Cv affect pressure drop across a 
valve? 
 
 
 
Thanks! 
 
 

Chris Winnie 
Chicago Chapter Vice President, Legislative 
ASPE.Chicago.VPL@gmail.com 

mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPL@gmail.com
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https://www.aspe.org/membership-global-community/membership/special-interest-groups/women-of-aspe/
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https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/
mailto:info@inlandsalesgroup.com
https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/inland/
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VICE PRESIDENT, AFFILIATE 
 
Greetings All! 
 
I hope everyone was able to relax with family and friends and enjoy the holidays, Happy New Year to 
All! I hope everyone has continued success & nothing but good things happen in 2024! 
 
Let’s talk about Booster Night. Another amazing, well-attended event. As you know, we had decided 

to make this a free event if you register by the deadline date. To Make this a success and to consider continuing to do 
this for future Booster Nights, Sponsorships were more important than ever. This year we hit 50 Sponsorships, 15 
more than last year. Plenty of new companies sponsoring and some rep firms doing multiple sponsorships with their 
manufacturers, helped us hit the 50 sponsorships plateau. 
 
I would like to thank each and every sponsor and the Chicago ASPE community would also like to thank each and 
every sponsor for making this happen.  We are currently looking into ways to better display sponsors that will be 
adaptable to the venue where we hold this event. We are open to suggestions, if you have any, please reach out to me 
so I can discuss with you and then the Board. 
 
The pile of Toys For Tots was high and plentiful. Representatives from Toy For Tots took the toys away before we 
could get a count, but the donation ASPE Chicago made to the Toys For Tots was impressive. Thank you to everyone 
that brought toys and participated. 
 
Please see the pages in this publication that thank our Booster Night sponsors and make sure you show them your 
appreciation. 
 
Also, if you are interested in advertising in our monthly newsletter, please take notice of the flyer in this publication with 
the advertising rates. Also take note of the membership drive info flyer and learn how you can get free advertising just 
by signing up new ASPE members. 
 
As usual Affiliates, I am your voice to the ASPE boards, any thoughts, concerns, comments, questions, let me know! 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone soon. 

 
 
Darren Rich 
Chicago Chapter Vice President, Affiliate 
P# 224.833.6023 aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com 
 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

Hello ASPE Chicago,  
 
Happy New Year! I look forward to seeing you all at Venuti’s on 1/18/24 for our January meeting.  
 
The AHR Expo is returning to Chicago for the first time since 2018 from January 22-24, 2024 at 
McCormick Place. AHR is a trade show organized by The American Society of Heating, Refrigerating 
and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE). The focus of the event is HVACR, but there will be plenty 

of plumbing products on display too from ASPE affiliate members/manufacturers. There will be over 1600 exhibitors 
with over 370 speakers. Many of our Chicago chapter members will be attending, myself included. More details about 
the event here: https://www.ahrexpo.com/about 
 
This event is free as long as you register by 1/20/24 here:  
 

Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Chris Swade 
Chicago Chapter Administrative Secretary 
aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com  

mailto:Aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com
https://www.ahrexpo.com/about
mailto:aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com
https://registration.experientevent.com/ShowAHR241/?utm_campaign=Google+-+Branded+Keywords+2024&utm_source=search&utm_medium=search&utm_term=Feathr&utm_content=Feathr&cpn_id=64db8bdf4630954854c2d420&e_id=645bdc1e3465244e391548e9&gclid=CjwKCAiA7t6sBhAiEiwAs
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AYP Liaison 
 
Hello ASPE Chicago Members! 
 
It was great to see all who attended Booster Night last month and I hope everyone had a great holi-
day!  We are currently working on planning the next AYP event so please stay tuned for details. Our 
last event took place at Pinstripes in Oak Brook where we were able to play some fantastic games of 
Bocce Ball and enjoy great food and beverages. A huge thank you to our sponsors ISIMET and 
Woodford Manufacturing Co. as well as everyone that attended! 

 
Getting Involved with ASPE Young Professionals 
If you have interest in getting more involved in ASPE Young Professionals, please feel free to reach out to me with any 
questions that you might have! If you are a member of ASPE and under the age of 35, you are automatically a mem-
ber of ASPE Young Professionals at no additional cost and can attend any of our events.  All events are sponsored by 
various vendors and the ASPE chapter so there is no cost for attendees. 
 
ASPE Mentorship Program 
If you are interested in having someone to connect with that has years of experience in the industry, look no further 
than the ASPE Mentoring Program!  ASPE has an online tool that can connect you with a mentor that is a member of 
the Chicago Chapter or is a member of a chapter across the country.  Connecting with a mentor can help you further 
your career through networking, learning more about the industry, and sharing experiences.  
 
If you are interested passing down your knowledge to the younger generation by becoming a mentor, you can sign up 
here as well.   
 
 

Click Here to Sign Up as a Mentor or Mentee 

 

 
 
 
 

Robb Thomm 
Chicago Chapter AYP Liaison 
rt@evergreensls.com 

https://connect.aspe.org/aspe-mentor-match/mentoring
mailto:rt@evergreensls.com
https://connect.aspe.org/aspe-mentor-match/mentoring
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: INDUSTRY NEWS 

Dear Fellow ASPE Chicago Chapter Members & Guests,It was wonderful to see everyone at Booster 
Night! What a fantastic turnout. Let’s keep the momentum going into the next meeting at Venuti’s in 
Addison, IL on January 18th

th
 to kick off the New Year! Join us for a night of delicious food, networking, 

and education. And of course, no ASPE event is complete without a charity raffle! Bring cash for your 
chance to support this month’s cause: Big Brothers Big Sisters Chicago 
 
Please take the time to connect with us on social media and tag us in your posts! We encourage every-

one to share pictures of the projects you're working on and any other ASPE events you attend. You can reach us at 
ASPE.chicago.social@gmail.com or find us on the following platforms: 

 
 
 

Here are some upcoming events and opportunities that can greatly benefit those of you who invest your time in profes-
sional development: 

If you have any questions or need more information, please don't hesitate to reach out to me. Looking forward to a pro-
ductive year ahead! 
 
Erik Fridlund 
Chicago Chapter Corresponding Secretary 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 

American Society of Sanitary Engineering (ASSE) 
2024 ASSE International Mid-Year Meeting *(No local 

meetings or events)* 

• Date: April 2nd – 3rd, 2024 

• Location: Plumbers 75 Training Center - 2102 E Springs 
Dr. Madison, WI 53704 
Link: IAPMO (asse-plumbing.org) 

 
American Institute of Architects (AIA) 

• Eastern Illinois Chapter January Meeting 

• Date: January 31st, 2024 

• Time: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

• Location: Flossmoor Station - 1035 Sterling Ave., Floss-
moor, IL. 60422 
Link: AIA Eastern Illinois Chapter - Meeting/Event Information 
(aiaeic.org) 

Illinois Chapter of ASHRAE 

• *(No events or meetings scheduled at this time)* 

• Date: TBD 

• Time: TBD 
Location: TBD 

Illinois Association of Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contrac-
tors (ILPHCC) 

Illinois 2024 PHCC EXPO North  

• Date: March 22nd, 2024 

• Time: 12:00PM – 5:00PM 

• Location: 100 Drury Lane, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 
Link: EXPO (ilphcc.com) 

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 

• 2024 NFPA Conference & Expo 

• Date: June 17th – 19th, 2024 

• Location: Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, FL. 
Link: NFPA Conference & Expo 

Society of Fire Protection Engineers (SFPE) 
SFPE Chicago – Wisconsin Joint Chapter Meeting 

Date: April 10th, 2024 

• Time: 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

• Location: The Brat Stop - Parkway Chateau - 12304 75th 
St., Kenosha, WI 53142 
Link: Chicago Society of Fire Protection Engineers - Meeting/
Event Information (chicagosfpe.org) 

Illinois Rural Water Association (ILRWA) 
IRWA's 42nd Annual Technical Conference 

Date: February 20th – 22nd, 2024 

• Time: N/A 

• Location: Holiday Inn - 1301 Ave of Mid America, Effing-
ham, IL 62401 
Link: ilrwa.org 

National Rural Water Association (NRWA) 
Rural Water Rally *(No local meetings or events)* 

Date: February 6th – 8th, 2024 
Location: Washington, DC. 
Link: Rural Water Rally | NRWA 

 

American Water Works Association Illinois Section 
Present Like a Pro: Tips to Engage Technical Audiences 

Date: January 24th, 2024 

• Time: 1:00PM – 4:00PM 

• Location: Medinah Banquets - 550 Shriners Dr., Addison, 
IL 60101 
Link: Illinois Section American Water Works Association 
(isawwa.org) 

mailto:ASPE.chicago.social@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com
https://www.asse-plumbing.org/asse/midyear
https://aiaeic.org/meetinginfo.php?id=106&ts=1697683928
https://aiaeic.org/meetinginfo.php?id=106&ts=1697683928
https://www.ilphcc.com/expo
https://www.nfpa.org/conference
https://chicagosfpe.org/meetinginfo.php?id=22&ts=1701123042
https://chicagosfpe.org/meetinginfo.php?id=22&ts=1701123042
https://www.ilrwa.org/
https://nrwa.org/rural-water-rally/
https://www.isawwa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1804421&group=
https://www.isawwa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1804421&group=
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago

