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Chicago Regional Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
Vol. 55, No. 3                                                        November 2023 

Chicago Chapter General Meeting  
Thursday, November 16, 2023 

 

Noon Whistle Brewing 
800 E Roosevelt Rd. 
Lombard, IL 60148 

Toys for Tots Month! 
Bring a new, unwrapped toy to donate!! 

AGENDA 
 

5:30-6:30 pm  Cocktail Hour Sponsored by:  
 
                           
 
6:30 pm  Dinner ($45 for ASPE Members $70 Non-Members).   

 RSVPs must be received by 6:00 PM on Monday,  
  November 13th (RSVPs received after this time will be 

 charged  a $5 late fee).  
 
7:15 pm  Manufacturer Spotlight: LAARS Commercial Solutions 

 by John Brody with LAARS 
 
 
 
7:30-8:30 pm Main Presentation: Commerical Heat Pump Water  
  Heaters by John Brody with LAARS (0.1 CEUs Available!) 

 
 
 

Please RSVP on the Chicago.aspe.org website in lieu of calling or  
emailing, thank you for your cooperation! 

MENU: 
 
Appetizers: 

¶ Double Dip Platter 

¶ Pretzel Bite Platter 

¶ Cocktail Meatball Platter 
  
Dinner: 
 
Taco Bar ï Ale Braised Beef and Vegan 
Chorizo 
 
Pickled Cabbage or Lettuce for Salads, 
Pico de Gallo, Roasted Salsa, Oaxacan 
Cheese, Sour Cream, Corn & Flour 
Tortillas or Tortilla Bowl for Salads, Tor-
tilla Chips, Black Bean & Rice Salad.  
  
Dessert: 

¶ TBD 
 
Drinks: 

¶ TBD 

https://www.hsarep.com/
https://chicago.aspe.org/
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2023-2024 ASPE Chicago Meeting Schedule 
Date Technical Presentation & Manufacturer Spotlight CEU Location 

Thursday, September 
21, 2023 

Presentation: 13 Pitfalls of Heat Pump Water Heaters 
Speaker: Robert Svidron 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Intellihot Tankless Water Heaters 

Speaker: Robert Svidron 

0.1 
Church Street Brewing 
1480 Industrial Dr, Unit C,  

Itasca, IL 60143 

September 28 - October 
1, 2023 

ASPE Technical Symposium 
 

CLICK TO REGISTER: https://www.aspe.org/2023-tech-symposium/ 
 Bellevue, WA 

Thursday, October 19, 
2023 

Presentation: Smart Restrooms for Smart Cities 
Speaker: Gordon Tai - TOTO 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TOTO Eco Products 
Speaker: Gordon Tai - TOTO 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

Thursday, November 16, 
2023 

Presentation: Commerical Heat Pump Water Heaters 
Speaker: John Brody - LAARS 

 
Mfr Spotlight: LAARS commercial solutions 

Speaker: John Brody - LAARS 

0.1 
Noon Whistle Brewing Co 
800 E Roosevelt Road 
Lombard, IL 60148  

Thursday, December 07, 
2023 

Presentation: Mixing and Balancing Valve Selection Considerations: What 
Are the Key Criteria 

 
Speaker: Kevin Freidt - Caleffi 

0.1 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, December 14, 
2023 

Booster Night Holiday Party & Casino Night 
 

N/A  

Thursday, January 18, 
2024 

Presentation: CPVC Piping Systems for Plumbing Applications 
Speaker: Greg Swafford, CPD, GPD, ASSE 12080 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Hycleen Automation System for Centrally Controlled DHW 

Balancing 
Speaker: Greg Swafford, CPD, GPD, ASSE 12080 

0.1 
Venuti's 

2251 W. Lake Street 
Addison,IL 60101 

Thursday, February 01, 
2024 

Presentation: TBD 
Speaker: TBD 

0.1 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, February 15, 
2024 

Presentation: Guide to Siphonic Drainage 
Speaker: Brennan Doherty 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TBD  
Speaker: TBD 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

Friday, March 15, 2024 
ASPE Chicago Product Show and Technical Seminars Co-located with 

ILPHCC  
Drury Lane Conference Center, Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois 

0.4 

 
Drury Lane Conference 
Center, 100 Drury Lane, 
Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois, 

60181  
  

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

Presentation: New Innovation in Med Gas Piping 
Speaker: Mathis Carlson - MediTrac 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TBD 

Speaker: Mathis Carlson - MediTrac 

0.1 
Noon Whistle Brewing Co 
800 E Roosevelt Road 
Lombard, IL 60148  

Thursday, May 16, 2024 

Presentation: Plumbing Installation Demonstrations 
Speaker: Frank Borkowski 

 
No Manufacturer Spotlight - Extended Demonstration Time 

0.125 

Plumbers Local 130  
Training Center 

1400 W Washington Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60607 

Friday, June 14, 2024 Stephen Triphahn Memorial ASPE Chicago Golf Outing N/A 
Makray Memorial Golf Club 
1010 S. Northwest Hwy. 
Barrington, IL 60010 

If you would like to present any of these topics or become a meeting  
sponsor, please contact Justin Wroblewski at aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com. 

https://www.aspe.org/2023-tech-symposium/
https://chicago.aspe.org/121522-virtual-meeting-rsvp.html
https://chicago.aspe.org/02022023-virtual-meeting-rsvp.html
mailto:aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com
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 Thank you for your support! 

https://www.laars.com/
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THE ASPE TECH SYMPOSIUM EXPERIENCE! 
 

I am truly grateful for the Chicago ASPE Chapter in bestowing me an opportunity to attend the 
2023 ASPE Tech Symposium in Bellevue, WA. It was the first time I ever attended a National 
ASPE event. I have been an ASPE member for 4 years and entered the Architect/Engineering/
Construction industry a few months after my initial membership. I was looking forward to meeting 
people in the industry from all over the country and was surprised to meet a member-at-large from 
Mexico City! In addition to that, learning from the 8 education sessions, which were great to ex-
pand upon discussion on crucial topics like improving plumbing design with better codes and de-
sign practice.  

I signed up for the ASPE Young Professional (AYP) Leadership Academy, which I recommend to 
any attendee at least once to experience while at a Technical Symposium. The topics covered this 
year were óThe Positive & Professional Workplace Environmentô and óBehavior Styles & Appreciat-
ing Our Differences.ô I absolutely enjoyed talking to others about their work experiences/tips and 
understanding our/others various strengths in a team setting. As much as I enjoyed the AYP Lead-
ership Academy, there wasnôt an AYP gathering afterwards, which made it harder to engage with 
those attendees afterwards due to the packed conference schedule. I hope they bring it back for 
the next conventions in another way like designating tables in areas for AYP to congregate. 

Next, I enjoyed attending the Product show to see some familiar and new Vendors/Manufacturers. 
It is always refreshing to see other suppliers outside the Midwest region and products that will be-
come relevant with the upcoming code updates. I was able to talk to a local CPD after a talk with a 
supplier about balancing valves used in Germany. I found out that attendee couldnôt attend the re-
mainder of the conference and appreciated the conversation about Seattle projects. I wouldn't 
have talked to this person if this conference was just education sessions. 

I also managed to attend the AYP and WOA committee meetings. Finding out more about what 
they are trying to accomplish on a national level versus experiences in the local level was insight-
ful. I encourage future attendees to go to any committee meeting and give input as an ASPE mem-
ber in a non-officer role. It helps the organization get a better idea of needs that may not be ad-
dressed outside of their officer meetings. 

Overall my favorite part of the conference is seeing and talking to people involved in the plumbing 
industry from different walks of life, which you canôt get from simply attending a webinar/CEU ses-
sion. Women of ASPE(WOA) had an appetizer and drinks event at Castilla(Spanish Restaurant), 
which was open to everybody. The Welcome Party was another great event. There was a good 
mix of people including members of the National/Regional/Local level Boards at both networking 
events. Every connection made during this conference was worth it.  

 

Worlynn Ow, EIT 

The Engineering Studio 
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THE ASPE TECH SYMPOSIUM EXPERIENCE! 
 

Aspe Symposium Thoughts: 
 
I enjoyed having a space to meet and get to know other people in a relaxed environment. 
 
The AYP event: 
It was cool to be in a small group with people close to my age and career level. This being my first 
one, and not knowing what the others are like, I found the topic (emotional intelligence) very inter-
esting and insighful. Being engineers, sometimes I think that emotional intelligence is overlooked 
or underappreciated, but I think it can be super important. I am not sure if the seminar held value 
for everyone there, but I took a lot from it, that I will try to think about/utilize in my daily life. I think a 
lot of what was discussed can be applied not only to work life/relationships but to your personal life 
as well, if not more so. I found myself often thinking of personal relationships and relating them to 
the topics. And I donôt think thatôs a bad thing. How do we become great at something? You prac-
tice it everyday. So while you might not need these lessons and skills everyday in your work life, if 
you use them in all aspects of your life, your skills will sharpen at an accelerated pace and will stay 
relevant and fresh in mind when you need to make use of it. All in all, I learned good ways to deal 
with the personal aspect of business and I learned about myself in the process. The major take 
away being how to deliver feedback in a way that will have a positive impact. 
 

Product show: 
The product show is a lot smaller than the conventions. But I think this allows one to focus their at-
tention and learn more about what is there instead of trying to make sure you see everyone and 
end up not learning as much. This product show allowed me to get more value out of the time I 
spent.  
 

Tech Sessions: 
I learned a tough lesson after my experience going to the technical sessions, which I plan to avoid 
moving forward by following this advice: Do your research about the sessions ahead of time before 
you decide which ones to attend. I looked at the descriptions and titles and decided what would 
benefit my learning the most and I found out that was not enough research to determine which to 
attend. Obviously, the best preparation is a thorough search into the topics that interest you ahead 
of time and determining based on that.  If you donôt have time to read into the topics deeply, I 
would suggest at least picking topics that sound diverse. Donôt put all your eggs in one basket. 
Plan to learn a little about a lot of topics instead of trying to learn a lot about one or two. I found 
that the topics with similar subjects or titles ended up having a lot or complete overlap in content. If 
you still think you want to learn about the topics at least check who the presenter is. If the present-
er is the same for a couple of similar sessions, there may be overlap in content and your time 
might be better spent attending a different session.  
 
Andrew Poull 
C.J. Erickson Plumbing 
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THE ASPE TECH SYMPOSIUM EXPERIENCE! 
 

Another Successful  ASPE Symposium  
 
I wanted to take a moment to express my heartfelt appreciation for the opportunity to 
participate in the 2023 ASPE Tech Symposium. It was a truly enriching and enlight-
ening experience, and I am grateful for the chance to be a part of this great event. 
Societyôs efforts ensured a well-organized and informative event that brought togeth-
er experts and good friends.   
 
I had the privilege to provide a presentation on Water Management and Water-
borne Bacterial Control Strategies in conjunction with Libby Ashworth with Garratt-
Callahan.  We discussed internal risk factors, water safety, regulation and standards, 
and specific techniques to mitigate those risks.  I truly enjoyed the following discus-
sions and questions from the audience.   
 
The discussions, presentations, and shared insights during the symposium were in-
valuable. It was inspiring to engage with such a knowledgeable and passionate com-
munity, and I'm thankful for the collaborative spirit that this event fostered. 
If you havenôt been to an ASPE Tech Symposium or Convention, I strongly recom-
mend you attend.  They are extremely informative and allow you to expand your net-
work at an exponential pace.  Please, consider volunteering, it is a great way to give 
back to our noble professional organization.  
 
Thank you once again for this wonderful opportunity, and I eagerly anticipate the pro-
spect of participating in future events. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank Sanchez CPD, GPD, ASSE 6060 
fsanchez@syska.com 
Chicago Chapter Super Fan and Past President  
Syska Hennessy Group 
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TDH FIRST MEETING RECAP AND ROUND 2 
 

The first meeting of our new group, TDH (Total Dynamic Head), was a 
success. Held before the October meeting, we were able to find a spot 
downstairs at Westwood to chat. What we lacked in quantity, we made 
up for it in quality. Although specifics and personal matters will never 
leave the group, I can share that we had some great discussion that in-
cluded prioritization of project work and what to do when everything 

seems to be a top priority. Just a coincidence, I recently wrote a series of articles in 
Pipeline that discusses these very topics. Iôll share the links to those articles at the 

end of this one. 
 

Our main goal for TDH is to get people talking. Itôs not always as easy as you think. 
What is bothering you at work? Are you suffering from burnout (or getting there)? Are 
you struggling with your mental health (or not sure)? Maybe you want to talk about 
your challenges. Maybe you prefer to just listen until you are comfortable enough to 
talk. Either way works. We just ask that if anyone in our group shares anything per-

sonal or private, it stays in the group. 
 

Please consider joining us at the next ASPE Chicago meeting at Noon Whistle in 
Lombard. Plan on coming out a little bit early - weôll meet at 5pm in the Barrel 

Room before cocktail hour begins. Look for Jason McDonald or Scott Jagodzinski. If 
you are on the fence and not sure you are ready for this, know that it is not unlike ex-

erciseé 90% of the effort is simply getting started. 
 

Now for the links to those Pipeline articles: 
Part 1 -  https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/april-2024-membership-matters-time-

management-tips-for-those-who-are-too-busy/ 
      Part 2 - https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/june-2023-membership-matters-im-just-too

-busy-part-2-task-prioritization/ 
      Part 3 - https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/july-2023-membership-matters-im-just-too-

busy-part-3-what-to-do-when-everything-seems-priority-1/ 
 

Hope to see you November 16 at Noon Whistle! 
 

Jason McDonald 
ASPE Chicago Past President 

jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com; 847.316.9258 

https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/
https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/april-2024-membership-matters-time-management-tips-for-those-who-are-too-busy/
https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/april-2024-membership-matters-time-management-tips-for-those-who-are-too-busy/
https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/june-2023-membership-matters-im-just-too-busy-part-2-task-prioritization/
https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/june-2023-membership-matters-im-just-too-busy-part-2-task-prioritization/
https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/july-2023-membership-matters-im-just-too-busy-part-3-what-to-do-when-everything-seems-priority-1/
https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/july-2023-membership-matters-im-just-too-busy-part-3-what-to-do-when-everything-seems-priority-1/
mailto:jmcdonald@grummanbutkus.com
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 PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 
Greetings ASPE Chicago! Oh, the silent majesty of a fallôs morn, the 
clean crisp air, colorful falling leaves, fall sports, and that bad bad man 
Jack Frost deciding to bring cold air and dump snow on our Halloween 
fun! Ugh! Hopefully everyone was able to make the best of the 
conditions, letôs just hope the snow stays away for at least another month 
or so.   
 

Thank you to everyone that turned out for our October meeting at Westwood Tavern, we 
had less than 50 people in attendance due to a substantial number of no-shows.  
PLEASE remember to let us know ASAP if you will not be able to attend after you RSVP. 
The Chapter bears the cost for the no-shows when we are not notified.  
 
A big shout out to TOTO for sponsoring the cocktail hour and participating in the 
Manufacturer Spotlight, which was presented by Rich Lussier. I would also like to thank 
Gordon Tai of TOTO for his intriguing technical presentation on Smart Restrooms for 
Smart Cities.   
 
This month we head back to what has become a very popular spot, Noon Whistle 
Brewing Co in Lombard, IL.  This monthôs technical presentation will be Commercial Heat 
Pump Systems Overview by John Brody of Laars Heating Systems. Heat pump water 
heaters continue to be a popular topic due to the increasing demand and always 
changing energy program requirements. Please see Justin Wroblewskiôs article for more 
details! 
 
Chicago Chapter Annual Toys for Tots Collection starts THIS MONTH: 
 
We are continuing our traditional collection of new unwrapped 
toys for the holiday season. The Marines are scheduled to attend 
Booster Night in December to collect the toy this year, but as we 
found out last year, sometimes real life gets in the way, and they 
are unable to attend in order to deal with more important issues. 
We always start this collection at our November meeting, so 
please bring a new toy with you to kick off the season of giving. 
 
Booster Night / Holiday Party: 
 
EXCITING NEWS for 2023!  Thanks to the outstanding support the Chicago Chapter has 
received over the last few years, we are making Booster Night FREE for any MEMBER 
that RSVPôs no later than December 1

st
, for our party on December 14

th
 at Noon Whistle 

Brewing Co in Lombard, IL! After December 1
st
, there will be an entry fee.   

 
Just like last year, there will be plenty of great prizes, casino games, pinball, giant 
Connect 4, Golden Tee, etc!  
 
Affiliates, we still need your sponsorship support, so please be on the lookout for eblasts 
from our VP Affiliate, Darren Rich, aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com  
 
Chicago Chapter Membership Drive: 
 
Are you ready to help the Chicago Chapter get 
over 300 Members and stay ahead of Boston and 
Dallas/ Fort Worth? We now have incentives for 
both Affiliates and Engineers! 
 
Affiliates: 
 
Last month, we introduced a FREE newsletter advertising incentive for Affiliates in 
exchange for helping increase our membership numbers. If you get just one (1) new 
member registration, you will get one (1) FREE Full-Page ad in our newsletter ($200 
value). If you sign up more, you will get more months of FREE advertising.  
 
 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT 
Chris Rohan, CPD 
The Engineering Studio, Inc. 
847.795.8810 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT TECHNICAL 
Justin Wroblewski 
AMS Mechanical 
630.969.7000 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT LEGISLATIVE 
Chris Winnie 
SmithGroup 
847.400.6017 
aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Phil Traynor 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.vpm@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT AFFILIATE 
Darren Rich 
Friedman & Dorrans Sales, Inc. 
224.833.6023 
aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Lindsey Lehman 
ME Engineers 
847.668.3900 
aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
Chris Swade 
Lyall Thresher 
847.857.1554 
aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com  
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Erik Fridlund 
Kohler 
847.363.5980 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
PRODUCT SHOW CHAIRMAN 
Scott Jagodzinski 
Virtual Energy Solutions 
815.513.4809 
aspe.chicago.pschairman@gmail.com 
 
ASPE CHICAGO JOBS PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 
aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com 
 
HISTORIAN 
Joe Ficek 
Grumman/Butkus 
847.316.9222 
jficek@grummanbutkus.com 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR,  
WEBMASTER  
Jeff Gallagher, P.E. 
Viega, LLC 
224.407.1813 
aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com 
 
AYP LIAISON 
Robert Thomm 
Evergreen Sales 
608.339.1185 
aspe.chicago.ayp@gmail.com 
 
WOA LIAISON 
Judith Torres 
Epstein Architecture, Engineering & 
Construction 
jtorres@epsteinglobal.com 
 
AMBASSADOR 
Phil Traynor 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR 
Eric Cottrell 
Mid-Continent Marketing 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
WEBSITE 
http://chicago.aspe.org/ 

Continued on Page 8 

mailto:aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPM@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.PSchairman@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com
mailto:jficek@grummanbutkus.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.AYP@gmail.com
mailto:jtorres@epsteinglobal.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com
http://chicago.aspe.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
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https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/
mailto:info@inlandsalesgroup.com
https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/inland/
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE, CONTINUED... 
 
To keep track of new member registrations, Affiliates will need to self-report to our VP Affiliate, Darren Rich, 
aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com. For more information, please see Darrenôs article!   
 
Engineers: 
 
This month, we are introducing an incentive for Engineers! For each new member registration, Engineers will receive a 
FREE Dinner, Twenty (20) 50/50 Enhanced Raffle Tickets, and the Engineer with the most new member registrations 
will receive a FREE ASPE Membership for 1-year. Engineers will need to self-report  new member registrations by 
emailing me at aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com. 
 
TDH (Total Dynamic Head) 
 
Are you feeling overwhelmed, stressed at work, burned out? Do you want to talk about it?  Come check out a new in-
formal support group we are trying out to help members cope with their problems. Join Jason McDonald and Scott 
Jagodzinski and hopefully others at 5pm in the Barrel Room at Noon Whistle before the next meeting. 
 
ASPE MedGas Workshop: 
 
If you missed the in-person ASPE MedGas Workshop held this November in the 
Dallas/Ft. Worth area, donôt worry!  NEW this year, the MedGas Workshop is also 
available online, which is taught by Chicago Chapter Member, Mathis Carlson! 
This class fulfills the training requirements for the new ASSE 6060: Medical Gas 
Systems Designer professional certification. This certification has been voted to be 
included as a requirement for medical gas systems designers in future editions of 
NFPA 99. CLICK HERE for more information. 
 
Alfred Steele, PE Scholarship: 
 
Each year, Society awards up to $5,000 in scholarship monies to qualified applicants. The applicants are limited to 
ASPE members and their immediate family members. The scholarships are for members who plan to attend a college, 
university, or technical school on a full-time basis and enrolled in an engineering program. Applications must be re-
ceived by January 31, 2024. There are very few applicants each year (16 last year, 3 awarded), so take advantage of 
this great ASPE Member benefit! CLICK HERE for more information. 
 
ASPE Chicago gets Social! 
 
Did you know that ASPE Chicago is also available via social media? Be sure to tag ASPE Chicago in your posts to 
help generate more views using the following social media accounts: 

 
 
 
 

While you are connecting to ASPE Chicago, please also follow ASPE National here: 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-society-of-plumbing-engineers/ 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanSocietyofPlumbingEngineers/ 
https://www.instagram.com/aspe_org/ 
https://twitter.com/ASPEorg 
 
 
 
Thanks! 
 

 
 Chris Rohan, CPD 

Chicago Chapter President 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 

mailto:aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
https://www.aspe.org/medgas-workshop/
https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/applications-are-being-accepted-for-the-2024-aspe-alfred-steele-scholarship/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-society-of-plumbing-engineers/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanSocietyofPlumbingEngineers/
https://www.instagram.com/aspe_org/
https://twitter.com/ASPEorg
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
https://chicago.aspe.org/
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
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https://www.hsarep.com/
https://www.hsarep.com/


 

13 

 
 

 

https://www.mcmsl.com/
https://www.intellihot.com/
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VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL: TECHNICALLY SPEAKING 
 
Greetings ASPE Chicago Chapter Members, 
 
I hope you had a great Halloween and enjoyed the few snow showers that we donôt deserve this early 
in the season, but winter seems to be here to stay! It is hard to believe that the busy holiday season is 
already upon us, but along with that comes exciting new things to look forward to.  Back by popular 
demand we will be back at Noon Whistle for Booster Night! We will be hosting our Toys-4-Tots collec-
tion so please bring a toy for a child in need.  The donations are greatly appreciated. We are hoping to 

replicate the attendance trends we have been seeing at our general meetings.  
 
Thank you to LAARS for sponsoring our Cocktail Hour and participating in our Manufacturer Spotlight at our meeting 
this month!  
 
In November we are switching up the menu and will be testing out Noon Whistle kitchen.  Please let us know how you 
like the food.  
 
Cocktail Hour Sponsor:  Herkowski, Stickler & Associates 

Manufacturer Spotlight:  LAARS Commercial solutions 

Title of main presentation: Commercial Heat Pump Water Heating Systems Overview  

Speaker Bio: John Brody is the Sr. Director of Sales for LAARS Heating Systems. In his role, John is 
responsible for driving the Sales, Service, and Distribution of LAARS products and solutions.   
 
Before joining LAARS Heating Systems, in 2017, John spent 21 years representing AERCO Interna-
tional, a high efficiency commercial boiler and domestic water heating company, based out of New 
York, where the was the Director of Sales.   
 
John currently lives in the Chicago suburbs with his wife of 30 years and two sons. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Business Administration and an MBA program at Lewis University in Romeoville, Illinois. John is also an active 
member of many HVAC and plumbing industry associations including AHRI, AIM/R, ASA, ASPE, and MCAA. 
 

2023-2024 Chapter Meetings and Beyond: 
 
After a pretty good year of success using the QR Code for meeting evaluations, this year we intend to eliminate the 
use of paper evaluation forms. In addition to the QR code, we will send out an e-blast each Friday to all meeting at-
tendees that will include a link to an evaluation survey. Just like last year, you will be able to scan the QR codes that 
will be located at each table. If you require a paper evaluation form, they will be available at the sign-in table. You can 
scan the adjacent code by either using your smartphone camera, which will automatically detect the code (depending 
on the age of your phone), or by using a QR Code scanner app on your phone. The QR Code will take you to a 
Google Form to fill out an evaluation. Your meeting evaluations are very important in helping us plan for future meet-
ings and presentations. Please take a minute or two to provide your feedback.  
 
Future Special Event Opportunity If you are an Affiliate that has access to mobile product demonstration trailers, 
please reach out to me at ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com. We are looking at the possibility of hosting a special 
outdoor event in the future and I would like to get an idea of what is available and the interest level. If you have an idea 
for a technical presentation you want to see, or you have a great technical session you want to present, please reach 
out to me and we can look to get you or your topic on the list for the Expo or for the meeting season next year. We are 
also looking to lock in Manufacturer Spotlights and Cocktail Hour sponsors as well if you have an interest.  

 

Stay safe! 

Justin Wroblewski, CPD 
Chicago Chapter Vice President, Technical 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 

mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com


 

15 

 
 

 

https://www.bemismfg.com/
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https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/
mailto:info@inlandsalesgroup.com
https://www.mcwane.com/
https://abifoundry.com/
https://www.anaco-husky.com/
https://www.tylerpipe.com/
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VICE PRESIDENT, LEGISLATIVE 
 
Greetings Chicago Chapter Members!  
 
Did anyone have ñSnowfall in Octoberò on their 2023 bingo card? I surely did not!  
 
Hot off the Press!!!! Wisconsin Administrative Code Changes, the first in 14 years: 
 
The entire list of Plumbing code changes can be found here: Business Information (wi.gov) 
 

Some of these changes may look familiar for those that have worked in states following the International Codes. Itôd be 
so great if there was only one code for the country to follow, but maybe thatôd make our careers too easy? 
 
City of Chicago Updates:  
To stay up to date on the happenings of the City Council and Committees, you can find the regularly updated calendar 
here Office of the City Clerk - Meetings (legistar.com)  
 
International Code Council ï 2027 Codes: 
The process of updating the International Building Codes for the 2027 edition has two deadlines. November 1

st
 to get 

the support and backing from national ASPE who have filed code changes before and know how to make the wording 
be code-like. The final deadline is January 8

th
, but then youôd be on your own without any oversight from ASPE ï 

which means your code change would have less of a chance of making its way through. Thank you to Julius Ballanco 
for sharing the process he uses to submit code changes during the January 2023 meeting! Here is a link to the proce-
dures and timelines: https://www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024_2026_Code-Development-
Schedule_3_17_23.pdf 
 
If youôd like to submit changes with a review first with ASPEôs assistance, all proposals WERE required by November 
1
st
. Here is a passage from Brianne Hall, VP Legislative Society: 

 
Donôt forget about the upcoming code cycles! ASPEôs Legislative Committee is accepting changes for the 2027 IPC 
and UPC code cycles. A Code Change Submittal form is available to complete your submissions. All proposals must 
be submitted November 1, 2023 to allow time for review by the Legislative Committee and Board of Directors prior to 
code body submission deadlines 
 
What Does an ASPE Code Change Submittal Look Like? 
 
I submitted a code change suggestion for ASPEôs review. On the next page are the 4-pages of my proposed chang-
es. I did not include the excel links for this monthly newsletter, but if youôd be interested in seeing the raw data of what 
Rational and Manning look like, Iôd be more than happy to share. I think anyone sizing storm systems should have the 
knowledge of understanding where the numbers in the tables from Chapter 11 came from. To trust the sizing tables in 
Chapter 11 blindly is borderline negligence. Building integrity could be compromised if water does not drain from the 
roof fast enough. If youôre curious or want to discuss openly, please find me at the next ASPE meeting and Iôd love to 
hear your side. Iôm familiar enough with Manning coefficients for PVC and cast iron to discuss it over a beer.  
 

State of Illinois Updates: 
There has been no action related to the State of Illinois Plumbing Code. Additionally, there are no scheduled Illinois 
Plumbing Code Advisory Council Meetings. If that changes, I will let you know. To keep up on scheduled IDPH Events, 
the regularly updated calendar can be found here: http://www.dph.illinois.gov/event 
 
Please reach out to me if you have any code questions, code updates, ideas for topics of discussion, or you are look-
ing for any interpretations and I will try and include pertinent information in future newsletters.  
 
Please email me at aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com with any options you want to learn more about and Iôll figure out how 
to get the content out. Feel free to expand upon the suggestions and/or create your own suggestion! 
Thanks! 

 
 

 
 
 

Chris Winnie 
Chicago Chapter Vice President, Legislative 
ASPE.Chicago.VPL@gmail.com 

https://dsps.wi.gov/Documents/SignificantPlumbingCodeUpdatesPlainLanguage.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://chicago.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024_2026_Code-Development-Schedule_3_17_23.pdf
https://www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024_2026_Code-Development-Schedule_3_17_23.pdf
https://www.aspe.org/wp-content/uploads/ASPE-General-Code-Change-Submittal-Form_2021.docx
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/event
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPL@gmail.com
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