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Chicago Regional Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
Vol. 53, No. 4                                                        December 2021 

AGENDA 
 

5:30pm - 9:00 pm: 
Open Bar: Call Liquor, Beer & Wine 
 
Hats off to all the outstanding Affiliates, Chicago ASPE, and our mem-
bers!  
 
Program: No technical program tonight, just a great night of socializing with 
good friends, and a chance to try out your skills on a select number of 
games! 
 
                    
6:30pm Dinner, ($45 for ASPE Members $50 Non-Members). RSVPs 

must be received by 6:00 PM on Monday, December 6th 
(RSVPs received after this time will be charged  a $5 late fee).  

 
 
 
 

Please RSVP on the Chicago.aspe.org website in lieu of calling or  
emailing, thank you for your cooperation! 

MENU 
 

Appetizers: 

¶ Sausage Skewers 

¶ Meatballs 

¶ Focaccia Bread 

¶ Shrimp Cocktail 
  

First Course: 

¶ Salad w/ Ranch, French, and 
House Dressings 

 
Entr®es: 

¶ Pepper Steak 

¶ Baked Chicken 

¶ Bowtie Pasta w/ Marinara 

¶ Mashed Potatoes 

¶ Grilled Vegetables 

 
Drinks: 

¶ Coffee, tea, soda & open bar 

Chicago Chapter General Meeting  
Thursday, December 9, 2021 

La Villa Restaurant 
3638 N. Pulaski Road 
Chicago, IL 60641 

https://chicago.aspe.org/
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2021-2022 ASPE Chicago Meeting Schedule 
Date Technical Presentation & Manufacturer Spotlight CEU Location 

Friday, September 10, 
2021 

Stephen Triphahn Memorial ASPE Chicago Golf Outing N/A 
Hilldale Golf Club 
1625 Ardwick Drive 
Hoffman Estates 

Thursday, September 
16, 2021  

Presentation Topic: Hot Water Heat Pumps: An Emerging Tech-
nology for Today's Energy Trends  

Speaker: Chris Wisinski  
 

Mfr Spotlight: Bornquist - New Technologies  
Speaker: Chris Wisinski  

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL  

September 22-26, 2021  
ASPE Technical Symposium 

San Diego, CA  
 San Diego, CA 

Thursday, October 21, 
2021  

Presentation Topic: Flue Gas Vent Materials & Standards  
Speaker: Bill Summers  

 
Mfr Spotlight: Centrotherm 

Speaker: Josh Stelter of Lyall, Thresher & Assoc  

0.1 
Venuti's 

2251 W. Lake Street 
Addison,IL  

Thursday, November 18, 
2021  

Presentation: Chicago Plumbing Code Amendments 
Speaker: Grant Ullrich - Chicago Managing Deputy Commissioner  

 
Mfr Spotlight: Herkowski Stickler & Associates  

Speaker: Phil Traynor  

0.1 
The Berghoff  

17 W. Adams Street 
Chicago,IL  

Thursday, December 09, 
2021  

Booster Night Holiday Party & Casino Night  N/A 
La Villa Restaurant 
3638 N Pulaski Rd 
Chicago, IL  

Thursday, January 20, 
2022  

Presentation: Hot Water Distribution Temperatures, Legionella 
Control & the Need for Enhanced Scald Prevention Tactics 

Speaker: James Dipping - ESD  
 

Mfr Spotlight: NIBCO 
Speaker: Aaron Kilburg 

0.1 

Noon Whistle Brewing Co 
(NEW VENUE!) 

800 E Roosevelt Road 
Lombard, IL 60148  

Thursday, February 17, 
2022  

Presentation: Everything Engineers Should Know about Hot Wa-
ter Return Design (Part 1: Theory) 
Speaker: Christoph Lohr - IAPMO  

 
Mfr Spotlight: TBD 
Speaker: TBD  

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL  

Thursday, March 18, 
2022  

ASPE Chicago Product Show and Technical Seminars Co-located 
with ILPHCC  

Drury Lane Conference Center, Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois  
0.4 

Drury Lane Conference 
Center, Oakbrook Terrace, 

Illinois  

Thursday, April 21, 2022  

Presentation: Performance Roof Drain Design 
Speaker: Craig Froeter  

 
Mfr Spotlight: TBD 
Speaker: TBD  

0.1 

Church Street Brewing Co 
(NEW VENUE!) 

1480 Industrial Drive, Unit 
C Itasca, IL 60143  

Thursday, May 19, 2022  

Presentation Topic: Plumbing Installation How Toôs 
Speaker: Jim Majerowicz 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TBD 
Speaker: TBD  

0.1 

Plumbers Local 130 Train-
ing Center 1400 W Wash-
ington Blvd Chicago, IL 

60607  

Friday, June 17, 2022  Stephen Triphahn Memorial ASPE Chicago Golf Outing N/A 
Hilldale Golf Club 
1625 Ardwick Drive 
Hoffman Estates 

If you would like to present any of these topics or become a meeting  
sponsor, please contact Chris Rohan at aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com. 

mailto:aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com
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 PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 

Greetings ASPE Chicago Chapter Members: I want to thank everyone 
who made it out to our November Meeting at The Berghoff in Chicago. 
We nearly packed the room. We had close to 60 people show up, 
including some members of the Plumberôs Local130.  
 
A huge thank you to Grant Ullrich the Managing Deputy Commissioner 
for the City of Chicago, for his presentation on the updates to the 

Chicago Plumbing Code, Phil Traynor from HSA for the Manufacturer Spotlight, 
introducing us to the new HSA team after the merger with Deery-Pardue & an extra 
thanks to HSA and Viega who sponsored the Cocktail Hour (and didnôt close out the tab, 
so everyone drank for free the whole night).  
 
Our next chapter meeting is our largest attended monthly meeting, our annual Booster 
Night at La Villa. We will be doing another casino night. Bring your luck to the games, 
whether you prefer craps, blackjack, roulette, or the money wheel there are opportunities 
for everyone to play and win. And we will be providing $2,000 worth of prizes so come 
out and place your bets. Collect the tickets you win and put them in the prize bowl you 
want the most. Check out the food menu on the front page of this newsletter. Please 
RSVP early so we can be sure we account for everyone.  
 
The Season for Giving Back: 
Now that the weather is getting colder, we are quickly closing 
in on our holiday party. With that in mind our chapter annually 
has been very generous with the Toy-4-Tots collection. Please 
keep in mind that with the current shipping delays that toys will 
be especially hard to come by this year, so please shop early. 
With all the Covid shutdowns a much larger number of families are in desperate need, 
please consider increasing your donations this season. Bring an unwrapped toy or a 
multitude of toys to Booster Night Holiday Party on Dec 9 where we will have 
representatives from the Marine Corps present to accept our donations.  
 
An Introduction to our Leaders for the ASPE Chicago Product Show  
Brian Yelton and Eric Cottrell from Inland Sales have graciously volunteered to lead the 
planning for our joint Product Show with PHCC. Brian is also on the committee for PHCC 
so his input will aide both teams. We are planning on joining PHCC in March for a joint 
EXPO show. If you are a manufacture who is not associated with the PHCC show, 
please reach out to us and we can work out what needs to be set up. We will be reaching 
out to manufactures and representatives in the near future looking for their support to the 
ASPE Chicago Chapter. Please stay tuned for more information.  
Brian Yelton - brian.yelton@inlandsalesgroup.com 
Eric Cottrell - eric.cottrell@inlandsalesgroup.com 
Scott Jagodzinski - ASPE.Chicago.President@gmail.com 
 
An extra incentive to attend meetings (Note: Booster Night will not have a drawing 
ï 2 winners in Jan) 
We have a very large group of members in the Chicago chapter. 2

nd
 only to NYC. But we 

do not have enough physical representation at our meetings. We would love to see more 
engineers come and check it out. Not only do you get the opportunity to network with 
your fellow engineers and meet your local representation, but there is also always a great 
speaker looking to provide you with some information on a timely subject matter. For 
anyone who needs CEUs we have those too. Plus the food is quite delicious. Now we 
are adding even more to the mix. Every engineer who RSVPs on time and attends the 
meeting (i.e. Monday before the meeting), will be entered in for a door prize of your 
choosing. Winner will be announced that night and highlighted in the following newsletter. 
Considering we have 15-20 engineers at a typical meeting you have pretty good odds to 
win. 
 
Sponsored generously by Mid-Continent Marketing & Inland Sales. (See the enclosed 
Flyer in this newsletter for prizes)  
  

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT 
Scott Jagodzinski, CPD, GPD 
Virtual Energy Solutions 
847.513.4809 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT TECHNICAL 
Chris Rohan, CPD 
The Engineering Studio, Inc. 
847.795.8810 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT LEGISLATIVE 
Chris Winnie 
SmithGroup 
847.400.6017 
aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Justin Wroblewski 
AMS Mechanical 
630.969.7000 
aspe.chicago.vpm@gmail.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT AFFILIATE 
Darren Rich 
Thermal Applications Group 
847.421.0053 
aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Jason Romano 
Mid-Continent Marketing 
630.973.0056 
aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
Phil Traynor 
Herkowski Stickler & Assoc. (HSA) 
630.294.3485 
aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com  
 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY/ 
SOCIAL MEDIA TECHNICAL  
DIRECTOR 
Eric Cottrell 
Inland Sales Group 
630.407.7042 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
PRODUCT SHOW CHAIRMAN 
TBD 
aspe.chicago.pschairman@gmail.com 
 
ASPE CHICAGO JOBS PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 
aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com 
 
HISTORIAN 
Joe Ficek 
Grumman Butkus 
847.316.9222 
jficek@grummanbutkus.com 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR,  
WEBMASTER  
Jeff Gallagher, P.E. 
Viega, LLC 
224.407.1813 
aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com 
 
AYP LIAISON 
Robert Thomm 
Evergreen Sales 
608.339.1185 
aspe.chicago.ayp@gmail.com 
 
WOA LIAISON 
Natalia Dankanich 
Grumman Butkus 
ndankanich@grummanbutkus.com 
 
AMBASSADOR 
Justin Wroblewski 
AMS Mechanical 
aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR 
Eric Cottrell 
Inland Sales Group, Inc. 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com 
 
WEBSITE 
http://chicago.aspe.org/ 
 
FOLLOW US ON: 

Continued on Page 6 
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE, CONTINUED... 
 
On top of that we are also offering one member a chance to earn a free year of membership in ASPE. The Chicago 
Chapter will cover the cost of your membership fee. ($190) To win the free membership, any Active Chicago Chapter 
member, who is also an engineer or designer, must attend at least 4 meetings in the Chicago ASPE 2021-2022 sea-
son to be eligible. You must RSVP on time and be in attendance. Winner will be announced at the Steve Triphahn Me-
morial Golf Outing in June.  
 
Do you want to be Green Certified? 
ASPE Green Plumbing Design, or GPD, is now available on demand. The new program is a self-paced online certifica-
tion where you can earn your certificate at your own pace. Follow along with 7 multi-part modules designed to refine 
your skills in sustainable design. This includes Water Conservation, Standards & Regulations, Solar Water Heating, 
Drain Water Recovery, Water Treatment, Rainwater Harvesting, Condensate Collection, And More! 
 
You must have your CPD or PE to be eligible. 

 
Register online @ ASPE Education or follow this link: https://education.aspe.org/products/green-plumbing-design 
 
Compassion Waiver: 
Did you know that if you are struggling or have lost your job, you can get help from ASPE to maintain your ASPE 
Membership? ASPE offers members the ability to request a compassion waiver to keep your membership active while 
you are unable to pay. Go to this link and send me an email to request a letter. The waiver is good for 3 months with a 
maximum of 4 renewals. https://www.aspe.org/membership-global-community/membership/members-only/application-
for-compassion-waiver-of-society-dues/ Please note that ASPE is also extending expiration of memberships 90 days.  

 
Thanks! 
 
Scott Jagodzinski, GPD, CPD 
Chicago Chapter President 

aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 

 
VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL: TECHNICALLY SPEAKING 
 
Greetings ASPE Chicago Chapter Members! I hope everyone had a safe and Happy Thanksgiving! It is 
hard to believe we are already into December and 2021 is coming to an end. I am looking forward to 
see what 2022 brings, which I know for our Chapter will include a few new venue locations and a prod-
uct show we have not been able to put on since 2018. 
 
Thank you to everyone that came out to The Berghoff last month! We had a great turnout with 54 in 

attendance. I saw a lot of new faces, including a good amount of representation from Local 130. Please remember to 
let us know if you need to cancel your RSVP, as we had 6 no-shows last month. Thank you to all those that gave us 
advance notice! 
 
I want to apologize for the unfortunate microphone problems we had since that was brought up often in the meeting 
evaluations. The venue microphone was not cooperating at times and unfortunately, the sound acoustics in the room 
were not conducive to attempting to go without.  
 
A HUGE thank you to HSA and Viega for opting to sponsor the bar for the entire evening! Thank you to Phil Traynor 
and HSA for participating in the Manufacturer Spotlight and informing us of the big changes taking place at HSA alt-
hough slightly abbreviated due to some technical issues. Finally, a big thank you to Grant Ullrich from the Chicago De-
partment of Buildings for his presentation on the many changes to the Chicago Plumbing Code. Below are some key 
takeaways from the presentation: 
 

¶ PVC is permitted in Residential or Multi-Use buildings that do not exceed 60 feet in height. 

¶ In Multi-Use buildings, the use of PVC is strictly limited to the residential portions of the building, which can include 
parking garages dedicated to the residents. Please follow this link for a detailed code interpretation on the use of 
PVC in Multi-Use buildings https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/bldgs/general/interpretations/P7-2021-
001.pdf 

¶ Water Hammer Arrestors certified to ASSE 1010 will be required in lieu of air chambers. 

¶ Better aligned requirements for protection of sewers from grease with national standards. 

¶ The amendments are optional until March 1, 2022, but if you use the amendments, all provisions of the amend-
ments must be followed, you cannot pick and choose.  Continued on Page 8 

https://education.aspe.org/products/green-plumbing-design
https://www.aspe.org/membership-global-community/membership/members-only/application-for-compassion-waiver-of-society-dues/
https://www.aspe.org/membership-global-community/membership/members-only/application-for-compassion-waiver-of-society-dues/
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/bldgs/general/interpretations/P7-2021-001.pdf
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/bldgs/general/interpretations/P7-2021-001.pdf
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VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL: TECHNICALLY SPEAKING, CONTINUED... 
 

If you are interested in viewing the slides from the presentation, please follow this link https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1hSuwt1x1zJgnnLdVdNFabYkLhLG9gPBh/view?usp=sharing  
 
If you are interested in serving on a technical committee for the future adoption of International Plumbing, Mechanical, 
or Fuel Gas Codes, please send an email to DOBCommissioner@CityofChicago.org 
 
December Chapter Meeting Info:  
 
Location: La Villa Restaurant ï Please RSVP early and no later than 6:00 PM on Monday, December 6th.  
 
There is no presentation this month, just a night of fun and socialization with the chance to win a lot of great prizes. 
Please be sure to thank all our wonderful sponsors that make this evening possible.   
  
La Villa COVID Rules and Requirements: 
 
The venue has indicated that per current state mandates, masks are required to be worn in all indoor public areas 
of the restaurant, including the bar that many frequent pre and post meeting. Masks are not required to be worn in 
the private meeting space. Although masks are optional in our private meeting space, we do encourage them to be 
worn when not eating and drinking. Any additional precautions will be the responsibility of each individual. Please note 
that ALL venue staff will be wearing masks. 
 
If you have an idea for a technical presentation you want to see, or you have a great technical session you want to 
present, please reach out to me and we can look to get you or your topic on the list for next season. Slots will fill up 
quickly. We are also looking to lock in Manufacturer Spotlights and Cocktail Hour sponsors as well for some of remain-
ing meetings this year.  
 
Have a Safe and Happy Holiday Season and New Year! 
 
 
Chris Rohan, CPD 
Chicago Chapter Vice President, Technical 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 

 

VICE PRESIDENT, LEGISLATIVE  
 
Hello Chicago Chapter Members!  
 
I hope you all are enjoying the holiday season. I sure am, itôll be my second daughterôs first Christmas 
and the older kid is finally enjoying the thrill of the season. I expect some gifts to be opened premature-
ly, but hopefully I can keep the tree safe. 
 
As it relates to building codes, it seems there isnôt much to report. The Legislative update for the news-

letter will be mostly about Subsoil Drainage system design. I hope to get some good conversation on what you all are 
seeing in your designs and the potential call backs after construction is completed. All of these are great lessons to 
share with people entering the industry that are tasked with responsibilities theyôve never had before. As the expres-
sion goes, ñSharing is Caringò and I care about all of you, enjoy! 
 
Subsoil Drainage Design: 
 
Itôs one of the most passive systems within a building that often falls into responsibility of the Plumbing Engineer. This 
system goes by many names, and itôs confusing until you catch on with everyoneôs lingo. In the International Building 
Code itôs called a ñfoundation drainò and others frequently call it ñdrain tileò. The system is poorly understood and often 
designed based off of ñrules of thumbò. Itôs our job as Plumbing Engineers to see that any storm or ground water sees 
its way out of the building.  

Luckily we arenôt all on our own, as a part of any new construction, a soils analysis should be performed by a Geotech-
nical Engineer. This same report would be of great interest to both the Architect and Structural Engineer, so it should-
nôt be added cost solely from a Plumbing Engineerôs request.  

Continued on Page 9 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hSuwt1x1zJgnnLdVdNFabYkLhLG9gPBh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hSuwt1x1zJgnnLdVdNFabYkLhLG9gPBh/view?usp=sharing
mailto:DOBCommissioner@CityofChicago.org
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
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VICE PRESIDENT, LEGISLATIVE, CONTINUED... 
 
If you donôt receive the soils report from the Geotechnical Engineer, formally request from the project team. Within the 
soils report will be descriptions of the soil that was encountered, the depth of the water table, a recommendation (or 
lack thereof) for a Subsoil Drainage (SSD) system and maybe even some guidelines on size of the SSD pipe, spacing 
beneath the building and the anticipated water flow from the site. 
 
Armed with the soils report, you wonôt be getting much more information (at least in my experience) so you would be 
able to layout the system and size the pump. 
 
You might be asking, ñWell what if the report doesnôt tell me the anticipated flow from the site?ò 
 
This is where it gets tricky and having a few rules of thumbs will be in order. I offer here some guidance based on my 
experience with two methods Iôve used to calculate the size of the sump pump. 
 
Method #1 ï Area Method: 
 
 This method involves looking at two things: The footprint of the building and the soils report. The footprint of 
the building should be simple enough to calculate if you have drawings to scale, or can measure in your Autodesk soft-
ware. The soils report will tell us how much of the building needs to be provided with a subsoil drainage system and 
also will list if the soils contain clay or sand. My rule of thumb is to size the SSD pumps at a ratio of 1 GPM per 100 SF 
for clay soils and a ratio of 2 GPM per 100 SF for sandy soils. If your soil report lists both, then you could either as-
sume the larger ratio, or you could set your ratio somewhere in the middle. As this system protects the building, it is 
better to err on the side of caution and put in larger pits or pumps if youôre unsure. Reach out to the project team, the 
owner, more experienced coworkers or your preferred mentor as needed. This is a liability item, so do your due dili-
gence and be transparent about any assumptions. 
 
Method #2 ï Linear Pipe Method: 
 
 I use this method when the soil report recommends only the perimeter of a building to be provided with a SSD 
system. When I was introduced to this Method, the calculated SSD flow from Method #1 was very close to the calculat-
ed flow using this Method. This helped to validate this Method as viable, however the spacing of the SSD was 30ô-0ò 

on center. When I looked at employing this Method on other projects with 20ô-0ò on center SSD spacing, it typically led 
to drastically larger pumps when compared to Method #1. The rule of thumb for this Method is to assume ground water 
capture is based on the pipe size, a 4ò perforated pipe with the geotextile wrap (to keep soil out of the pipe) adds 0.25 
GPM per linear foot of installed pipe while a 6ò pipe adds 0.5 GPM per linear foot.  

Designing the Subsoil Drainage System contôd: 
 
The capacity required for the pump system should be known after using one of these two methods, at this point you 
will need to call/email a rep to discuss how many pumps want to split the load and how much redundancy is expected. 
Each of these are great things to talk through with the Client for transparency. I start with n+1 redundancy to have 
100% of my design flows capable if one pump breaks-down. 
 
Once the pump system is selected, I usually quality control review my underground system as I schedule the pump. 
Itôs good to confirm we are following the Geotechnical Engineerôs recommendations in addition to any requests that 
may have come from Owner, Architect or Structural Engineer. Then I look at the SSD system capacity and compare 
the flow rate (GPM) to the number of ñmainò branches that connect into the sump pit. With help from the Manningôs 
Formula, we can verify if the main branches can convey the amount of water we are expecting the sump pumps to be 

able to handle. 

Manningôs Formula? 

 

Itôs a formula used to determine the maximum flow rate a pipe can convey. If youôve never heard of it or used it, I rec-
ommend you look it up or send me an email and I can help get you started. 

Continued on Page 11 
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