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Chicago Regional Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
Vol. 55, No. 4                                                        December 2023 

Chicago Chapter General Meeting  
Thursday, December 14, 2023 

Noon Whistle Brewing Co. 
800 E Roosevelt Rd 
Lombard, IL 60148 

AGENDA 
 

5:30pm - 9:00 pm: 
Open Bar: Call Liquor, Beer & Wine 
 
Hats off to all the outstanding Affiliates, ASPE Chicago , and our mem-
bers!  
 
Program: No technical program tonight, just a great night of socializing with 
good friends, and a chance to try out your skills on a select number of 
games! 
 
Update for this month!: Members FREE if RSVP by December 7th.  
$45/$70 after December 7th. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please RSVP on the Chicago.aspe.org website in lieu of calling or  

emailing, thank you for your cooperation! 

 
 
 

¶ Antipasto Platter 
(assorted Italian meats and 
cheeses, olives, artichokes, 
grapes, etc 

¶ Assorted Veggie Platter with 
Hummus Dip 

¶ Hand Rolled Italian Meatballs 
w/ garlic toast 

¶ Italian Beef Sliders 

¶ Teriyaki Chicken Skewers w/ 
Dipping Sauce 

¶ Cannoli and Brownies 

¶ Full Open Bar (unlimited beer, 
wine, liquor, cider, and soft 
drinks) 
 

 
 

Catered By: 

https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://www.liascatering1.com/home
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2023-2024 ASPE Chicago Meeting Schedule 
Date Technical Presentation & Manufacturer Spotlight CEU Location 

Thursday, September 
21, 2023 

Presentation: 13 Pitfalls of Heat Pump Water Heaters 
Speaker: Robert Svidron 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Intellihot Tankless Water Heaters 

Speaker: Robert Svidron 

0.1 
Church Street Brewing 
1480 Industrial Dr, Unit C,  

Itasca, IL 60143 

September 28 - October 
1, 2023 

ASPE Technical Symposium 
 

CLICK TO REGISTER: https://www.aspe.org/2023-tech-symposium/ 
 Bellevue, WA 

Thursday, October 19, 
2023 

Presentation: Smart Restrooms for Smart Cities 
Speaker: Gordon Tai - TOTO 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TOTO Eco Products 
Speaker: Gordon Tai - TOTO 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

Thursday, November 16, 
2023 

Presentation: Commerical Heat Pump Water Heaters 
Speaker: John Brody - LAARS 

 
Mfr Spotlight: LAARS commercial solutions 

Speaker: John Brody - LAARS 

0.1 
Noon Whistle Brewing Co 
800 E Roosevelt Road 
Lombard, IL 60148  

Thursday, December 07, 
2023 

Presentation: Mixing and Balancing Valve Selection Considerations: What 
Are the Key Criteria? 

 
Speaker: Kevin Freidt - Caleffi Hydronic Solutions 

0.1 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, December 14, 
2023 

Booster Night Holiday Party & Casino Night 
 

N/A 
Noon Whistle Brewing Co 
800 E Roosevelt Road 
Lombard, IL 60148  

Thursday, January 18, 
2024 

Presentation: CPVC Piping Systems for Plumbing Applications 
Speaker: Greg Swafford, CPD, GPD, ASSE 12080 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Hycleen Automation System for Centrally Controlled DHW 

Balancing 
Speaker: Greg Swafford, CPD, GPD, ASSE 12080 

0.1 
Venuti's 

2251 W. Lake Street 
Addison,IL 60101 

Thursday, February 01, 
2024 

Presentation: TBD 
Speaker: TBD 

0.1 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, February 15, 
2024 

Presentation: Guide to Siphonic Drainage 
Speaker: Brennan Doherty 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TBD  
Speaker: TBD 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

Friday, March 22, 2024 
ASPE Chicago Product Show and Technical Seminars Co-located with 

ILPHCC  
Drury Lane Conference Center, Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois 

0.4 

 
Drury Lane Conference 
Center, 100 Drury Lane, 
Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois, 

60181  
  

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

Presentation: New Innovation in Med Gas Piping 
Speaker: Mathis Carlson - MediTrac 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TBD 

Speaker: Mathis Carlson - MediTrac 

0.1 
Noon Whistle Brewing Co 
800 E Roosevelt Road 
Lombard, IL 60148  

Thursday, May 16, 2024 

Presentation: Plumbing Installation Demonstrations 
Speaker: Frank Borkowski 

 
No Manufacturer Spotlight - Extended Demonstration Time 

0.125 

Plumbers Local 130  
Training Center 

1400 W Washington Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60607 

Friday, June 14, 2024 Stephen Triphahn Memorial ASPE Chicago Golf Outing N/A 
Makray Memorial Golf Club 
1010 S. Northwest Hwy. 
Barrington, IL 60010 

If you would like to present any of these topics or become a meeting  
sponsor, please contact Justin Wroblewski at aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com. 

https://www.aspe.org/2023-tech-symposium/
https://chicago.aspe.org/12723-virtual-meeting-rsvp.html
mailto:aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com
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TDH SECOND MEETING RECAP AND PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 
 

The second gathering of TDH (Total Dynamic Head) was a smashing success! Six 
people attended for the full conversation and a few others poked their heads in for a 
bit. Included in our group were several salespeople and one of the things we dis-
cussed was the stresses associated with travel, especially for those with large  
regions.  
 

We talked about being too busy, over employment, and something that I think will be discussed 
more - the cell phone and how some think that allows them to contact us 24/7. We started discuss-
ing boundaries that we can have or need to have with work and how much we make ourselves 
available after work hours. I look forward to the continuation of this discussion. These are just a 
few examples of the work stresses that can be discussed in TDH. Also on the table are our person-
al stresses, health stresses, burnout, and more. 
 

If you want to join us, our next TDH conversation will be before Booster Night, Thursday Decem-
ber 14 at Noon Whistle Brewing, 800 E Roosevelt Road in Lombard. If you can get out of work 
or out of the house early, please come and join us at 5pm in the Barrel Room. We hope that 
eventually everyone who attends the TDH get-togethers will contribute to the conversation. At the 
same time, we understand that it may take a little bit for some to become comfortable enough to 
talk and share. As will always be the case, anything private/personal will not be reported in the 
newsletter nor will it be discussed outside of TDH. 
 
At our November conversation, we talked about the possibility of moving our gatherings to non-
meeting nights or even weekends. This could allow us to have more time to talk and would make it 
possible for the Board to attend if they want. This will be discussed further in the coming weeks or 
months. For the time being, we will keep our talks before cocktail hour on meeting nights. 
 

If you plan to attend Booster Night on December 14, please make sure to bring at least one new 
unwrapped toy for Toys for Tots ï a cause that is very important to the Chicago Chapter and to me 
personally. If you think you want to join us for TDH, please drop me a line so that I know to look for 
you. My email is below. 

 
 

Jason McDonald 
ASPE Chicago Past President 
jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com; 847.316.9258 

mailto:jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com
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 PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 
Greetings ASPE Chicago! I hope everyone had a safe and Happy 
Thanksgiving! I know I had plenty to be thankful for this year! This year 
was a great reminder that no matter how bad things seem to be, it could 
always be worse. I could not be more thankful than I am this year that the 
worst outcomes were mostly avoided for friends and family. As we rapidly 
approach a new year, I hope lessons learned from 2023 will allow me to 
see things from a glass half full perspective more frequently!  

 
Thank you to everyone that turned out for our November meeting at Noon Whistle 
Brewing Co for what I thought was a great overview presentation on domestic heat pump 
water heating systems.  We had right around 50 people in attendance last month, with a 
heavy number of no-shows offset by walk-ins.  Although a wash this month, PLEASE 
remember to let us know ASAP if you will not be able to attend after you RSVP. The 
Chapter bears the cost for the no-shows when we are not notified!  
 
Thank you to Herkowski, Stickler and Associates (HSA) for sponsoring the cocktail hour 
last month! I would also like to thank LAARS for participating in the Manufacturer 
Spotlight, which was presented by Derek Vaughn of HSA and John Brody of LAARS, 
both of which also participated as speakers for the technical portion of the program with 
their presentation on Commercial Heat Pump Water Heating Systems Overview.   
 
Booster Night / Holiday Party ï FREE TO MEMBERS that RSVP by December 7th! 
 
Thanks to the outstanding support the Chicago Chapter has received over the last few 
years, we are making Booster Night FREE for any MEMBER that RSVPôs no later than 
December 7th! After December 7th, you will be asked to pay the 
regular Member/Non-Member meeting fee ($45/70).   
 
We are going back to Noon Whistle Brewing Co in Lombard, IL for 
our 2023 Booster Night event! Just like last year, we are taking 
over the entire joint!  Liaôs Catering will once again be catering the 
food, which is always a big hit. There will be plenty of great 
beverages to choose from, and you can try your hand at various 
casino games, a wide range of pinball options, Golden Tee, darts, 
or Giant Connect 4! We will also be giving away AT LEAST $3,000 worth of prizes!  
 
Prize Giveaway: Each person that comes will receive one ticket for the prize pool. The 
winning tickets will be drawn at the end of the night, and you will select one (1) prize from 
the prize pool, BUT with a ñrob your neighborò twist to the game just like last year, that is 
sure to bring plenty of laughs!  
 
We are continuing our traditional collection of new unwrapped toys for the holiday 
season. The Marines are scheduled to attend Booster Night to collect the toys this year, 
but as we found out last year, sometimes real life gets in the way, and they are unable to 
attend to deal with more important issues. Please bring a new and unwrapped toy to help 
support families in need! 
 
Affiliates, we still need your sponsorship support, so please be on the lookout for eblasts 
from our VP Affiliate, Darren Rich, aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com  
 
Virtual Meeting on December 7th: 
 
We will be hosting a Virtual Meeting on December 7th from 12pm-1pm.  Kevin Freidt of 
Caleffi Hydronic Solutions will be presenting Mixing and Balancing Valve Selection 
Considerations: What Are the Key Criteria. See VPT Justin Wroblewskiôs article for more 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT 
Chris Rohan, CPD 
The Engineering Studio, Inc. 
847.795.8810 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT TECHNICAL 
Justin Wroblewski 
AMS Mechanical 
630.969.7000 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT LEGISLATIVE 
Chris Winnie 
SmithGroup 
847.400.6017 
aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Phil Traynor 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.vpm@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT AFFILIATE 
Darren Rich 
Friedman & Dorrans Sales, Inc. 
224.833.6023 
aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Lindsey Lehman 
ME Engineers 
847.668.3900 
aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
Chris Swade 
Lyall Thresher 
847.857.1554 
aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com  
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Erik Fridlund 
Kohler 
847.363.5980 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
PRODUCT SHOW CHAIRMAN 
Scott Jagodzinski 
Virtual Energy Solutions 
815.513.4809 
aspe.chicago.pschairman@gmail.com 
 
ASPE CHICAGO JOBS PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 
aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com 
 
HISTORIAN 
Joe Ficek 
Grumman/Butkus 
847.316.9222 
jficek@grummanbutkus.com 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR,  
WEBMASTER  
Jeff Gallagher, P.E. 
Viega, LLC 
224.407.1813 
aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com 
 
AYP LIAISON 
Robert Thomm 
Evergreen Sales 
608.339.1185 
aspe.chicago.ayp@gmail.com 
 
WOA LIAISON 
Judith Torres 
Epstein Architecture, Engineering & 
Construction 
jtorres@epsteinglobal.com 
 
AMBASSADOR 
Phil Traynor 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR 
Eric Cottrell 
Mid-Continent Marketing 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
WEBSITE 
http://chicago.aspe.org/ 

Continued on Page 8 
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https://education.aspe.org/products/medgas-101
https://www.aspe.org/
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https://www.hawsco.com/
https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE, CONTINUED... 
 
CPD Exam Registration is OPEN: 
The 2024 Certified in Plumbing Design (CPD) Exam Registration is officially OPEN! 
The exam dates will be April 15-26, 2024, with a registration deadline of April 1, 
2024.  
 
 CLICK HERE for more information. 
 
Chicago Chapter Membership Drive: 
Are you ready to help the Chicago Chapter get over 300 Members and stay 
ahead of Dallas/ Forth Worth and Boston? We have incentives for both Affiliates 
and Engineers! 
 

¶ Affiliates: If you get just one (1) new member registration, you will get one 
(1) FREE Full-Page ad in our newsletter ($200 value). If you sign up more, you will get more months of FREE ad-
vertising. To keep track of new member registrations, Affiliates will need to self-report to our VP Affiliate, Darren 
Rich, aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com. For more information, please see Darrenôs article!   

 

¶ Engineers: This month, we are introducing an incentive for Engineers! For each new member registration, Engi-
neers will receive a FREE Dinner, twenty (20) 50/50 Enhanced Raffle Tickets, and the Engineer with the most new 
member registrations will receive a FREE ASPE Membership for 1-year (s $200 value!). Engineers will need to self
-report  new member registrations by emailing me at aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com. 

 
NEW Chicago Chapter Retired Member Benefit: 
Do you carry a retired membership status for ASPE?  The Chapter Board has decided that in appreciation for their 
dedication, commitment, and service to ASPE, members who carry retired status will be granted FREE Dinners at our 
monthly general meetings.  Please remember that when you retire, ASPE does have a reduced membership fee for 
those that meet the required criteria for ñRetired Memberò status. Please consider maintaining your membership and 
being an active member of ASPE! 
 
TDH (Total Dynamic Head) 
Last month, we saw a great turnout for this new pre-meeting support group to help members discuss and cope with 
issues theyôre having, whether thatôs burnout, feeling overwhelmed, general stress, etc. We had a good mix of engi-
neers and affiliates contributing to the conversation! 
 
If you are feeling overwhelmed, stressed at work, burned out, or just want to get some stuff off your mind, please come 
check out this new informal support group. Join Jason McDonald and Scott Jagodzinski and others at 5pm in the Bar-
rel Room at Noon Whistle before the Booster Night activities get going! 
 
SAVE THE DATE! World Plumbing Day - Feed My Starving Children Event: 
Mark your calendars for the morning of March 8, 2024, for what has become our annual tradition of packing meals for 
Feed My Starving Children in celebration of World Plumbing Day. Each attendee will receive a free T-shirt to wear 
while we pack meals to show the strength of ASPEôs support! Please be on the look out for e-blasts in the new year.  
 
ASPE Chicago gets Social! 
Did you know that ASPE Chicago is also available via social media? Be sure to tag ASPE Chicago in your posts to 
help generate more views using the following social media accounts: 

 
 
 

While you are connecting to ASPE Chicago, please also follow ASPE National here: 
 
 
 
 

Hope to see you at Noon Whistle Brewing Co!  

Chris Rohan, CPD 
Chicago Chapter President 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 

https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/registration-for-the-2024-certified-in-plumbing-design-cpd-exam-is-open/
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-society-of-plumbing-engineers/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanSocietyofPlumbingEngineers/
https://www.instagram.com/aspe_org/
https://twitter.com/ASPEorg
https://www.aspe.org/
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
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https://www.mcmsl.com/
https://www.intellihot.com/


 

11 

 
 

 

https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/
mailto:info@inlandsalesgroup.com

