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Chicago Regional Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
Vol. 55, No. 2                                                        October 2023 

Chicago Chapter General Meeting  
Thursday, October 19, 2023 

Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Road 
Schaumburg, IL 60713 

AGENDA 
 

5:30-6:30 pm  Cocktail Hour Sponsored by: 
 
                           
 
6:30 pm  Dinner ($45 for ASPE Members $70 Non-Members).   

 RSVPs must be received by 6:00 PM on Monday,  
  October 16th (RSVPs received after this time will be 

 charged  a $5 late fee).  
 
7:15 pm  Manufacturer Spotlight: TOTO Eco Products by Gordon 

 Tai with TOTO 
 
 
7:30-8:30 pm Main Presentation: Smart Restrooms for Smart Cities by 
  Gordon Tai with TOTO (0.1 CEUs Available!) 

 
 
 

Please RSVP on the Chicago.aspe.org website in lieu of calling or  
emailing, thank you for your cooperation! 

MENU: 
 
Starters: 

¶ Pepperoni Flatbread 

¶ Margherita Flatbread 

¶ Homemade Bruschetta 
  
Dinner: 

¶ Chicken Piccata w/ Red Skin 
Mashed Potatoes and Oven Roast-
ed Vegetables 

  
Dessert: 

¶ Vanilla Ice-Cream Sundae 
 
Drinks: 

¶ Water, Soda, Tea 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://goo.gl/maps/LrJbHgCK2FA2
https://goo.gl/maps/Xq2yAq5nXmKee73v8
https://goo.gl/maps/Xq2yAq5nXmKee73v8
https://goo.gl/maps/Xq2yAq5nXmKee73v8
https://chicago.aspe.org/
https://www.totousa.com/


 

2 

 
 
 
 
  

2023-2024 ASPE Chicago Meeting Schedule 
Date Technical Presentation & Manufacturer Spotlight CEU Location 

Thursday, September 
21, 2023 

Presentation: 13 Pitfalls of Heat Pump Water Heaters 
Speaker: Robert Svidron 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Intellihot Tankless Water Heaters 

Speaker: Robert Svidron 

0.1 
Church Street Brewing 
1480 Industrial Dr, Unit C,  

Itasca, IL 60143 

September 28 - October 
1, 2023 

ASPE Technical Symposium 
 

CLICK TO REGISTER: https://www.aspe.org/2023-tech-symposium/ 
 Bellevue, WA 

Thursday, October 19, 
2023 

Presentation: Smart Restrooms for Smart Cities 
Speaker: Gordon Tai - TOTO 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TOTO Eco Products 
Speaker: Gordon Tai - TOTO 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

Thursday, November 16, 
2023 

Presentation: Commerical Heat Pump Water Heaters 
Speaker: John Brody 

 
Mfr Spotlight: HSA 
Speaker: TBD 

0.1 
Noon Whistle Brewing Co 
800 E Roosevelt Road 
Lombard, IL 60148  

Thursday, December 07, 
2023 

Presentation: TBD 
Speaker: TBD 

0.1 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, December 14, 
2023 

Booster Night Holiday Party & Casino Night 
 

N/A  

Thursday, January 18, 
2024 

Presentation: CPVC Piping Systems for Plumbing Applications 
Speaker: GEORGE FISHER PIPING 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TBD 
Speaker: TBD 

0.1 
Venuti's 

2251 W. Lake Street 
Addison,IL 60101 

Thursday, February 01, 
2024 

Presentation: TBD 
Speaker: TBD 

0.1 
Virtual Meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 

Thursday, February 15, 
2024 

Presentation: Guide to Siphonic Drainage 
Speaker: Brennan Doherty 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TBD  
Speaker: TBD 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

Friday, March 15, 2024 
ASPE Chicago Product Show and Technical Seminars Co-located with 

ILPHCC  
Drury Lane Conference Center, Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois 

0.4 

 
Drury Lane Conference 
Center, 100 Drury Lane, 
Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois, 

60181  
  

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

Presentation: New Innovation in Med Gas Piping 
Speaker: Mathis Carlson 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TBD 

Speaker: Mathis Carlson 

0.1 
Noon Whistle Brewing Co 
800 E Roosevelt Road 
Lombard, IL 60148  

Thursday, May 16, 2024 

Presentation: Plumbing Installation Demonstrations 
Speaker: Frank Borkowski 

 
No Manufacturer Spotlight - Extended Demonstration Time 

0.125 

Plumbers Local 130  
Training Center 

1400 W Washington Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60607 

Friday, June 14, 2024 Stephen Triphahn Memorial ASPE Chicago Golf Outing N/A 
Makray Memorial Golf Club 
1010 S. Northwest Hwy. 
Barrington, IL 60010 

If you would like to present any of these topics or become a meeting  
sponsor, please contact Justin Wroblewski at aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com. 

https://www.aspe.org/2023-tech-symposium/
https://chicago.aspe.org/121522-virtual-meeting-rsvp.html
https://chicago.aspe.org/02022023-virtual-meeting-rsvp.html
mailto:aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com
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 Thank you for your support! 

https://www.totousa.com/
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TDH (TOTAL DYNAMIC HEAD) 

Feeling overwhelmed? Are you overworked? Are you burned out? Is 

something else bothering you? If the answer to any of those questions is 

óyesô, please join us for a very informal gathering before the next ASPE 

Chicago meeting. We can share our stories. We might find out that there 

are others who are struggling with the same or similar challenges. If you 

want, some of us who have sought out help for our situations can share 

some of our own stories. It seems like we all have a lot on our plates 

these days with nowhere to turn. We hope this group will give you a place 

to express what you are going through, to see that you are likely NOT 

alone, and that there may be more of us feeling like the road is always up-

hill than you think. 

Come join us for a head check. We'll meet downstairs at Westwood 

around 5pm, before cocktail hour begins. Look for Jason McDonald or 

Scott Jagodzinski. If this proves to be a welcome addition and you feel 

this group is worthwhile, we can start doing this before every monthly 

ASPE Chicago meeting. Most importantly, this will be a judgement-free 

zone! 

 

Jason McDonald 

ASPE Chicago Past President 

jmcdonald@grummanbutkus 

mailto:jmcdonald@grummanbutkus
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PHOTOS FROM THE 2023 ASPE TECHSYMPOSIUM!! 

(More Photos here!) 

https://chicago.aspe.org/photo-album.html
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 PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 
Greetings ASPE Chicago! Is it hockey season yet? After this brutal start 
to the season for the Bears and after attending a Seattle Kraken vs 
Vancouver Canucks game, Iôm ready for hockey, just keep the fall 
weather around please!  
 
What a crazy few weeks itôs been between our first Chapter meeting at 
Church Street Brewing Co last month and the ASPE Tech Symposium in 

Bellevue, WA a week later.  Now we look forward to our October Meeting at a fan 
favorite, Westwood Tavern in Schaumburg!  I am looking forward to the presentation on 
Smart Restrooms for Smart Cities by Chicago Chapter member Gordon Tai with Toto. Be 
sure to RSVP for the meeting! Please check out the VP Technical article for more 
information. 
 
Thank you to everyone that turned out for our September meeting, we had just over 60 
people in attendance.  A big shout out to Mid-Continent Marketing for sponsoring the 
cocktail hour. I would also like to thank Robbie Svidron of Itellihot for participating in the 
Manufacturer Spotlight and his technical presentation on the 13 Pitfalls of Heat Pump 
Water Heaters.   
     
2023 ASPE Technical Symposium ï Bellevue, WA 
 
Chicago always shows up for the national events, and that was no different this year, as 
the Chapter was represented by at least 16 members! Despite Seattleôs notorious 
weather, it was nearly perfect for the duration of the Symposium, allowing attendees to 
enjoy the outdoors a bit before, between and after educational sessions, committee 
meetings, the AYP Leadership Academy and the Friday evening welcome party. There 
were 36 different technical sessions to choose from with an opportunity to earn up to 12 
hours of continuing education credits. Legionella and Heat Pump Water Heating were 
popular topics, but other topics included code updates, med gas systems, fire pump 
protection systems, emerging technologies, and some plumbing basics.  

 
At the Awards Luncheon on Saturday, the Chicago Chapter was once again honored 
with the Award of Merit. A lot of effort is required to achieve this honor and would not be 
possible without the great support of our members and efforts of each board member. 
The Chapter also received honors for our contributions to the ASPE Education Fund in 
addition to the Education & Research Foundation. Thank you to all who contributed! 
Lastly, a Coin of Appreciation was given to several Chicago Chapter members for their 
contributions to ASPE. Honored members included Josh Pedraja, Scott Jagodzinski, 
Frank Sanchez, Justin Wroblewski, and James Dipping. Congrats to all, well deserved!  
 
Saturday evening, we held our Chapter Dinner at a local restaurant in celebration and 
appreciation of all our attendees and our Chapterôs accomplishments. Great food and 
conversation were had by all and could not have asked for a better cap to the event. 
Since valued Chicago Chapter member and Society VP Membership Jason McDonald 
was unable to make it to Bellevue, we made sure to make sure he was still part of the 
festivities and had fun with a stick figure version of Jason. Be sure to check out some of 
pictures from the Symposium.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT 
Chris Rohan, CPD 
The Engineering Studio, Inc. 
847.795.8810 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT TECHNICAL 
Justin Wroblewski 
AMS Mechanical 
630.969.7000 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT LEGISLATIVE 
Chris Winnie 
SmithGroup 
847.400.6017 
aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Phil Traynor 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.vpm@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT AFFILIATE 
Darren Rich 
Friedman & Dorrans Sales, Inc. 
224.833.6023 
aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Lindsey Lehman 
ME Engineers 
847.668.3900 
aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
Chris Swade 
Lyall Thresher 
847.857.1554 
aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com  
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Erik Fridlund 
Kohler 
847.363.5980 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
PRODUCT SHOW CHAIRMAN 
Scott Jagodzinski 
Virtual Energy Solutions 
815.513.4809 
aspe.chicago.pschairman@gmail.com 
 
ASPE CHICAGO JOBS PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 
aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com 
 
HISTORIAN 
Joe Ficek 
Grumman/Butkus 
847.316.9222 
jficek@grummanbutkus.com 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR,  
WEBMASTER  
Jeff Gallagher, P.E. 
Viega, LLC 
224.407.1813 
aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com 
 
AYP LIAISON 
Robert Thomm 
Evergreen Sales 
608.339.1185 
aspe.chicago.ayp@gmail.com 
 
WOA LIAISON 
Judith Torres 
Epstein Architecture, Engineering & 
Construction 
jtorres@epsteinglobal.com 
 
AMBASSADOR 
Phil Traynor 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR 
Eric Cottrell 
Mid-Continent Marketing 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
WEBSITE 
http://chicago.aspe.org/ 

Continued on Page 8 

mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
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mailto:aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com
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mailto:aspe.chicago.PSchairman@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com
mailto:jficek@grummanbutkus.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.AYP@gmail.com
mailto:jtorres@epsteinglobal.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com
http://chicago.aspe.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
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https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/
mailto:info@inlandsalesgroup.com
https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/inland/
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE, CONTINUED... 
 
ASPE MedGas Workshop in November: 
 
The next in-person ASPE MedGas Workshop will occur November 9-12 in the Dallas/Ft. Worth area. This class fulfills 
the training requirements for the new ASSE 6060: Medical Gas Systems Designer professional certification. This certi-
fication has been voted to be included as a requirement for medical gas systems designers in future editions of NFPA 
99. CLICK HERE for more information. 
 
NEW this year, the MedGas Workshop is also available online, which is taught by Chicago Chapter Member, Mathis 
Carlson. More information can be found using the previously provided link.  
 
Alfred Steele, PE Scholarship: 
 
Each year, Society awards up to $5,000 in scholarship monies to qualified applicants. The applicants are limited to 
ASPE members and their immediate family members. The scholarships are for applicants who plan to attend a col-
lege, university, or technical school on a full-time basis and enrolled in an engineering program. Applications must be 
received by January 31, 2024. There are very few applicants each year (16 last year, 3 awarded), so take advantage 
of this great ASPE Member benefit! CLICK HERE for more information. 
 
Chicago Chapter Membership Drive: 
 
ASPE Society is growing and surpassing historical numbers.  With that means other Chapters and regions are grow-
ing. The Chicago Chapter is a distant second to the New York City Chapter, but with Boston and Dallas/Ft. Worth clos-
ing in.  We need your help to at least maintain our second-place position and just maybe catch New York one of these 
days. The board will be introducing an incentives program to help bring attention to the value and benefits of ASPE to 
current non-members and employers. For more information, please see our VP Affiliate, Darren Richôs article.   
 
ASPE Chicago gets Social! 
 
Did you know that ASPE Chicago is also available via social media? Be sure to tag ASPE Chicago in your posts to 
help generate more views using the following social media accounts: 

 
 
 
 

While you are connecting to ASPE Chicago, please also follow ASPE National here: 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-society-of-plumbing-engineers/ 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanSocietyofPlumbingEngineers/ 
https://www.instagram.com/aspe_org/ 
https://twitter.com/ASPEorg 
 
 
 
Thanks! 
 
 

 Chris Rohan, CPD 
Chicago Chapter President 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 

https://www.aspe.org/medgas-workshop/
https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/applications-are-being-accepted-for-the-2024-aspe-alfred-steele-scholarship/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-society-of-plumbing-engineers/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanSocietyofPlumbingEngineers/
https://www.instagram.com/aspe_org/
https://twitter.com/ASPEorg
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2393408/
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
https://instagram.com/aspe_chicago?r=nametag
https://chicago.aspe.org/
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
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https://www.woodfordmfg.com/
https://www.isimet.com/
mailto:aspe.chicago.ayp@gmail.com
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https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/
mailto:info@inlandsalesgroup.com
https://www.inlandsalesgroup.com/inland/
https://www.evergreensls.com/
https://www.spearsmfg.com/
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