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Chicago Regional Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
Vol. 51, No. 9                                                         May 2020 

Chicago Chapter General Meeting  
Thursday, May 21, 2020 

VIRTUAL AGENDA 
 

12:00pm  Virtual Cocktail Hour Sponsored By: 
 
 

                             
 
12:00pm—1:00pm  Main Presentation: Grease Production Sizing for Grease 

Interceptors: Satisfying Plumbing/Pretreatment Requirements + 
Achieving Proper Pump-Out Frequency by Eric Thompson from Schier 
Products (0.1 CEUs Available!) 

 
 

Note: You MUST sign into the ASPE Education website first if you want to 
obtain CEU credit. This will also provide access to the zoom meeting: 
https://education.aspe.org/products/chicago-chapter-meeting-grease-production
-sizing-for-grease-interceptors-may-2020 

 
If you do not need or want ASPE CEU credits, you can join the meeting directly 
through Zoom  with this Zoom ID: 81799232885, and link:  https://zoom.us/join 

 
Please see VP Technical, Scott Jagodzinski’s article further in this news-

letter for additional information on the speaker and registering for our 
virtual meeting!! 

VIRTUAL MENU 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The Chicago ASPE Chapter’s 

May meeting is going virtual! 

https://education.aspe.org/products/chicago-chapter-meeting-grease-production-sizing-for-grease-interceptors-may-2020
https://education.aspe.org/products/chicago-chapter-meeting-grease-production-sizing-for-grease-interceptors-may-2020
https://zoom.us/join
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2019-2020 Preliminary ASPE Chicago Meeting Schedule 
Date Technical Presentation & Manufacturer Spotlight CEU Location 

September 19, 
2019 

Presentation Topic: Solar Thermal Domestic Water Systems 
Speaker: Steve Lipsey with R.C. Sales 

 
Mfr Spotlight: TBD 

Speaker:  TBD 

0.1 
Venuti's 

2251 W. Lake Street 
Addison,IL  

October 17, 2019 

Presentation Topic: Engineered Devices vs. Legionella  
Speaker: Craig Boyce with Kemper Valves 

 
Mfr Spotlight: Sloan Flushmate 

Speaker:  KC Akalaonu with Sloan Flushmate 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 

Schaumburg, IL 

October 24-27, 
2019 

ASPE Technical Symposium 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Several 
Hours 

Available 

Wyndham Grand Pittsburgh  
600 Commonwealth Place  

Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

November 21, 
2019 

 

Presentation Topic: Emerging Trends Impacting Potable Water  
Systems 

Speaker: Ryan Wohlfarth with Georg Fischer Piping 
 

Mfr Spotlight: NU-Flow Midwest 
Speaker:  Dave Wiley with NU-Flow 

0.1 
The Berghoff  

17 W. Adams Street 
Chicago,IL 

December 12, 
2019 

Booster Night Holiday Party & Casino Night N/A 
La Villa Restaurant 
3632 N Pulaski Rd 

Chicago, IL 

January 16, 2020 

Presentation Topic: Conversation/ Discussion with Local Plumbing 
Plan Reviewer/Plumbing Inspector 

Speaker: George Swietczak 
 

Mfr Spotlight: Lochinvar 
Speaker:  Trevor McDougall 

0.1 
Venuti's 

2251 W. Lake Street 
Addison,IL  

February 20, 2020 

Presentation Topic:  Intelligent Water Technologies 
Speaker: Ray Elliott with I-Con 

 
Mfr Spotlight: I-Con 

Speaker:  Ray Elliott with I-Con 

0.1 
Westwood Tavern & Tap 
1385 N. Meacham Rd. 

Schaumburg, IL 

March 20, 2020 
ASPE Chicago Product Show and Technical Seminars Co-located 

with IL PHCC  
Drury Lane Conference Center, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 

0.4 
Drury Lane Conference Cen-

ter, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 

April 16, 2020 

Presentation Topic: Water Treatment 
Speaker: Jonny Seccombe with Aqua Rex 

 
Mfr Spotlight: NIBCO 

Speaker:  Aaron Kilburg with NIBCO 

0.1 
Club Casa (at Golf Center) 

353 N. River Rd 
Des Plaines, IL 

May 21, 2020 

Presentation Topic: Grease Production Sizing for Grease Intercep-
tors: satisfying plumbing/pretreatment requirements + achieving 

proper pump-out frequency 
Speaker: Charlie Ismert with Schier Products 

0.1 Virtual Zoom Meeting 

TBD 
Annual Golf Outing 

 
N/A 

Hilldale Golf Club 
1625 Ardwick Drive 

Hoffman Estates 

If you would like to present any of these topics or become a meeting  
sponsor, please contact Scott Jagodzinski at aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com. 

mailto:aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com
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 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
I hope this message finds everyone and their families healthy, both 
physically and mentally.  It goes without saying that most people’s lives have 
been turned upside down since our March newsletter was issued. COVID-19 
has changed the way a lot of us work and interact.  ASPE Chicago Chapter 
will continue to pivot in the way we function to try and accommodate our 
members during these trying times. 

 
New ‘Members Only Benefits’ Being Rolled Out! 
We are rolling out a ‘members only’ section of our ASPE Chicago Chapter website that 
we think you will find useful.  In the very near future active members will be emailed 
instructions on how to access the following: 
 

A Code Official Directory:  As the name suggests, this is a list of many code officials 
including their contact info.  Members will be able to comment on the file and 
suggest revisions. Please see the VP Legislative section of this newsletter for 
more info.  

 
ASPE Chicago Member Contact List:  We have gotten back to issuing these on a 

quarterly basis. Last one was sent out on 4/9/2020.  
 
Affiliate Member Contacts for importing into your MS Outlook:  We have been 

collecting contact info from our ASPE Chicago Affiliate members.  These 
contacts can be downloaded and imported to your Microsoft Outlook software.  
The best part is that these are searchable and we have been directing affiliates 
to include the products and manufacturers they represent. Think of this as the 
21

st
 century version of the Manufacturer’s Product List we used to have, (kudos 

to Ken Cutler for starting that waaay back when!). Please see the VP 
Membership section of this newsletter for more info.  

 
Virtual Chapter Meeting With Technical Session May 21

st
, 12:00 -1:00 PM 

We will be holding our May chapter meeting virtually.  This will kick off on Thursday, May 
21 at 12:00 PM sharp.  I will give a brief overview of the Chapter’s status then handing it 
over to our VP Technical.  Our Technical Presentation will be “Grease Production Sizing 
for Grease Interceptors” provided by Eric Thompson, International Territory Manager at 
Schier Products.  Please see the VP Technical section of this newsletter for more info. 

 
ASPE Chicago Chapter Golf Outing Update 
As many of you are probably aware, many golf courses have opened up to the public.  At 
the time of this writing golf courses are apparently not allowed to have large group 
gatherings.  As such we are postponing the June 19

th
 Chapter Golf Outing with hopes 

we can reschedule it to a later date.  We will advise when more information 
becomes available. 
 

ASPE Chicago Product Show Update 
We had to pull the plug on the March Product Show due to the pandemic.  It seems 

unlikely that we will have a product show this year.  A HUGE THANKS to many affiliates 

and their manufacturer’s for leaving their ASPE Pledge money as a donation despite this 

event not coming to fruition. Your contributions are very much appreciated. 

 
ASPE Region 5 Meeting Being Held Virtually 
Rather than travel to Minneapolis, the ASPE Region 5 meeting will be held virtually this 

June.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on Next Page... 
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mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPM@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.PSchairman@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.careers@gmail.com
mailto:steve.triphahn@wtengineering.com
mailto:rbutler@lochinvar.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.nle@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.AYP@gmail.com
mailto:ndankanich@grummanbutkus.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com
http://chicago.aspe.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=2393408
http://www.facebook.com/lau.chicagochapter
https://twitter.com/AspeChicago
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, CONTINUED… 
 
ASPE National Hosting A Plumbing/Hydronic Piping Specific Revit Workshop 
Due to travel and group restrictions from COVID-19 the 2020 Revit workshops are now being held remotely.  
There are 3 dates still available for a 7 hour Revit training course designed for mechanical / plumbing designers to 
help you take your Revit 2020 projects to the next level. If you want to know how to get the project started and under-
stand how to maximize your workflow, this is the class for you. They will discuss how to get started properly to optimize 
your project workflow.  Members and Nonmembers are $250 & $475, respectively. For more details click here:  
https://education.aspe.org/RevitWorkshops 
 

2020 ASPE Convention & Expo 
At the time of this writing the 2020 ASPE Convention & Expo is still planning to move forward.  This event is being held 
in New Orleans on September 11-16, latest event details found here:  
https://expo.aspe.org/?utm_source=aspe&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=attpros_eml1.   
 

A Free Webinar for ASPE Members is Being Held Next Week 
On May 14 at 1 p.m. CDT, CPVC for Commercial Plumbing and Hydronic HVAC Applications, sponsored by Corzan 
Piping Systems, will address the most common missteps and errors regarding the design and installation of these sys-
tems to help prevent failure and maximize longevity. Both webinars offer 0.1 CEU.  
https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/free-webinar-for-aspe-members-on-cpvc-to-be-held-may-14/?_zs=hDwia&_zl=dao52 
 

There Are Also Four Free Webinars Being Provided By IAPMO Related to COVID-19 
The International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) is pleased to announce its upcoming 
“After COVID-19” webinar series. This free series of webinars is being presented to provide useful, practical infor-
mation in an effort to assist in the safer reopening of buildings as COVID-19 “stay-at-home” restrictions are eased. The 
series is designed to provide jurisdictions, health departments, building owners and managers, and contractors with 
detailed information and guidance on reopening the various building types.   
https://www.iapmo.org/webinars/covid-webinars 
 

Society Dues Compassion Waiver: 
For those of you that might be out of work, paying to keep your ASPE membership might not fit into your budget. If that 
is the case please reach out to me directly.  We may be able to keep your membership active by submitting a Society 
Dues Compassion Waiver through ASPE National..  https://www.aspe.org/membership-global-community/
membership/members-only/application-for-compassion-waiver-of-society-dues/   
 

Making the most of these times 
I wanted to offer up some things that have been helping me cope during thos challenging time.  While I’ve have cer-
tainly had my fill of beers, I find that only goes so far after a busy day at the home “office”.  I have found it crucial to fit 
in some form of exercise into my daily routine. Another easily overlooked item is meditation.  There are many apps for 
your phone, books, etc. that may be worth looking into if you find yourself struggling to find a clear head.  If you and 
your spouse are working from home while tag teaming an energetic child who no longer has pre-school, then I under-
stand what you are going through. That said it could always be worse. Make the most of it my friends!  See you virtual-
ly on May 21st.  

 
 
Thank You, 
 
 
Chris Sbarbaro, PE, GPD, CPD, LEED AP BD+C 
Chicago Chapter President 
aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://education.aspe.org/RevitWorkshops
https://expo.aspe.org/?utm_source=aspe&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=attpros_eml1
https://www.aspe.org/pipeline/free-webinar-for-aspe-members-on-cpvc-to-be-held-may-14/?_zs=hDwia&_zl=dao52
https://www.iapmo.org/webinars/covid-webinars
https://www.aspe.org/membership-global-community/membership/members-only/application-for-compassion-waiver-of-society-dues/
https://www.aspe.org/membership-global-community/membership/members-only/application-for-compassion-waiver-of-society-dues/
mailto:aspe.chicago.president@gmail.com
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VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL: TECHNICALLY SPEAKING 
 

Hello ASPE Chicago Chapter Members.  
 
So, it has come down to this. 
 
This month as we strive to hold on to our sanity throughout all the stay at home orders, social distanc-
ing and facial protection we need some semblance of our prior normalcy.  
 

That being said, we are bringing back to our Chicago Chapter ASPE members a new technical presentation. As previ-
ously listed in our newsletter calendar for this month we had slotted to bring you the fascinating world of grease inter-
ceptors-how to size them and some of the do’s and don’ts of proper designs. And with a little change in venue we are 
right back at it.  
 
Monty Python said it best: 
 

 
 
May Chapter Meeting Presentation Info:  
This month we are heading to Virtual Reality for a ZOOM meeting.  
Cost for this meeting is only your time. Food is BYOF.  
Pants are optional but recommended. 
 
The format will be quite different from what we typically do and there are a few steps to ensure you get connected. 
This will be a lunch hour presentation so mark your calendars for the date and time.  
 

 You will still need to register to access the meeting. And CEU’s will be provided for anyone who desires, and this 
will automatically show up on your account.  

 

 If you are an active ASPE member please use this link to register for the meeting. You will need to sign into the 
ASPE Education website first. https://education.aspe.org/products/chicago-chapter-meeting-grease-production-
sizing-for-grease-interceptors-may-2020 

 

 If you are having trouble logging in to the meeting or if you are not a current member of ASPE, please use the link 
below. You will need to create an account, so this must be done at least 3 days in advance of the meeting, to en-
sure you are able to get your account set up and we can assist if there are any issues. https://education.aspe.org/
moreinfo 

 

 Our meeting will occur at 12:00 PM, Thursday May 21. I have the duration of the meeting set for 75 minutes to al-
low for the presentation as well as questions following. 

 

 All attendees are required to complete a program evaluation in order to receive your CEU. If you do not fill out the 
evaluation you will not be credited, and I will not be able to help you.  

 

 The meeting will not be recorded so please be present and on time.  
 

 You can test your computer, or phone, beforehand to check if your device is compatible with Zoom software fol-
lowing this link. Please note that you will have to download software/app for best results. https://zoom.us/test 

 
 
 
 

Continued on Next Page... 
 

https://education.aspe.org/products/chicago-chapter-meeting-grease-production-sizing-for-grease-interceptors-may-2020
https://education.aspe.org/products/chicago-chapter-meeting-grease-production-sizing-for-grease-interceptors-may-2020
https://education.aspe.org/moreinfo
https://education.aspe.org/moreinfo
https://zoom.us/test
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VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL: TECHNICALLY SPEAKING, CONTINUED... 
 

 When you enter the meeting, you will be automatically muted and will not be able to speak. A Q&A box will be 
available to type any questions you have and I will moderate to pass questions along to the speaker.  

 

 You can log into the meeting as early as 15 minutes in advance.  
 

 Primary login should be taken through the ASPE Education links above to bypass all the zoom login requirements 
however, as a last resort the Zoom ID is 81799232885. You can log in through this link where you will enter the 
code.  https://zoom.us/join 

 
Title of presentation: Grease Production Sizing for Grease Interceptors: Satisfying Plumbing/Pretreatment Re-
quirements + Achieving Proper Pump-Out Frequency by Eric Thompson from Schier Products 
  
The following content will be reviewed:   

 Utilizing a grease sizing calculator 

 Do’s and Don’ts of grease interceptor sizing 

 How Often should I clean this out?  
 
Bio:  
Eric Thompson is a Territory Manager for Schier Products and hails out of Edwardsville, Kansas. He has worked in the 
plumbing industry for over 30 years in various roles including contractor, distributor, manufacturer’s representative and 
as a manufacturer. For the past 2 years he has been with Schier Products working with wholesalers, contractors, engi-
neers, inspectors and owners to bring lifetime guaranteed grease interceptor solutions to the food service industry. 
 
It is never too early to think about our 2020/2021 season. If you have an idea for a technical presentation you want to 
see, or you have a great technical session you want to present, please reach out to me and we can look to get you or 
your topic on the list for next season. Slots will fill up quickly. We are also looking to lock in Manufacturer Spotlights 
and Cocktail Hour sponsors as well.  
 
 
 
 
Thank You, 
 
 
Scott Jagodzinski, GPD, CPD 
Chicago Chapter Vice President, Technical 
aspe.chicago.vptech@gmail.com 

 
 
 

https://zoom.us/join
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPTech@gmail.com


 

7 

 



 

8 

VICE PRESIDENT, LEGISLATIVE  
 
Greetings Chicago Chapter Members! 
 
I hope this month’s newsletter finds you and your family in good health and employed!  I had no clue 
when I said, “Welcome to March Madness!” in our last newsletter, that the popular phrase was about to 
take on a whole new meaning with COVID-19. Hopefully, we will return to some sense of normalcy 
soon so that we can gather as a Chapter once again and enjoy some comradery that is sorely needed 
right now. Until then, we will all have to make the best of the situation and move onward.  

  
Illinois Code Official Directory 
 
The last few months we have been working on developing an Illinois Code Of-
ficial Directory. This is an effort to hopefully save you some valuable time find-
ing contact information for Plumbing and Fire Protection Code Officials serving 
areas in Illinois where you may have projects.  Thanks to the amazing efforts 
of our Webmaster, Jeff Gallagher, the directory can be accessed through Chi-
cago.ASPE.org by going to the new “Members Only” tab where you will select 
“IL Code Official Directory.”  
 
To bring more value to active members of this Chapter, this will be one of a 
few password protected member benefits we’ll be offering. When prompted, 
enter the password that will be e-blasted to you soon.   
 
Once you login, the Illinois Code Official Directory will be available for your 
use.  You can toggle between the Plumbing and Fire Code Official sheets by 
scrolling to the bottom of the page and selecting the tab you would like to use.  
 
If you find that information in the directory is inaccurate, or you have infor-
mation that is missing, please click on the link at the top of the directory to sub-
mit the information so that we may update the directory. In the process of cre-
ating the directory, I have found that there has been a great deal of changes in 
the last year due to retirements and job vacancies that are waiting to be filled. 
Our goal is to keep this 
directory as up to date as 
possible, so your assis-
tance in that regard 
would be greatly appreci-
ated!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Code News 
 
Chicago Plumbing Code: As mentioned in the last newsletter, the City of Chicago 
Deputy Building Commissioner, Grant Ulrich, does not expect the process to adopt the 
International Plumbing Code to the City of Chicago until 2021. The process to adopt the 
Fuel Gas and Mechanical Codes is expected to begin sometime this summer. The pro-
cess to adopt the codes will be like the process used for the new building code. This in-
volves regularly scheduled meetings with a large group of stakeholders, approximately 70 
people made up of architects, engineers, labor unions, etc. In addition, technical subcom-
mittees were formed to work on different sections of the code. Mr. Ulrich indicated that 
ASPE would be invited to be an active participant in the adoption of the IPC. Please reach 
out to me aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com if you would like to be considered for these com-
mittees when the time comes.  

 
Continued on Next Page... 

http://chicago.aspe.org/
http://chicago.aspe.org/
mailto:aspe.chicago.vpl@gmail.com
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VICE PRESIDENT, LEGISLATIVE, CONTINUED... 
 
Additionally, Mr. Ulrich has asked that members submit the Top 5 items you like about the current code and the Top 5 
items we would like to see changed in the code along with your reasoning. I’m asking that you please submit those 
comments and any other suggestions you may have to myself and the DOBCommissioner@cityofchicago.org.  We are 
working with the Society to develop our own list to submit on behalf of ASPE and would like to get a feel from our 
Chapter for what changes you would like to see or not see. 
 
Chicago Building Code:  When working on new projects in the City of Chicago, please make sure to verify 
which code the project will be submitted under.  The new Chicago Building Code Title 14B, is currently optional and 
will become mandatory for all permit applications started on or after August 1, 2020.  You are not permitted to mix and 
match the old and new codes.   
 
Chicago Fire Protection – Residential Buildings UPDATE:  As of January 1, 2020, sprinklers are required in all 
new residential buildings with 4 or more dwelling units, regardless of the old or new building code. HOWEVER, while 
working on a current project an exception to this requirement was discovered in Title 14B. Section 903.2.8 reads as 
follows: 
 
903.2.8 Group R. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3 shall be provided 
throughout all buildings with a Group R fire area. 
 
Exceptions:   
1. Buildings of Group R-5 occupancy 
2. Buildings of Group R-2 occupancy not more than 4 stories above grade plane where each fire area contains not 

more than 2 dwelling units, and all required vertical exits are interior exit stairways. 
 
I discussed Exception #2 with the Chicago Chief Fire Prevention Engineer, John Javorka, in order to make sure there 
was not a contradiction to what the Department of Buildings had previously published on their website as part of the 
Code Modernization Timeline.  Mr. Javorka directed me to Section 907.7 Fire Areas, which reads as follows: 
 
901.7 Fire Areas. Where buildings, or portions thereof, are divided into fire areas so as not to exceed the limits  
established for requiring a fire protection system in accordance with this chapter, such fire areas shall be separated by  
fire walls constructed in accordance with Section 706, fire barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707, or hori 
zontal assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 711, or a combination thereof having a fire-resistance rating  
of not less than that determined in accordance with Section 707.3.10. 
 
Mr. Javorka stated that the exception is permitted as long as there are no more than 2 dwelling units between fire walls 
with a 4-hour rating along with complying with the other requirements of 903.2.8. 
 
Illinois Plumbing Code:  Now is the time to make yourself heard and stay engaged!  If you have any Illinois 
Plumbing Code revision proposals for any section of the code, you may direct those proposals to Brian Cox, the IDPH 
Plumbing & Water Quality Program Manager via email to brian.cox@illinois.gov or by phone (217) 524-0791. You may 
also submit any proposals to myself and I will forward them on as part of a larger collection of proposed changes as 
the committee meetings are scheduled.  
 
The next Plumbing Advisory Council (PCAC) Meeting is still scheduled for June 3, 2020 in Springfield, IL.  I expect we 
will find out in a couple weeks whether or not this meeting will go on as scheduled depending on what restrictions Gov-
ernor Pritzker extends beyond the May 30th date. You can stay up to date on scheduled meetings and associated 
agendas by going here http://www.dph.illinois.gov/events 
 
Please reach out to me if you have any code questions, code updates, ideas for topics of discussion, or you are look-
ing for any interpretations and I will try to include pertinent information in future newsletters.  
  
Stay safe and healthy and keep those hands clean! 
 
 
Chris Rohan, CPD 
Chicago Chapter Vice President, Legislative 
ASPE.Chicago.VPL@gmail.com 

mailto:DOBCommissioner@cityofchicago.org
mailto:brian.cox@illinois.gov
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/events
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPL@gmail.com
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VICE PRESIDENT, MEMBERSHIP / PRODUCT SHOW CHAIRMAN 
 
Greeting Members, 
 
I hope everyone is healthy during this crazy time.  I know that I am getting a little stir crazy working 
from home and hope to return to some normalcy soon.  
 

All of the Line cards have been updated on the Chicago ASPE website that have been provided to 
me.  If you would like to have your line card updated please send them to me and I will get them updated.  
 

This year’s product show has been cancelled due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  The PHCC will not be holding a show 
this year leaving ASPE Chicago without a show.  I have issued an email to all Pledge members outlining options for 
how they would like us to handle their Pledge money.  If you have not gotten back to me yet please follow up with an 
email so we know how to direct these funds.  
 

We will be rolling out our Affiliate MS Outlook database via the website in the near future.  You will be issued a log in 
to download all of the contacts to import to your Outlook as well as access the code directory.  This will allow you to 
search for a piece of equipment in your outlook search bar and direct you to what manufacture sells this equipment 
and the contact information of the representative of that company.  
 

Stay Healthy, 

 
 
Justin Wroblewski, CPDT 
Chicago Chapter Vice President, Membership / Product Show Chairman 
ASPE.Chicago.VPM@gmail.com /  aspe.chicago.pschairman@gmail.com / Jwroblewski@ams-pmt.com  
 
 

 

VICE PRESIDENT, AFFILIATE 
 
Greetings All ASPE Members, 
 
I hope this newsletter finds everyone in good health and safe. Typically, we are enjoying each other’s 
company at ASPE Meetings, outings, and lunches and looking forward to our Annual Golf outing in 
June which typically ends our ASPE season. As you have heard or read prior to reading this, the golf 

outing unfortunately has been postponed, hopefully for our sanity, our businesses, and for our families we have some 
kind of safe return to normalcy in the next few weeks. 
 
Not to keep bringing up things you have heard over and over, but we will get through this together! Let’s all make sure 
ASPE supporters are continuing to support our engineering community and vice versa.  
As the voice of the Affiliates, please make sure you reach out to me if there is anything I can do! 
 
Stay Safe and Healthy! 
 
 
Darren Rich 
Chicago Chapter Vice President, Affiliate 
P# 847.875.8659 aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:ASPE.Chicago.VPM@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.pschairman@gmail.com
mailto:Jwroblewski@ams-pmt.com
mailto:Aspe.chicago.vpaff@gmail.com
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ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

Greetings Members, 
 
As we all try to settle into a “new normal,” I am grateful to know that there are many of my family, 
friends, and associates that have safely avoided the COVID-19 illness, yet recognize the sadness 
that many of us have as this pandemic continues to hit closer to home. I feel like I have been living 
at O’Hare Airport where everything is postponed or canceled. While this can be an inconvenience, I 
am amazed by how so much of our country is pulling together to show kindness, courage and com-

mitment to getting through this.  
 
The ASPE Chicago Board Members have been working behind the scenes to get a meeting process established for 
May and assessing what the future may look like. We are all missing that 3

rd
 Thursday of each month to discuss 

business and personal accomplishments, beverages, breaking bread and learning something new with the indus-
tries ever changing technical advancements. 
 
I would like to remind you that ASPE Connect is available at the ASPE National website. All current members can 
sign up and if you are not a current ASPE Member and want to check it out there is a 30 day trial, just click here for 
the hyperlink. https://connect.aspe.org/home 
 
I look forward to seeing you all soon, thank you for reading and have a great day! 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
David Erickson 
Chicago Chapter Administrative Secretary 
C# 312-519-5629 aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com  
 

ASPE CHICAGO AMBASSADOR PROGRAM KEEPS ON ROLLING 
 

The ASPE Chicago Ambassador Program continues to be a success (except when yours truly keeps forgetting to 
make phone calls to new members). Many of you in ASPE Chicago have been a member since….how many of you 
can’t remember when you even joined?!?! I am one of those people myself.  
 
How many of you have no idea what life was like before ASPE? Yeah, maybe I am making it sound like a big deal. 
ASPE has always been an excellent source of education, a voice in plumbing legislation, AND a place where many 
of us have developed an unbelievable network of industry professionals, colleagues, and friends. 
 
Did you know that ASPE loses up to 80% of its new members after the first year? Yeah! Only about two of every ten 
new ASPE members renew for a second year. Crazy, right? That is why the Ambassador program was born. We are 
here to reach out to the new Chicago Chapter members to help them feel welcome and to help inspire them to come 
out to a meeting (or nine). We feel that if a new member is made to feel welcome and a part of the Chapter, they are 
more likely to keep renewing their membership. 
 
Currently, your Ambassadors are: 

 Julius Ballanco 

 Natalia Dankanich 

 Joe Ficek 

 Phill Kroll 

 Mark Mannarelli 

 Jason McDonald 

 Frank Sanchez 
 
If you want to be part of this fantastic program, please drop me a line. See you when we can meet again! 
 
 
Jason McDonald 
Chicago Chapter Ambassador 
aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com, 847.316.9258 

https://connect.aspe.org/home
mailto:aspe.chicago.admsec@gmail.com
mailto:aspe.chicago.ambassador@gmail.com
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ORDER YOUR ASPE CHICAGO BADGE! 
 

Are you tired of being the only one at the meeting without a fancy ASPE Chicago name badge? Do you want to update your badge 
so it has your new name or company? 

 
The Chicago Chapter is proud to offer once again our badge promotion! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Costs: 
  Badges:    $15 

 Shipping (optional): $5 

 
Make checks payable to "ASPE Chicago Chapter" and either drop off  your check at one of the Chapter Meetings or mail it to: 
 

ASPE Chicago Chapter 
c/o Mark Mannarelli/Syska Hennessy Group 

330 N. Wabash Ave, Ste. 1505 
Chicago, IL 60611 

 
Name and Company will be printed on the badge as listed below - if you leave blanks or list other names, they WILL be printed on 
the badge. If you would like your badge mailed to you, please include this information. You can mail or email this form. Badge 
order will not be processed until payment is received.  Send emails to mannarelligm@gmail.com  
 
Please indicate your preferences:  
 

Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

Company:_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Fastener style (please circle one): 
 

 Clip 
 

 Magnet 

 

 

 

 

This promotion is for ASPE Chicago members only! 

mailto:mannarelligm@gmail.com
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: INDUSTRY NEWS & AYP LIAISON 

Hello All, I hope this newsletter finds you well!  
 
I have always looked forward to getting together with everyone on our 3

rd
 Thursday Meetings. As an 

affiliate we don’t typically NEED the CEUs or to see what our newest competitor is showing the 
ASPE chapter that night. I believe most members come for the genuine love for the people involved 
in the chapter as well as the chance to see a new face each time. During this time and after I believe 
that unchangeable characteristic about ASPE Chicago will bring us all back like nothing changed 
(Minus a Mask or Twenty).  

 
For anyone interested in Leadership Development, ASPE is offering a FREE 3-Part Webinar Series for ASPE Mem-
bers. It is presented by Christina Rowe of The Collaborative LLC. I would highly encourage all with some extra time to 
invest in themselves to take advantage of this HUGE benefit. If there are any Members, Full to Affiliate struggling, 
please reach out so we as a community can find a way to help out! I wish you all nothing but the best! 
Click HERE to register for the Leadership Webinar presented by ASPE Young Professionals (AYP)! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make it a great 2020, 

Phil Traynor, HSA 
Chicago Chapter Corresponding Secretary & AYP Liaison 
aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com / aspe.chicago.ayp@gmail.com 

ASHRAE 
Humidity Control I: Design Tips and Traps IAQ Prac-
tices 

Register HERE 
21 May 2020 

Online 
Thursday 
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

AIA 
AIA’s New Sustainable Consultant Scope of Services and 

Revised Guide Webinar 
21 May 2020 

Online 
Thursday 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. CST 
 
NFPA National Fire Protections Assoc. 
70+ Online Training courses at varied costs 
Click Here to check out! 
 
WEF Water Environment Federation (IL) 
If you would like an update on the WEF Click HERE to 
check out their newsletter 

https://education.aspe.org/products/leadership-development-series-presented-by-aspe-young-professionals-ayp
mailto:aspe.chicago.cspsec@gmail.com
mailto:ASPE.Chicago.AYP@gmail.com
https://www.ashrae.org/2020onlinecoursereg
https://www.nfpa.org/Training-and-Events/By-type/Online-Training?icid=W060
https://www.iweasite.org/docs/2020_Spring_Clarifier_FINAL.pdf

